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24-Jeremiah 21

Jeremiah 21 — The Way of Life and the Way of Death
1. Zedekiah’s Desperate Inquiry (Jeremiah 21:1-2)

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur the son
of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, saying, ‘Please inquire of the Lord for us,
for Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon makes war against us; perhaps the Lord will deal with us
according to all His wonderful works, that the king may go away from us.”” (Jeremiah 21:1-2)

King Zedekiah, facing the unstoppable advance of Babylon’s armies, sends messengers to Jeremiah
for divine counsel. He hopes for a miracle—that God will rescue Jerusalem as He did in the days of
Hezekiah. Yet his appeal is not born of repentance but of panic. Zedekiah treats God like a political
ally instead of the Holy One who demands righteousness.

When trouble comes, many people turn to God not to surrender, but to escape consequences.
Zedekiah wanted deliverance without obedience. But God does not bend truth to accommodate
rebellion.

2. The Lord’s Answer: Judgment, Not Deliverance (Jeremiah 21:3-7)

“Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘Behold, | will turn back the weapons of war that are in your
hands... | Myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger
and fury and great wrath.”” (Jeremiah 21:4-5)

Instead of fighting for Jerusalem, God declares that He will fight against it. The people’s sins—
idolatry, injustice, and bloodshed—have made God their adversary. The city will fall; famine,
pestilence, and the sword will follow; and Zedekiah himself will be taken captive.

This message must have stunned the king. The God of Israel, once their defender, now declares
Himself their judge. The same “outstretched hand” that delivered Israel from Egypt (Exodus 6:6) will
now stretch out in wrath. When people persistently reject truth, even God’s blessings can turn into
instruments of correction.

3. God’s Offer: The Way of Life or the Way of Death (Jeremiah 21:8-10)

“Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus says the Lord: Behold, | set before you the way of life and the
way of death. He who remains in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he
who goes out and defects to the Chaldeans who besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be as a
prize to him.”” (Jeremiah 21:8-9)

Once again, God extends mercy even in judgment. The people are given a choice: surrender and live,
orresist and die. It is the same divine principle repeated throughout Scripture—life through
surrender, death through pride.

From Eden onward, God has set before humanity “the way of life and the way of death.” (See
Deuteronomy 30:19; Romans 6:23.) Every generation faces this decision. Life is not found in religion,
ritual, or resistance, but in obedient faith—trusting God enough to yield to His will.
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To surrender to Babylon seemed shameful to the proud; yet to resist was to perish. Likewise, to
surrender to Christ may seem humiliating to the world, but only in surrender do we find eternal life.

4. A Warning to the Royal House (Jeremiah 21:11-14)

“O house of David! Thus says the Lord: Execute judgment in the morning, and deliver him who is
plundered out of the hand of the oppressor, lest My fury go forth like fire and burn so that no one can
quench it, because of the evil of your doings.” (Jeremiah 21:12)

God calls the royal house—the descendants of David—to repentance and justice. Morning by
morning, they were to uphold righteousness. Instead, corruption and oppression ruled. The Lord
warns that His judgment will burn through their self-confidence and consume everything they trust
in.

“Behold, | am against you,’ says the Lord... ‘| will punish you according to the fruit of your doings, and
I will kindle a fire in its forest, and it shall devour all things around it.’” (Jeremiah 21:13-14)

Sin always brings its own harvest. God’s justice is not cruel; it is consistent. What we sow, we reap
(Galatians 6:7). For Judah, the fruit of rebellion was destruction. For us, the fruit of faith in Christ is
everlasting life.

5. Theological Reflection (Non-Calvinist, Non-Arminian, Non-Dispensational)

This chapter reveals a timeless truth: God’s sovereignty and human responsibility are not
opposites—they work in moral harmony. God reigns over nations, yet calls each person to choose
between the way of life and the way of death. His justice is not predetermined fatalism, and His
mercy is not forced grace. He offers relationship, not automation.

When God says, “Behold, | set before you the way of life and the way of death” (Jeremiah 21:8), He
invites free moral agents—people made in His image—to respond in faith. God does not coerce
belief; He calls for repentance. His justice is real, but His mercy is always available to the repentant
heart.

At the cross of Jesus Christ, this truth reaches its climax. There, God’s justice and mercy meet
perfectly. When Jesus shed His blood, He bore the punishment that sin deserved. When He rose
from the dead, He declared Himself God, Savior, and Lord—the only way of life for all who believe
(John 14:6; Romans 10:9-10).

6. Practical Application

1. Do not confuse religion with relationship.
Zedekiah knew about God but did not walk with Him. Knowing Scripture or attending church
cannot replace personal surrender to Jesus Christ.

2. Choose life daily.
Every day presents choices between the flesh and the Spirit (Romans 8:6). The way of life is
not a one-time decision but a continual walk in obedience and faith.

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

02



Daily Bible Reading Companion
24-Jeremiah 21

3. Bequickto repent.
God’s mercy is abundant, but it is not indefinite. Repentance softens what rebellion
hardens. When the Lord convicts, respond quickly.

4. Do justice and love mercy.
Like the royal house of Judah, believers today are called to reflect God’s character in how
they treat others (Micah 6:8). Compassion is not weakness—it is holiness in action.

5. Remember that God fights both for and against.
When we walk with Him, His outstretched hand defends us. When we resist Him, the same
hand disciplines us. Surrender brings peace; pride brings ruin.

7. A Challenge for Believers

God has set before you the same choice He gave Judah: the way of life or the way of death. The way
of life begins with humility—yielding your plans, pride, and fears to the Lord. The way of death begins
with compromise and continues with silence.

Are there areas in your life where you’ve resisted God’s direction? Do not harden your heart. The
Lord calls His people to daily surrender—to trust that obedience, though costly, always leads to life.

8. An Invitation to Non-Believers

The same God who set before Judah “the way of life and the way of death” sets that choice before
you today. The Bible says,

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans
6:23)

Sin separates us from God, but Jesus Christ bridged that separation when He shed His blood on the
cross for our forgiveness. His resurrection declares that He is truly God, Savior, and Lord, and that
His promise of eternal life is sure.

You can choose life right now. You can turn from sin and receive the forgiveness and new life that
only Jesus offers.

Pray sincerely from your heart:

“Lord Jesus, | confess that | have sinned and walked in my own way. | believe You shed Your blood on
the cross to save me, and that You rose again to give me eternal life. Forgive me, Lord. Come into my
heart, be my Savior and my Lord. | surrender my life to You. In Your name | pray, Amen.”

If you prayed that prayer, trust that He has heard you. Begin reading His Word, pray daily, and join a
Bible study group where you can grow in faith and fellowship.
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Summary

Jeremiah 21 is a sobering reminder that God sets before every person the way of life and the way of
death. Zedekiah sought God’s help without surrendering to God’s authority. The Lord’s answer was
clear: repentance brings life; rebellion brings ruin.

Yet even amid judgment, God’s mercy shines. He always leaves the door open for those who will
turn to Him. That door is Jesus Christ, who shed His blood to save us from sin and rose again to
prove that He alone is Lord of life.

“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (First John
5:12)

Choose life—choose Christ today.
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