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Introduction: Hearing the Word of the Lord 

“Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel. Thus says the LORD: ‘Do not learn 
the way of the Gentiles; do not be dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the Gentiles are dismayed at 
them.’” — Jeremiah 10:1–2 (NKJV) 

Every spiritual awakening begins with the same invitation: “Hear the word of the LORD.” The problem 
in Jeremiah’s day was not that God had stopped speaking—it was that His people had stopped 
listening. They had been influenced by the surrounding nations and began to imitate their customs 
and superstitions. 

The Lord warned, “Do not learn the way of the Gentiles.” Their ways were rooted in fear, not faith—in 
superstition, not truth. They were terrified by the signs in the heavens, reading omens from stars and 
planets. But God’s people were to trust the One who created the heavens, not the signs within them. 

Practical Application: 
We live in a culture fascinated by astrology, “manifestation,” and spiritual fads. Yet none of these 
bring peace, because they remove God from His rightful place as Creator and Lord. True peace 
comes when we stop looking to the stars and start trusting the One who made them. 

1. The Futility of Man-Made Religion (Jeremiah 10:3–5) 

“For the customs of the peoples are futile; for one cuts a tree from the forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the ax. They decorate it with silver and gold; they fasten it with nails and 
hammers so that it will not topple. They are upright, like a palm tree, and they cannot speak; they 
must be carried, because they cannot go by themselves. Do not be afraid of them, for they cannot do 
evil, nor can they do any good.” — Jeremiah 10:3–5 (NKJV) 

The prophet exposes the absurdity of idolatry. People took a tree from the forest, carved it, covered it 
with precious metals, and called it a “god.” It had to be fastened in place so it wouldn’t fall, yet they 
worshiped it as something powerful! 

Though modern idolatry looks different, the principle remains unchanged. Today, idols are not 
always made of wood or gold. They are made of ambition, pleasure, fame, money, or technology—
anything that takes the place of God in our hearts. 

Challenge for Believers: 
Ask yourself honestly: What do I trust in most? What do I fear losing the most? Whatever that is, it 
may have become your idol. The Lord calls us to tear down those idols and return to Him 
wholeheartedly. 

2. The Greatness of the Living God (Jeremiah 10:6–10) 

“Inasmuch as there is none like You, O LORD (You are great, and Your name is great in might), who 
would not fear You, O King of the nations? For this is Your rightful due... But the LORD is the true God; 
He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth will tremble, and the nations will 
not be able to endure His indignation.” — Jeremiah 10:6, 10 (NKJV) 



Daily Bible Reading Companion 
24-Jeremiah 10 

 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

02 

Jeremiah contrasts the lifeless idols of men with the living God of Israel. The idols cannot speak, 
move, or act—but the LORD speaks, moves, and rules over all creation. He is not confined to 
temples or traditions. He is the everlasting King, and His power is seen in all He has made. 

When the true God speaks, storms move, lightning flashes, and the earth trembles. His name is 
great in might, meaning His authority cannot be challenged. 

Application: 
Our worship must be shaped by this reality. The God we serve is not an idea or symbol; He is the 
living Creator. He deserves our reverence, not casual acknowledgment. When we see His greatness, 
every idol loses its charm. 

3. The Power and Wisdom of the Creator (Jeremiah 10:11–13) 

“The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth and from under 
these heavens. He has made the earth by His power, He has established the world by His wisdom, 
and has stretched out the heavens by His discretion.” — Jeremiah 10:11–12 (NKJV) 

Here Jeremiah delivers a simple but profound truth: every false god will vanish. The living God alone 
created the heavens and the earth. The idols of man are perishable because they come from human 
imagination. The true God is eternal, all-wise, and all-powerful. 

Every time we see lightning, rain, or the wind, we are reminded that creation answers to His voice. 
He sustains the world by His word—just as Jesus Christ, the Son of God, upholds all things by the 
word of His power (Hebrews 1:3). 

Personal Reflection: 
When life feels uncertain, remember that the same God who governs creation governs your life. He 
is not distant; He is intimately involved. 

4. The Empty Work of Human Wisdom (Jeremiah 10:14–16) 

“Every man is dull-hearted, without knowledge; every metalsmith is put to shame by an image; for 
his molded image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They are futile, a work of errors; in the 
time of their punishment they shall perish. The Portion of Jacob is not like them, for He is the Maker 
of all things, and Israel is the tribe of His inheritance; the LORD of hosts is His name.” — Jeremiah 
10:14–16 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah laments that human wisdom without God leads to foolishness. People pour skill and 
creativity into crafting idols, yet those idols cannot breathe or bless. Humanity prides itself on 
progress, yet without God, all our knowledge becomes vanity. 

But Jeremiah rejoices in one truth: “The Portion of Jacob is not like them.” The LORD is not made by 
men—He made all things. To belong to Him is the greatest privilege imaginable. 

Application for Believers: 
The world is filled with “works of error”—false beliefs, temporary hopes, empty philosophies. But 
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you belong to the living God. Your “portion” is not wealth, fame, or success. Your portion is the LORD 
Himself, who promises to never leave nor forsake you. 

5. The Prophet’s Prayer and the People’s Rebellion (Jeremiah 10:17–25) 

“O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
O LORD, correct me, but with justice; not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.” — Jeremiah 
10:23–24 (NKJV) 

Jeremiah’s heart breaks as he sees judgment approaching. He realizes that man cannot direct his 
own life apart from God. Human wisdom is not enough to guide us; only the Lord knows the right 
path. 

This is one of the most humble and beautiful prayers in all Scripture: “O LORD, correct me.” He 
doesn’t ask for comfort but for correction. True wisdom begins when we admit our need for God’s 
direction and discipline. 

Jeremiah ends with a cry for mercy: “Not in Your anger, lest You bring me to nothing.” Even in 
judgment, the prophet appeals to God’s compassion. He knows the Lord’s correction is meant to 
restore, not destroy. 

Challenge for Believers: 
Are you willing to pray, “Lord, correct me”? It’s not an easy prayer, but it’s a freeing one. God’s 
correction is never cruel—it is the hand of a loving Father guiding His children back to truth. 

The Invitation to Salvation 

Jeremiah saw the tragedy of a nation turning away from God. Yet his words echo a timeless warning: 

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” — Jeremiah 8:20 (NKJV) 

Do not let those words describe your life. The idols of this world cannot save you. Only the living 
God—revealed in Jesus Christ—can forgive sin and give eternal life. Jesus shed His blood on the 
cross to pay for our sins, and His resurrection declares that He is God, Savior, and Lord. 

The Bible says: 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” — Second Corinthians 6:2 
(NKJV) 

If you have not yet given your life to Christ, do so today. Turn from the lifeless idols of this world and 
trust in the living Savior who died for you and rose again. He offers forgiveness, peace, and eternal 
life to all who call on His name. 


