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Introduction: A God Who Speaks in Pictures 

In Jeremiah 13 the Lord uses two vivid word pictures—a ruined linen sash and wine jars—to expose 
Judah’s pride and to call His people back. This chapter shows how a people once close to God can 
become spiritually useless, and yet how the Lord still pleads for cleansing and restoration. 

1) The Linen Sash: From Close to Corrupted (Jeremiah 13:1–11) 

The sign. God commands Jeremiah to buy a linen sash (a priestly, intimate garment), wear it, hide it 
by the River Euphrates, and later retrieve it—now ruined and worthless (Jeremiah 13:1–7). 

The message. 

• Design: “As the sash clings to the waist of a man, so I have caused the whole house of Israel 
and the whole house of Judah to cling to Me… for a people, for a name, for a praise, and for a 
glory” (Jeremiah 13:11, NKJV). God formed Israel for nearness and display of His beauty. 

• Decline: “But they would not hear” (Jeremiah 13:11, NKJV). Pride, stubborn imaginations, 
and idolatry rotted what was meant to be lovely. 

Practical application (today): 

• God saved us for closeness, not mere religious creeds or labels. Spiritual rot begins when we 
keep the name but lose the nearness. 

• Guard against the slow leak of pride: unteachable spirit, prayerlessness, and secret 
compromise. These quietly turn a “sash” into a rag. 

A simple prayer: “Lord, bring me close again. Let my life cling to You—heart, habits, and hopes.” 

2) The Wine Jars: Pride That Staggers a Nation (Jeremiah 13:12–17) 

The proverb. The people mock Jeremiah’s word about jars and wine, but God explains: He will fill 
kings, priests, prophets, and people with bewilderment and collision—a national staggering 
because of pride and refusal to listen (Jeremiah 13:12–14). 

The appeal. “Give glory to the LORD your God before He causes darkness… while you are looking for 
light, He turns it into the shadow of death” (Jeremiah 13:16, NKJV). Jeremiah weeps because the 
flock will be carried away (Jeremiah 13:17). 

Practical application: 

• Pride makes us unresponsive to plain warnings. Humility gives glory to God before the sky 
goes dark. 

• Real prophets weep while they warn. Truth without tears hardens; tears without truth 
mislead. We need both. 
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3) The Royal Warning and the Coming Siege (Jeremiah 13:18–21) 

Jeremiah tells the king and queen mother to humble themselves—the crown is coming down, the 
cities will be shut up, and the flock scattered (Jeremiah 13:18–20). Leaders who trained foreign 
powers to rule them will face anguish “as a woman in labor” (Jeremiah 13:21, NKJV). 

Practical application: 

• Leadership without repentance invites collapse. Homes, churches, and communities need 
leaders who bow low before God first. 

4) Why Judgment? Because Sin Is Not Cosmetic—It Is Nature-Deep (Jeremiah 13:22–27) 

The people ask, “Why has this happened?” The Lord answers: because of great iniquity (Jeremiah 
13:22). Then comes the devastating diagnosis: 

“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also do good who are 
accustomed to do evil.” — Jeremiah 13:23 (NKJV) 

Sin is not a surface smudge; it is a nature problem. Left to ourselves, we return to what we are 
accustomed to do. Therefore God announces scattering like chaff, public shame, and exposure of 
adultery and idolatry on the hills (Jeremiah 13:24–27). Yet He ends with a question full of yearning: 
“Woe to you, O Jerusalem! Will you still not be made clean? After how long?” (Jeremiah 13:27, NKJV). 

Practical application: 

• Self-reform cannot change nature. We do not need better cosmetics; we need a new heart 
(Ezekiel 36:26–27). 

• God’s final question is an open door: Will you still not be made clean? The Father longs to 
cleanse, not merely expose. 

A Challenge for Believers 

1. Return to nearness. Schedule what keeps you close (Scripture, prayer, gathered worship, the 
Lord’s Table) and starve what rots the sash (hidden sins, grumbling, self-promotion). 

2. Practice pre-darkness humility. “Give glory to the LORD… before He causes darkness” 
(Jeremiah 13:16, NKJV). Repent early, not after the cliff. 

3. Lead with tears and truth. Warn your circle, but weep as you warn (Jeremiah 13:17). 

4. Choose nature-change, not image-management. Ask the Holy Spirit to make obedience your 
new reflex. The gospel is not behavior paint; it is heart transplant. 

An Invitation to the Not-Yet-Convinced 

Jeremiah 13 says we cannot change our spots. But the good news is that God can. He has acted 
decisively in Jesus Christ. Jesus saved us when He shed His blood on the cross, bearing our sin and 
shame, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord (see Romans 1:3–4; First 
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Corinthians 15:3–4). He does not offer you a spiritual cosmetic—He offers you a new birth and a 
clean heart. 

How to respond: 

• Turn to God: “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 
3:19). 

• Trust Jesus now: “Whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). 

• Confess Him openly: “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

A prayer you can make your own: 
“Lord Jesus, I cannot change my own heart. I believe You shed Your blood on the cross for my sins 
and rose from the dead. I confess You as my God, my Savior, and my Lord. Make me clean, give me a 
new heart, and teach me to walk close to You. Amen.” 

 


