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Jeremiah 27:1–22 — “Under the Yoke” 

1) The Sign of the Yoke (Jeremiah 27:1–3) 

God tells Jeremiah: “Make for yourselves bonds and yokes, and put them on your neck” (Jeremiah 
27:2). Jeremiah not only wears a wooden yoke; he also sends yokes by messengers to the 
surrounding kings—Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, Tyre, and Sidon (Jeremiah 27:3). 
This acted-out parable is vivid: Judah and her neighbors are about to serve Babylon. The question is 
not whether they will wear a yoke, but whose. 

2) God’s Sovereign Reminder (Jeremiah 27:4–8) 

The message that accompanies the yokes starts with God’s identity and rights: 
“I have made the earth, the man and the beast… by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and 
have given it to whom it seemed proper to Me.” (Jeremiah 27:5) 
Therefore, God says, Nebuchadnezzar is His appointed instrument: “I have given all these lands into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar… My servant” (Jeremiah 27:6). All nations must serve him—“his son 
and his son’s son”—until Babylon’s appointed time ends (Jeremiah 27:7). Any nation that refuses the 
yoke will face sword, famine, and pestilence (Jeremiah 27:8). 

Key truth: God governs history. He raises up and brings down rulers (Daniel 2:21). Resisting His 
present discipline does not free us; it only deepens our pain. 

3) Do Not Trust Soothing Lies (Jeremiah 27:9–11) 

God forbids them to listen to prophets, diviners, dreamers, enchanters, or sorcerers who promise 
quick relief: “They prophesy a lie to you” (Jeremiah 27:9–10). The path of life is humble: “Bring your 
necks under the yoke… and live” (Jeremiah 27:12; see also Jeremiah 27:11). Submission to God’s 
hard providence will allow people to remain and farm their own land. 

4) A Direct Word to Zedekiah (Jeremiah 27:12–15) 

Jeremiah tells the king plainly: “Serve the king of Babylon and live. Why should this city be laid 
waste?” (Jeremiah 27:17, see also Jeremiah 27:12–14). The court prophets were promising national 
success without repentance. God answers: “I have not sent them… they prophesy a lie in My name” 
(Jeremiah 27:15). 

5) The Temple Vessels: Not Yet (Jeremiah 27:16–22) 

False prophets claimed, “The vessels of the Lord’s house will now shortly be brought back from 
Babylon” (Jeremiah 27:16). God counters: If they are true prophets, let them pray that the remaining 
vessels in Jerusalem are not taken (Jeremiah 27:18–19). In fact, God declares the opposite: pillars, 
the bronze sea, the stands, and the rest will also be carried to Babylon “until the day that I visit 
them… then I will bring them up and restore them to this place” (Jeremiah 27:21–22). 
God’s timing would include both discipline and future restoration—but not on the schedule the false 
comforters advertised. 
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Reflection  

Jeremiah 27 shows a God who truly rules the nations and yet calls people to meaningful response. 
His sovereignty never cancels our responsibility; rather, it makes our response urgent. He warns 
against religious optimism without repentance and against political resistance to divine discipline. 
The chapter also gently turns our eyes to the greater yoke-bearer. We cannot save ourselves by 
national strategies or religious symbols. Our deepest bondage is sin. Jesus saved us when He shed 
His blood on the cross—He took the judgment we deserved and offered us true freedom (Isaiah 
53:5–6; First Peter 2:24). His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord (Romans 1:4; 
Acts 2:36). The only yoke that brings life is His: “My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 
11:30). 

Practical Application 

1. Wear the right yoke. Everyone serves something—fear, success, politics, pleasure, or Christ. 
Take Jesus’ yoke and find rest (Matthew 11:28–30). 

2. Submit to God’s hard providence. Sometimes obedience looks like staying low, learning 
patience, and trusting God’s timetable (Jeremiah 27:11–12; First Peter 5:6–7). 

3. Test pleasant prophecies. Measure every “word” by Scripture, not by how encouraging it 
sounds (Jeremiah 27:9–10; First Thessalonians 5:21). 

4. Pray, do not posture. If someone claims spiritual authority, let there be intercession and fruit, 
not slogans (Jeremiah 27:18; John 15:8). 

5. Hope in eventual restoration. God says of what is precious, “until the day that I visit them… I 
will restore” (Jeremiah 27:22). Trust Him with what feels “carried away” in your life. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Where are you resisting God’s present discipline or providence—insisting on your timetable, your 
outcome, your comfort? Confess stubborn places. Ask the Holy Spirit for the meekness that wears 
Christ’s yoke, the discernment that rejects flattering lies, and the courage to obey when obedience 
is costly. 

“Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time.” (First Peter 
5:6) 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Religious slogans and self-effort cannot free you. Jesus shed His blood on the cross to forgive your 
sins, and He rose from the dead to declare that He is God, Savior, and Lord. He offers you mercy 
today. 

You can turn to Him now: 
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“Lord Jesus, I believe You died for my sins and rose again. Have mercy on me. Forgive me and make 
me new. I turn from my sin and take Your yoke. Be my Savior and Lord. Teach me to follow You. 
Amen.” 

If you prayed sincerely, begin reading the Bible, confess your faith through water baptism (Matthew 
28:19–20), and join a Bible study group that faithfully teaches God’s Word. 

Closing Thought 

Jeremiah’s wooden yoke confronted Judah’s pride, but it also pointed to Christ’s gentle yoke. In every 
season—discipline or restoration—our life and liberty are found under His lordship. 


