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Introduction to the Book of Jeremiah 

We now begin our study of one of the longest and most profound books in the biblical canon. 
Jeremiah is often regarded by scholars as one of the most deeply spiritual figures in the Old 
Testament—a man whose inner life and external ministry provide a window into the very heart of 
God. 

The name Jeremiah carries a dual significance, likely meaning either "The LORD hurls" or "The LORD 
exalts." Both meanings capture the essence of his life: he was a man "thrown" into the volatile 
political storms of his era, yet sovereignly elevated as a divine messenger to a crumbling nation. 

Jeremiah was a priest called to be a prophet—a sensitive soul tasked with confronting kings, 
exposing false prophets, and rebuking hypocritical religious leaders. While he stood bold before 
men, he was often broken before God. His deep empathy and anguish for his people earned him the 
title "The Weeping Prophet." It is telling that during the earthly ministry of Jesus, some people 
identified Christ with Jeremiah because of his compassion and message (Matthew 16:14). 

Historical Context: A Nation on the Brink 

Jeremiah ministered in Judah during its final forty years as a sovereign state (approximately 627–582 
BC). To understand his message, we must look at the geopolitical landscape: 

• The Divided Kingdom: Following Solomon's reign, Israel split into two. The Northern Kingdom 
(Israel) fell to Assyria due to idolatry. The Southern Kingdom (Judah) survived longer and is 
the primary focus of Jeremiah’s warnings. 

• The Rising Power: During this era, the world balance of power shifted. Babylon, led by 
Nebuchadnezzar, defeated the Assyrians and Egyptians at the Battle of Carchemish (605 
BC). 

• The Instrument of Judgment: God revealed to Jeremiah that Babylon was His chosen 
instrument of discipline. This put Jeremiah in the unpopular position of advising Judah to 
submit to a Gentile power as an act of obedience. For this, he was branded a traitor. 

The Three Stages of Exile 

The fall of Jerusalem did not happen all at once; it occurred in three distinct deportations: 

1. 605 BC: The first siege. Notable nobles and youths, including Daniel, were taken to Babylon. 

2. 597 BC: The second siege. A larger group was deported, including the prophet Ezekiel. 

3. 586 BC: The final destruction. Jerusalem was leveled, the Temple was burned, and the 
remaining population was led away in chains. 

While Isaiah’s writing is often described as elegant and lofty, Jeremiah is direct, simple, and vivid. He 
is a master of imagery, using "word pictures" to make the spiritual reality visible. As you read, pay 
attention to: 
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• Personal Disclosures: Jeremiah is uniquely honest about his feelings, his frustrations, and 
his "complaints" to God. He reveals his own heart as he preaches about the broken heart of 
God. 

• Scriptural Roots: Jeremiah is deeply grounded in the Law, particularly Deuteronomy (alluded 
to or quoted roughly 66 times). 

• New Testament Impact: He is quoted or alluded to over 50 times in the New Testament, with 
half of those instances appearing in the Book of Revelation. 

Jeremiah’s life was not easy, but it was a testament to endurance. Despite watching his nation 
decline and seeing the Temple destroyed—an event he mourns deeply in the book of 
Lamentations—he remained a faithful steward of the Word of God. 

"Then I said, 'I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His name.' But His word was in 
my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, and I could not." — 
Jeremiah 20:9 (NKJV) 

Chronology of the Kings of Judah During Jeremiah’s Ministry 

Jeremiah’s career spanned approximately 40 years, serving during the reigns of the final five kings of 
Judah. Understanding these leaders helps clarify why his messages shifted from calls for 
repentance to warnings of inevitable judgment. 

King Character Jeremiah’s Context 

Josiah (640–
609 BC) 

The Reformer. Found the 
Book of the Law and 
purged idols. 

Jeremiah began his ministry in Josiah's 13th year. It 
was a time of hope, but the people's hearts didn't truly 
change. 

Jehoahaz (609 
BC) 

Evil. Reigned only 3 
months. 

Deposed by Pharaoh Necho and taken to Egypt. 
Jeremiah prophesied he would never return (Jeremiah 
22:10–12). 

Jehoiakim 
(609–598 BC) 

The Tyrant. Arrogant and 
rebellious against God. 

He famously cut up and burned Jeremiah’s scroll. 
Jeremiah predicted he would have the "burial of a 
donkey" (Jeremiah 22:18–19). 

Jehoiachin 
(598–597 BC) 

The Captive. Reigned 3 
months. 

Surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar during the Second 
Siege. He was taken to Babylon, where he lived in exile 
for decades. 

Zedekiah (597–
586 BC) 

The Weak. A puppet king 
installed by Babylon. 

Frequently consulted Jeremiah in secret but feared his 
officials. His rebellion led to the Final Destruction of 
Jerusalem. 
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Key Observations for Your Reading 

• The Transition of Power: During Jehoiakim’s reign, the Battle of Carchemish (605 BC) 
occurred. This is the "hinge" of history where Babylon became the dominant world power. 

• The Spiritual Decline: Even though Josiah was a godly king, the "reforms" were largely 
external. Jeremiah’s task was to tell the people that their religious rituals were empty 
because their hearts were far from God. 

• The Final Warning: By the time of Zedekiah, the window for national safety had closed. 
Jeremiah’s message became: "Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and 
serve him and his people, and live!" (Jeremiah 27:12, NKJV). 

 


