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Jeremiah 17 — Trust, Truth, and the Test of the Heart 

Theme: God searches every heart, calls His people to trust Him alone, and offers mercy to those 
who will turn back before judgment falls. 

1. Sin Engraved Deeply (Jeremiah 17:1–4) 

“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with the point of a diamond it is engraved on the tablet 
of their heart, and on the horns of your altars.” — Jeremiah 17:1 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah begins with a chilling image: sin etched into the heart as if carved by diamond-tipped iron. 
Judah’s idolatry is no surface mistake—it is engraved upon their nature, even showing up in their 
children’s memories as they imitate their parents’ altars and idols. 

God warns that the land itself will be lost: 

“You shall let go of your heritage which I gave you; and I will cause you to serve your enemies in a 
land which you do not know.” — Jeremiah 17:4 (NKJV) 

Application 

Sin leaves a mark. We cannot erase it by ritual or reputation—only God’s mercy can rewrite the 
heart. 
When sin becomes habit, it begins to define us. What is engraved on your heart today—trust in God 
or something else? 

2. The Curse and the Blessing (Jeremiah 17:5–8) 

“Thus says the LORD: ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose 
heart departs from the LORD.’” — Jeremiah 17:5 (NKJV) 

Judah’s downfall was not primarily political—it was spiritual. They trusted in alliances, armies, and 
economics instead of God. To trust in man is to depend on limited strength, like leaning on a broken 
reed. 

In contrast, 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the LORD. 
For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters… and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will 
be green.” — Jeremiah 17:7–8 (NKJV) 

Application 

Every heart leans on something. We either live cursed—self-reliant and anxious, or blessed—God-
reliant and rooted. 
A life rooted in Christ draws from living water even when the heat of trial comes. 
Which description fits you? Parched desert shrub or fruitful tree by the water? 
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3. The Deceitful Heart and the Searching God (Jeremiah 17:9–10) 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it? 
I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according to his ways.” — 
Jeremiah 17:9–10 (NKJV) 

The greatest deception is self-deception. We tend to judge others by their actions but ourselves by 
our intentions. Yet God sees the true motives, the unseen pride, and the hidden fears that drive us. 
We can fool people, and even ourselves—but never God. 

Application 

• Ask God, like David did: 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart… and see if there is any wicked way in me.” (Psalm 
139:23–24, NKJV) 

• Examine not only what you do for God, but why you do it. 

• Remember: religious deeds done for personal glory will not endure when tested by fire (1 
Corinthians 3:13–15). 

Challenge for believers: 
Let your devotion be genuine. Serve because you love God, not because you crave admiration. A 
deceitful heart builds temporary success; a surrendered heart bears eternal fruit. 

4. The Vanity of Dishonest Gain (Jeremiah 17:11) 

“As a partridge that broods but does not hatch, so is he who gets riches, but not by right; 
it will leave him in the midst of his days, and at his end he will be a fool.” — Jeremiah 17:11 (NKJV) 

Wealth gained unjustly—or hoarded selfishly—evaporates. The man who lives for possessions will 
die empty-handed. Only what is done for God will remain. 

Application 

There is no real profit in gaining the world but losing your soul (Mark 8:36). 
If you’ve compromised to “get ahead,” repent now. God blesses honesty, humility, and contentment. 

5. The Fountain of Living Waters (Jeremiah 17:12–13) 

“O LORD, the hope of Israel… those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they 
have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living waters.” — Jeremiah 17:13 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah recalls God’s earlier accusation in Jeremiah 2:13: 

“They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves cisterns—broken 
cisterns that can hold no water.” 

To forsake God is to trade a flowing spring for a cracked jar. Jesus would later stand and cry, 
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“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” (John 7:37, NKJV) 

Application 

You were created to drink deeply of God’s presence. Every substitute—pleasure, success, religion 
without relationship—leaves you thirsty. Come to Jesus, the true Fountain, who alone satisfies the 
soul. 

6. Jeremiah’s Honest Prayer (Jeremiah 17:14–18) 

“Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for You are my praise.” — 
Jeremiah 17:14 (NKJV) 

Despite opposition, Jeremiah stays faithful. Mocked by his countrymen (“Where is the word of the 
LORD?”), he entrusts himself to God, praying for strength, vindication, and deliverance. 

Application 

When obedience costs you relationships or reputation, remember: faithfulness may not make you 
popular, but it will make you stable. Let this be your prayer too: “Heal me, Lord… save me… You are 
my praise.” (Jeremiah 17:14) 

7. The Sabbath Test: Obedience or Stubbornness (Jeremiah 17:19–27) 

The Lord sends Jeremiah to the city gate with a simple test of faithfulness—keep the Sabbath. It’s 
not about legalism but loyalty. The Sabbath was a symbol of trust and relationship. God says that if 
they honor His command, their nation will endure; if not, the fire of judgment will consume 
Jerusalem. 

“If you will not heed Me to hallow the Sabbath day… I will kindle a fire in its gates, and it shall devour 
the palaces of Jerusalem.” — Jeremiah 17:27 (NKJV) 

Even as Babylon approaches, God still invites repentance. Judgment is near—but mercy is still open. 

Application 

God’s commands are not burdens—they are blessings. 
He still calls us to rest in Him, to trust His Word, and to obey from the heart. 
Every time you choose obedience over convenience, you declare that He is Lord. 

A Challenge for Believers 

1. Check your trust. 
Are you leaning on human strength or resting in the Lord’s sufficiency? (Jeremiah 17:5–8) 

2. Guard your motives. 
Ask God to purify your heart daily (Jeremiah 17:9–10). 
The greatest victories are inward, where only God sees. 
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3. Seek true satisfaction. 
Stop drinking from broken cisterns. Let Jesus, the Fountain of Living Waters, refresh your soul 
(Jeremiah 17:13; John 4:14). 

4. Live transparently before God. 
Let integrity replace image. Let sincerity replace showmanship. 
When you are genuine, God receives the glory. 

5. Honor God’s rhythms. 
Make time for worship, rest, and gratitude. The Sabbath principle still speaks—cease striving 
and trust Him. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

The heart is deceitful and sin is real—but there is hope. God can write a new story upon your heart. 

• Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, taking our sin and shame upon 
Himself. 

• His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

• He offers forgiveness, not to those who boast, but to those who simply come and believe. 

If you have been trusting in yourself, in religion, or in others—turn now and trust in Jesus Christ, the 
fountain of living waters. 

Pray sincerely: 

“Lord Jesus, I know my heart is sinful and I cannot save myself. 
Thank You for dying on the cross for me and rising from the dead. 
Forgive me, wash me clean, and write Your truth on my heart. 
I believe that You are God, Savior, and Lord. I give You my life. Amen.” 

Closing Reflection and Prayer 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and whose hope is the LORD.” — Jeremiah 17:7 (NKJV) 

Believer, be that person. Let your roots go deep into Christ. When the world grows dry, your life can 
still bear fruit. 

Prayer: 

Father, search our hearts and cleanse us. Teach us to trust You, not the arm of flesh. Heal us where 
we are wounded, expose what is hidden, and make us fruitful for Your glory. 
Thank You that through Jesus’ blood we are forgiven, and through His resurrection we know that He is 
God, Savior, and Lord. 
May our hearts be engraved not with sin, but with Your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


