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Jeremiah 15 — When Intercession Meets a Hardened Heart 

Theme: God’s holiness confronts a nation past warnings, yet He sustains His servant and offers a 
path back: return, separate the precious from the vile, and stand. 

1) The Limits of Intercession (Jeremiah 15:1–4) 

“Then the LORD said to me: ‘Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My mind would not be 
favorable toward this people. Cast them out of My sight, and let them go forth.’” — Jeremiah 15:1 
(NKJV) 

Two of Scripture’s greatest intercessors—Moses (Exodus 32–34) and Samuel (1 Samuel 7, 12)—
could not turn this tide. Judah’s long refusal to repent has reached a hard boundary. God names four 
instruments of judgment—sword, famine, pestilence, and captivity (Jeremiah 15:2–3)—and anchors 
this crisis in the leadership sins “because of Manasseh… for what he did in Jerusalem” (Jeremiah 
15:4). 

Prayer Insight: Intercession is powerful, but it is not a substitute for repentance. God is not 
reluctant to show mercy (Exodus 34:6–7), yet He will not affirm rebellion. Prayer aims at God’s will 
being done, not our will being granted. 

Practical application: 

• Pray fervently, but practice repentance personally (Psalm 139:23–24). 

• Recognize how leaders shape a people—in homes, churches, and nations. Pray for leaders 
to walk in truth (1 Timothy 2:1–2). 

2) “I Am Weary of Relenting”: When Warnings Are Spent (Jeremiah 15:5–9) 

“You have forsaken Me… Therefore I will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you; I am weary 
of relenting!” — Jeremiah 15:6 (NKJV) 

This is not divine moodiness—it is holy consistency. God had long delayed judgment; now He will no 
longer shield them from the consequences they insist on choosing. The poetry is stark: widows 
multiply, the sun “goes down while it was yet day,” and strength collapses (Jeremiah 15:7–9). 

Practical application: 

• Do not presume on delayed consequences. Mercy delayed is a window for repentance, not a 
permission slip (Romans 2:4). 

• Cultivate soft hearts. The greatest danger is a conscience that stops feeling (Ephesians 4:18–
19). 

3) The Lonely Prophet and the Cost of Truth (Jeremiah 15:10–14) 

“Woe is me, my mother, that you have borne me, a man of strife… yet everyone curses me.” — 
Jeremiah 15:10 (NKJV) 
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Jeremiah has not exploited anyone (“I have neither lent for interest, nor have men lent to me for 
interest”), yet he bears hostility for telling the truth. God promises a preserved remnant and foretells 
Babylonian captivity (Jeremiah 15:11–14). The prophet’s isolation is real, but so is God’s watchcare. 

Practical application: 

• Expect misunderstanding when you speak the truth in love (John 15:18–20). 

• Measure success by faithfulness, not applause (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

4) Eating the Word, Wrestling with God (Jeremiah 15:15–18) 

“Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.” 
— Jeremiah 15:16 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah delights in the Word, yet he also aches: “Why is my pain perpetual… Will You surely be to 
me like an unreliable stream?” (Jeremiah 15:18, NKJV). Scripture dignifies honest lament. God never 
rebukes Jeremiah for bringing his anguish to Him—only for the conclusions that despair whispers. 

Practical application: 

• Make God’s Word your daily bread—eat it (Matthew 4:4). 

• Bring your raw questions to God; just do not camp in cynicism (Psalm 62:8). 

5) God’s Answer: Return, Separate, Stand (Jeremiah 15:19–21) 

“If you return, then I will bring you back; you shall stand before Me. 
If you take out the precious from the vile, you shall be as My mouth. 
Let them return to you, but you must not return to them.” — Jeremiah 15:19 (NKJV) 

Three imperatives shape a faithful life in a faithless age: 

1. Return — Keep turning your whole self God-ward. Ministry begins with fresh surrender. 

2. Separate the precious from the vile — Refuse polluted speech, compromised counsel, and 
mixed motives. Speak what is true, clean, and weighty. 

3. Stand — Let the culture move; you do not. Influence without absorbing its corruption. 

God promises fortification (“a fortified bronze wall”), conflict (“they will fight against you”), 
protection (“they shall not prevail against you”), and deliverance (“I will deliver you… redeem you”) 
in Jeremiah 15:20–21 (NKJV). 

Practical application: 

• Guard your tongue and table: what you say and what you feed on. 

• Live non-anxiously faithful. You are not called to win arguments but to bear witness 
(Philippians 2:14–16). 
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A Theological Posture (neither Calvinist nor Arminian, and non-dispensational) 

• God is holy and faithful—His judgments are just, His mercies are real. 

• Humans are truly responsible—intercession cannot replace repentance. 

• Grace is offered genuinely to all—and must be received with a willing heart. 

• History is one story centered in Christ—the Holy One who upholds all things and invites all to 
come. 

A Challenge for Believers 

1. Renew your return (Jeremiah 15:19). Is there any drift in your affections or habits? Come 
back—today. 

2. Sort your speech (Jeremiah 15:19). “Take out the precious from the vile.” Repent of corrosive 
words, flattery, or fear-driven silence. Speak truth in love (Ephesians 4:15, Ephesians 4:29). 

3. Stand without swaying (Jeremiah 15:19–21). Let others return to you—do not return to them. 
Draw people toward God; do not drift with them away from Him. 

4. Feast on Scripture (Jeremiah 15:16). Make a plan to “eat” the Word daily—read, meditate, 
obey. Joy grows where the Word dwells richly (Colossians 3:16). 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

Judah’s tragedy shows where sin leads: emptiness, judgment, and grief. But God’s heart is not to 
cast you away—it is to bring you back. He has made the way through Jesus Christ. 

• Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, bearing our guilt and removing our 
shame (1 Peter 2:24). 

• His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord (Romans 1:4; Acts 2:36). 

• He invites you to return: turn from sin and trust Him today. 

Pray simply: 

“Lord Jesus, I return to You. I confess my sin and my need for Your mercy. Thank You for shedding 
Your blood on the cross for me and rising from the dead. I believe You are God, Savior, and Lord. 
Make me new, fill me with Your Spirit, and teach me to stand with You. Amen.” 

If you prayed this from the heart, tell a mature believer, be baptized in water, and begin reading the 
Word. You belong to Christ. 


