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Jeremiah 14 — When the Land Dries Up and Hearts Grow Hard 

1. The Drought of the Land and the Drought of the Soul (Jeremiah 14:1–6) 

“The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the droughts. 
Judah mourns, and her gates languish; they mourn for the land, and the cry of Jerusalem has gone 
up.” — Jeremiah 14:1–2 (NKJV) 

A devastating drought struck Judah. The ground cracked open, the wells ran dry, and even the 
animals perished. It was not just a physical drought—it was a spiritual picture of what happens 
when a nation turns away from the living God. 

• The nobles sent servants to the wells, but they came back with empty vessels (Jeremiah 
14:3). 
This mirrors the spiritual condition of many today—searching for fulfillment in all the wrong 
places, returning empty, ashamed, and disappointed. 

• Even the deer and wild donkeys suffered (Jeremiah 14:5–6). 
When people reject God, creation itself groans under the weight of sin (Romans 8:22). 

Application: 

You can have water in the well but still be dry in your soul. Material abundance cannot satisfy 
spiritual thirst. Only Jesus can say, 

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” — John 7:37 (NKJV) 

2. Jeremiah’s Prayer of Confession and Intercession (Jeremiah 14:7–9) 

“O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do it for Your name’s sake; for our backslidings are 
many, we have sinned against You.” — Jeremiah 14:7 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah prays, not by appealing to the people’s goodness, but to God’s mercy and His name. He 
calls God the “Hope of Israel”, the “Savior in time of trouble”, and pleads that God would not act like 
a stranger in the land (Jeremiah 14:8–9). 

This is the mark of a true intercessor — he identifies with the sins of the people, grieves for them, 
and pleads for mercy. 

Jeremiah did not say, “They have sinned,” but “We have sinned.” 

Application: 

When we pray for our nation or our family, we must not pray as spectators but as participants. 
We are part of the problem and must cry for mercy from the same God who alone is the solution. 

3. God’s Response: A People Who Refuse to Return (Jeremiah 14:10–12) 

“Thus says the LORD to this people: 
‘Thus they have loved to wander; they have not restrained their feet. 
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Therefore the LORD does not accept them; He will remember their iniquity now, and punish their 
sins.’” — Jeremiah 14:10 (NKJV) 

The nation had wandered far from God. They enjoyed religion without repentance, ritual without 
relationship. 
Even when they fasted and offered sacrifices, God said, 

“I will not hear their cry… I will consume them by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.” — 
Jeremiah 14:12 (NKJV) 

God’s patience has limits. There comes a point when mercy spurned becomes judgment earned. 

Application: 

Religious activity cannot replace heartfelt repentance. 
We can go to church, sing worship songs, and even give offerings—but if our hearts are far from God, 
our worship becomes empty. 
The Lord desires truth in the inward parts (Psalm 51:6). 

4. The Lies of False Prophets (Jeremiah 14:13–16) 

“Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets say to them, “You shall not see the sword, nor 
shall you have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.”’” — Jeremiah 14:13 (NKJV) 

False prophets assured the people that peace and prosperity were coming. 
They said, “Don’t worry. God won’t judge you. Everything will be fine.” 
But God declared: 

“The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I did not send them, nor command them, nor speak to 
them.” — Jeremiah 14:14 (NKJV) 

They were preaching comfort when God was calling for repentance. 
Their message was popular, but it was false. 

Application: 

We live in an age much like Jeremiah’s. 
There are still teachers who promise peace without repentance, prosperity without purity, heaven 
without holiness. 
But the cross reminds us that sin is serious—so serious that Jesus shed His blood to pay its penalty. 

If there were any other way to God, Calvary would have been unnecessary. 

5. Jeremiah’s Tears for a Dying Nation (Jeremiah 14:17–18) 

“Let my eyes flow with tears night and day, and let them not cease; for the virgin daughter of my 
people has been broken with a mighty blow.” — Jeremiah 14:17 (NKJV) 
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Jeremiah wept because judgment was certain. He saw death in the fields, famine in the cities, and 
deception among prophets and priests. 
He felt what God felt—a broken heart over a rebellious people. 

Application: 

When was the last time you wept for the lost? 
True spirituality is not measured by how loudly we rejoice but by how deeply we love. 
Jeremiah’s compassion reflected God’s heart, for God Himself “has no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked” (Ezekiel 33:11). 

6. A Plea for Mercy (Jeremiah 14:19–22) 

“We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness and the iniquity of our fathers, for we have sinned 
against You.” — Jeremiah 14:20 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah intercedes again, not defending the people but confessing their guilt. 
He prays, 

“Do not abhor us, for Your name’s sake; do not disgrace the throne of Your glory. Remember, do not 
break Your covenant with us.” — Jeremiah 14:21 (NKJV) 

Then he asks the question that exposes the folly of idolatry: 

“Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain? Or can the heavens give showers? 
Are You not He, O LORD our God?” — Jeremiah 14:22 (NKJV) 

In other words, only God can send rain to the land and refreshment to the soul. 

Application for Believers: 

When the droughts of life come—emotional, spiritual, or even physical—don’t look to man-made 
solutions. 
Return to the Lord, who alone can send showers of blessing. 
If you feel spiritually dry, confess your sin, humble yourself, and call upon the Lord for renewal. 

7. The Challenge for Believers 

• Guard against spiritual drought. 
Stay rooted in God’s Word and prayer, not in worldly substitutes that promise life but 
leave you empty. 

• Discern truth from deception. 
Measure every teaching by Scripture, not emotion or popularity. 
The NKJV warns us in 2 Timothy 4:3–4: 
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine... they will turn their 
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 

• Reflect God’s heart for the lost. 
Like Jeremiah, pray with tears for revival in your family, community, and nation. 
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8. The Invitation to Non-Believers 

The drought in Judah pictures the spiritual dryness in every human heart apart from God. 
Sin separates us from the source of life, and no idol—whether wealth, pleasure, or self—can bring 
the rain of peace and forgiveness. 

But God, in His mercy, sent Jesus Christ—the fountain of living water (John 4:14). 
He took your sin upon Himself and shed His blood on the cross to cleanse you from 
unrighteousness. 
And His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

If you will turn from sin and call upon His name, He will forgive you, fill you with His Spirit, and give 
you eternal life. 

“Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. 
But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting 
life.” — John 4:14 (NKJV) 

Today can be the end of your drought. 
Come to Jesus. Receive His forgiveness. Let His living water refresh your soul. 

Closing Prayer 

“Lord, You are the Hope of Israel and the Savior in time of trouble. Forgive us for our backslidings and 
our pride. Send the rain of Your Spirit to soften our hearts and heal our land. For the sake of Your 
name, do not leave us dry and empty. Thank You that through the cross of Jesus Christ, living water 
flows freely to all who believe. Fill us anew with Your life and power, and let Your mercy be known 
through us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 


