Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 28

Jeremiah 28:1-17 — “Truth vs. Comfort: The Cost of False Hope”
1) The False Prophet’s Message (Jeremiah 28:1-4)

In the fourth year of King Zedekiah’s reign, a man named Hananiah, claiming to speak for God, stood
before the priests and the people in the temple. His message sounded bold and patriotic:

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘| have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within
two full years | will bring back to this place all the vessels of the Lord’s house that Nebuchadnezzar...
took to Babylon. And | will bring back Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim... with all the captives of Judah.”
(Jeremiah 28:2-4)

To everyone listening, this sounded wonderful. Two short years, and everything would be back to
normal! But it was not God’s message—it was a soothing lie designed to comfort rather than correct.

Many today still prefer messages like Hananiah’s—promises of blessing without repentance,
prosperity without purity, peace without surrender. But truth and comfort are not always the same
thing. God’s Word is meant to heal the heart by first convicting it of sin.

2) Jeremiah’s Cautious Response (Jeremiah 28:5-9)
Jeremiah, standing nearby, replies calmly:

“Amen! The Lord do so; the Lord perform your words... Nevertheless, hear now this word that |
speak... The prophets before me and before you of old prophesied against many countries and great
kingdoms—of war and disaster and pestilence. As for the prophet who prophesies of peace, when
the word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom the Lord has truly
sent.” (Jeremiah 28:6-9)

Jeremiah doesn’t argue with emotion. He simply says, “Time will tell.” A true prophet’s message will
always line up with God’s revealed truth and be confirmed by events. False prophets promise peace
without repentance. True prophets call for repentance before peace.

3) The Dramatic Confrontation (Jeremiah 28:10-14)

Hananiah, seeking to humiliate Jeremiah, walks over and breaks the wooden yoke Jeremiah had
been wearing as a prophetic symbol of submission to Babylon. He then declares,

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Even so | will break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar... from the neck of all nations
within two years.”” (Jeremiah 28:11)

The crowd likely cheered. It looked as though Jeremiah had been defeated. But then God spoke
again—quietly but decisively—to Jeremiah:

“You have broken the yokes of wood, but you have made in their place yokes of iron. For | have put a
yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar.” (Jeremiah 28:13-
14)
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What a powerful truth: rebellion against God’s Word doesn’t remove the burden—it makes it heavier.
When people reject correction, they forge stronger chains around themselves. The way of resistance
always leads to greater bondage.

4) The Final Word and God’s Judgment (Jeremiah 28:15-17)
Jeremiah confronts Hananiah directly:

“The Lord has not sent you, but you make this people trustin a lie. Therefore... this year you shall die,
because you have taught rebellion against the Lord.” (Jeremiah 28:15-16)

Two months later, Hananiah was dead. His false optimism could not stand before the truth of God’s
Word.

This chapter reminds us that sincerity cannot make a lie true, and popularity cannot make deception
safe. God’s Word stands even when every voice around us insists otherwise.

Reflection

Jeremiah 28 exposes two competing kinds of religion:
e Onethat comforts people in their rebellion (“It will all be over soon; don’t worry”), and
e Onethat calls people to repentance and trust (“Submit to God’s ways and live”).

The first is easy, attractive, and deadly. The second is difficult, humbling, and life-giving.

This passage points forward to the ultimate truth-teller—Jesus Christ—who refused to offer empty
promises or worldly comfort. He told the truth about sin and judgment, yet He also offered hope
through His own sacrifice. Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, taking our sin and
guilt upon Himself. And His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord (Romans 1:4; Acts
2:36).

Like Jeremiah, Jesus stood alone in the temple of His day and declared words that offended the
powerful but freed the humble. The call remains the same: turn from lies and submit to the truth that
brings life.

Practical Application

1. Test every message by Scripture. The Bible is the standard for truth—not emotion, popularity,
or charisma. Compare everything you hear with the Word of God (Acts 17:11; First
Thessalonians 5:21).

2. Beware of easy promises. Messages that minimize sin or avoid repentance are spiritually
dangerous (Second Timothy 4:3-4).

3. Humbly submit to God’s correction. Sometimes the “wooden yoke” of conviction or hardship
is God’s mercy, drawing us back before life hardens into iron (Hebrews 12:5-11).
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4. Speak truth even when it costs you. Like Jeremiah, we are called to stand faithfully, not
comfortably (Galatians 1:10).

5. Trust that God’s timing is perfect. He will restore what has been lost—but only through His
way, His Word, and His Son.

A Challenge for Believers

Where might you be tempted to listen to comforting voices instead of convicting truth?
Are there areas in your life where God is calling for surrender, but you keep hoping the message will
change?

Jeremiah reminds us that true peace only follows obedience. Don’t trade lasting freedom for
temporary relief. Submit to the Lord’s gentle yoke and find rest for your soul (Matthew 11:28-30).

An Invitation for Non-Believers

False religion can make you feel safe while your soul remains lost. But God offers you real peace,
purchased by Jesus’ blood on the cross. He bore your sin, took your punishment, and rose from the
dead to prove that He is God, Savior, and Lord.

He is calling you to turn from sin and trust Him fully. You can respond right now:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You died for my sins and rose again. Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me
new. | turn from my sin and take Your yoke upon me. | givw my life to you my Savior and my Lord.
Amen.”

If you prayed that sincerely, begin reading the Bible daily, confess your faith through water baptism
(Matthew 28:19-20), and join a Bible study group that teaches God’s Word faithfully.

Closing Thought

The contrast between Jeremiah and Hananiah is the same contrast between truth and deception
today. One message pleases the crowd; the other saves the soul.

The difference is the cross—where Jesus bore our yoke, so we could walk free under His lordship
and grace.

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32)
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