Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-66

Isaiah 66 — “The God Who Dwells with the Humble, and the King Who Comes with Fire”
1) God’s Dwelling and the Heart He Welcomes (Isaiah 66:1-2)

“Thus says the Lord:

‘Heaven is My throne,

And earth is My footstool.

Where is the house that you will build Me?
And where is the place of My rest?

For all those things My hand has made,
And all those things exist,’

Says the Lord.

‘But on this one will | look:

On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit,
And who trembles at My word.””

— Isaiah 66:1-2

God is not impressed by impressive buildings. He made the cosmos; He does not need a house—He
desires a heart: poor (humble), contrite (broken in honesty), and trembling at His word (responsive
reverence). The Lord’s true “resting place” is a people who welcome His reign within.

Application: Ask: Do | tremble at God’s word—or do | tame it? The person God “looks upon” is not
the flashy worshiper but the humble listener who obeys.

2) Empty Religion versus Obedient Reverence (Isaiah 66:3-4)

“He who kills a bull is as if he slays a man;

He who sacrifices a lamb, as if he breaks a dog’s neck;
He who offers a grain offering, as if he offers swine’s blood;
He who burns incense, as if he blesses an idol.

Just as they have chosen their own ways,

And their soul delights in their abominations,

So will I choose their delusions,

And bring their fears on them;

Because, when | called, no one answered,

When | spoke they did not hear;

But they did evil before My eyes,

And chose that in which | do not delight.”

— Isaiah 66:3-4

Outward ceremonies without inward surrender become offensive to God. When people choose their
own way, God allows them to believe their own delusions. Mercy is offered, but refusal has
consequences.

Balanced emphasis: God genuinely calls; people are truly responsible to answer. Grace invites;
unbelief hardens.
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Application: Trade religious performance for heartfelt obedience. Ask the Spirit to show where you
have “chosen your own way.”

3) Comfort for the Faithful Minority (Isaiah 66:5-9)

“Hear the word of the Lord,

You who tremble at His word:

‘Your brethren who hated you,

Who cast you out for My name’s sake, said,
“Let the Lord be glorified,

That we may see your joy.”

But they shall be ashamed.””

— Isaiah 66:5

The Lord sees those who suffer for His name—even from religious opposition. He promises
vindication. Then comes a breathtaking picture: sudden birth without prolonged labor (verses 7-9).
God will finish what He starts.

“Shall | bring to the time of birth, and not cause delivery? ... Shall | who cause delivery shut up the
womb?” says your God.
— Isaiah 66:9

Application: Take courage when obedience is costly. God does not abandon mid-story; He
completes His purposes at the right time.

4) Consolation and Judgment at the Lord’s Appearing (Isaiah 66:10-16)

“Rejoice with Jerusalem... For thus says the Lord:
‘Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river...

As one whom his mother comforts, so | will comfort you;
And you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.””

— Isaiah 66:10-13

God promises peace like a river and mother-like comfort to His people. Yet the same coming
includes judgment on persistent rebellion:

“For behold, the Lord will come with fire
And with His chariots, like a whirlwind,
To render His anger with fury,

And His rebuke with flames of fire.

For by fire and by His sword

The Lord will judge all flesh;

And the slain of the Lord shall be many.”
— |saiah 66:15-16

Balanced emphasis: The Lord’s appearing brings comfort to the humble and confrontation to the
hard-hearted. Hope and warning walk together.

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

02



Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-66

Application: Let future comfort fuel present faithfulness; let future judgment purify present choices.
5) False Devotion Exposed; Global Glory Declared (Isaiah 66:17-21)

The Lord exposes syncretism—ritual “purifying” while eating what He forbids and clinging to idols
(verse 17). He then declares a worldwide revelation of His glory:

“It shall be that | will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come and see My glory... And
they shall declare My glory among the Gentiles. Then they shall bring all your brethren for an offering
to the Lord out of all nations... to My holy mountain Jerusalem... And | will also take some of them for
priests and Levites,” says the Lord.

— Isaiah 66:18-21

God’s plan has always aimed beyond one city to all nations: peoples who have never seen or heard
will be summoned to worship—and God will form a royal priesthood from among them.

Application: Join God’s global heart. Pray, give, and go so that those who have not heard will “see
His glory.”

6) The Enduring New Creation and Universal Worship (Isaiah 66:22-23)

“For as the new heavens and the new earth which | will make shall remain before Me,” says the Lord,
“so shall your descendants and your name remain. And it shall come to pass that from one New
Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me,” says
the Lord.

— |saiah 66:22-23

God promises an enduring new creation and universal worship. The storyline of Scripture marches
toward a world finally at rest under the King.

Application: Practice now what will be forever—worship. Order life around God’s presence, people,
and purposes.

7) A Final, Sober Warning (Isaiah 66:24)

“And they shall go forth and look

Upon the carcasses of the men

Who have transgressed against Me.

For their worm does not die,

And their fire is not quenched.

They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.”
— Isaiah 66:24

The book closes with a solemn picture: God’s judgment is real and dreadful. Jesus used this same
language to warn of final punishment (see Mark 9:43-48). Scripture will not let us domesticate God.
His mercy is fierce; His holiness is unyielding.
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Application: Let this warning move you—away from sin, toward the Savior, and into urgent witness.
Practical Application (for today)

1. Cultivate a trembling heart (Isaiah 66:2): Begin Scripture time by praying, “Lord, make my
heart soft and responsive.”

2. Replace forms with obedience (Isaiah 66:3-4): Where God has spoken, obey quickly. Delay
often becomes delusion.

3. Persevere under pressure (Isaiah 66:5): If you are marginalized for Christ, He sees and will
vindicate you.

4. Pray in step with God’s timing (Isaiah 66:7-9): Ask God to complete what He has conceived—
in your family, ekklesia, and city.

5. Live for global glory (Isaiah 66:18-21): Adopt an unreached people group in prayer; support
gospel work that declares His glory among the nations.

6. Let eternity setyour agenda (Isaiah 66:22-23): Schedule worship, service, and witness as
non-negotiables.

A Challenge to Believers
* From pride to poverty of spirit: Seek the gaze of God by humbling yourself (Isaiah 66:2).

* Fromritual to surrender: Lay down any worship that does not translate into obedience
(Isaiah 66:3).

* From silence to witness: Warn with tears and hope; comfort with the gospel and the
promised kingdom (Isaiah 66:15-16, Isaiah 66:22-23).

* From small horizons to God’s horizon: Align your resources with God’s global purpose (Isaiah
66:18-21).

Consider a seven-day response: read Isaiah 66 daily, confess one area of delayed obedience,
engage one act of humble service, and share Jesus with one person.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

The God whose throne is heaven and whose footstool is earth (Isaiah 66:1) is not distant. He sent
His Son, Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and rose again so that you could be forgiven, made
new, and brought into His everlasting kingdom. He promises comfort to the humble and warns of
judgment for unrepentant sin (Isaiah 66:13, Isaiah 66:15-16, Isaiah 66:24). Today is the day to come
to Him with a contrite heart and to tremble at His word in faith.

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” — Romans 10:13

If you are ready to turn from sin and trust Jesus, pray from your heart:
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“Lord Jesus, | believe You are the Son of God.

You died for my sins and rose again.

| come to You with a humble, contrite heart.

Please forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new.

I surrender to You as my Savior and my Lord.

Teach me to tremble at Your word and to follow You all my days.
In Jesus’name, Amen.”

If you prayed sincerely, tell a mature believer, be baptized, and join a Bible-teaching church.
Welcome to a new life under the loving rule of the King who will one day make all things new.
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