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Jeremiah 6:1–30 — “When God Calls Us Back to the Old Paths” 

1) Sirens of Mercy: Flee, Warn, Wake (Jeremiah 6:1–8) 

“O you children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee from the midst of Jerusalem! Blow the trumpet 
in Tekoa, and set up a signal-fire in Beth Haccherem; for disaster appears out of the north, and great 
destruction… ‘Cut down trees, and build a mound against Jerusalem. This is the city to be punished; 
she is full of oppression in her midst’… ‘Be instructed, O Jerusalem, lest My soul depart from you.’” — 
Jeremiah 6:1–8 

God’s alarms are mercies, not mere threats. Trumpets and signal fires urge the people to wake up. 
Siege language (“cut down trees,” “build a mound”) exposes how entrenched injustice has become. 
Yet even here the Lord pleads: “Be instructed… lest My soul depart from you.” Judgment is near, but 
the door of repentance is still open. 

Application: Receive warnings as invitations. When God exposes what is wrong, He is inviting you 
into what is right—now. 

2) “Woe to Us… yet We Delay” (Jeremiah 6:9–12) 

“They shall thoroughly glean like a vine the remnant of Israel… To whom shall I speak and give 
warning, that they may hear? Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot give heed… From 
the least of them even to the greatest of them everyone is given to covetousness.” — Jeremiah 6:9–
13a 

Greed has become normal; conscience has grown dull. God’s word feels “a reproach” to those who 
no longer want to be corrected. Social polish hides spiritual poverty. 

Application: Ask the Lord to circumcise your ears—to make you eager, not allergic, to correction. 

3) False Peace and Superficial Healing (Jeremiah 6:13–15) 

“And from the prophet even to the priest everyone deals falsely. They have also healed the hurt of My 
people slightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; nor did they know how to blush.” — 
Jeremiah 6:13b–15 

Religious leaders promise comfort without repentance. The wound of the nation is deep, but they 
apply a bandage of slogans. Where there is no shame, there will be no change. 

Application: Prefer painful truth over pleasant lies. Let the Lord treat the disease, not just the 
symptoms. 

4) The Ancient Road to Rest (Jeremiah 6:16–19) 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, 
and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls.’ But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ Also, I set 
watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’” 
— Jeremiah 6:16–17 
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God points to the old paths—not nostalgia, but the timeless way of covenant faithfulness: truth, 
justice, mercy, and obedient trust. Rest is promised, but the people refuse to walk or listen. 

Application: Identify one “old path” you have neglected—daily Scripture, honest confession, 
reconciled relationships, Sabbath rest—and walk in it this week. 

5) Worship Without Obedience (Jeremiah 6:20–21) 

“For what purpose to Me comes frankincense from Sheba…? Your burnt offerings are not 
acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet to Me… I will lay stumbling blocks before this people.” — 
Jeremiah 6:20–21 

Exquisite offerings cannot compensate for disobedience. God seeks hearts, not theatrics. When 
worship is divorced from obedience, it becomes an offense rather than a fragrance. 

Application: Let your Monday validate your Sunday. Obedience is the truest worship. 

6) The Siege Tightens; the Day Grows Late (Jeremiah 6:22–26) 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, a people comes from the north country… They are cruel and have no 
mercy… We have heard the report of it; our hands grow feeble; anguish has taken hold of us… Do not 
go out into the field, nor walk by the way, because of the sword of the enemy. O daughter of My 
people, dress in sackcloth… for the fierce anger of the Lord has not turned back from us.’” — 
Jeremiah 6:22–26 

The invader advances; the light is fading: “Woe to us, for the day goes away.” God’s call to mourn is 
not theatrical but transformational—a summons to heartfelt turning. 

Application: When conviction grips you, stop and respond. Repentance delayed becomes 
repentance declined. 

7) The Assayer’s Report: Rejected Silver (Jeremiah 6:27–30) 

“I have set you as an assayer and a fortress among My people, that you may know and test their 
way… They are all stubborn rebels, walking as slanderers. They are bronze and iron… The bellows 
blow fiercely, the lead is consumed by the fire; the smelter refines in vain, for the wicked are not 
drawn off. People will call them rejected silver, because the Lord has rejected them.” — Jeremiah 
6:27–30 

Jeremiah tests the nation like a metallurgist at the furnace. Heat rises, impurities should surface—
but nothing separates. The verdict is tragic: “Rejected silver.” God does not delight in this verdict; He 
announced it to prevent it. 

Application: Invite the Refiner’s fire now. Ask the Holy Spirit to surface what He wants to remove—
and agree with Him. 

Practical Application 

1. Heed the trumpet (Jeremiah 6:1, Jeremiah 6:17): Treat conviction as a gift. 
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2. Seek the old paths (Jeremiah 6:16): Rebuild daily habits that anchor you in Christ—Scripture, 
prayer, fellowship, obedience. 

3. Reject false peace (Jeremiah 6:14): Choose truth that heals over comfort that hides. 

4. Unite worship and obedience (Jeremiah 6:20): Let every offering be matched by a yielded life. 

5. Welcome refining (Jeremiah 6:27–30): Pray, “Lord, purify my motives; I surrender what You 
put Your finger on.” 

A Challenge to Believers 

• From hurry to holiness: Slow down at the crossroads; choose God’s path, not culture’s pace 
(Jeremiah 6:16). 

• From slogans to surrender: Refuse “Peace, peace” without repentance; seek deep healing in 
Christ (Jeremiah 6:14). 

• From performance to presence: Bring God your heart, not just your incense (Jeremiah 6:20). 

• From resisting to listening: Train your soul to hear and obey the trumpet of God’s Word 
(Jeremiah 6:17). 

Seven-day practice: Each day, take one “old path” step—confess one sin, repair one relationship, 
practice one act of mercy, or keep one Sabbath hour of quiet with the Lord. 

An Invitation to Non-Believers 

God’s warnings are mercies calling you home. Sin promises peace but delivers ruin; Jesus Christ 
brings true rest for your soul (compare Jeremiah 6:16 with Matthew 11:28–29). He died for your sins 
and rose again to reconcile you to God. You cannot buy God off with offerings. He wants you—
forgiven, cleansed, and made new. 

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” — Romans 10:13 

If you are ready to turn from sin and trust Jesus, pray sincerely: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe You are the Son of God. 
You died for my sins and rose again. 
I turn from my own way and choose Your ‘good way.’ 
Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. 
I receive You as my Savior and my Lord. 
Teach me to walk in Your paths and find rest for my soul. 
In Your name, Amen.” 

If you prayed sincerely, tell a mature believer, be baptized, and join a Bible-teaching study group. The 
trumpet is sounding; the old paths are open. Walk in them—and live. 


