Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-64

Isaiah 64 — “Oh, That You Would Rend the Heavens!”
1) A Holy Longing for God to Come Down (Isaiah 64:1-4)

“Oh, that You would rend the heavens!

That You would come down!

That the mountains might shake at Your presence—
As fire burns brushwood,

As fire causes water to boil—

To make Your name known to Your adversaries,

That the nations may tremble at Your presence!
When You did awesome things for which we did not look,
You came down,

The mountains shook at Your presence.

For since the beginning of the world

Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear,

Nor has the eye seen any God besides You,

Who acts for the one who waits for Him.”

— Isaiah 64:1-4, NKJV

Isaiah cries out for God’s manifest presence—not a token gesture, but a heaven-rending revival
where God’s reality is unmistakable. He remembers past “awesome things” and pleads for God to
do it again. The prophet anchors hope in a God “who acts for the one who waits for Him.” Waiting is
not passivity; it’s faithful, prayerful expectancy—the posture of a heart aligned with God.

The New Testament echoes this hope:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

Nor have entered into the heart of man

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.
But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.”

— 1 Corinthians 2:9-10, NKJV

Balanced emphasis: God sovereignly initiates; we must actively wait, seek, and respond. Neither
fatalism (“nothing | do matters”) nor self-reliance (“l can make it happen without God”) fits the text.

Personal application: Where do you need God to “rend the heavens” in your life—your home,
church, or city? Take Isaiah’s prayer as your own.

2) Honest Repentance, Not Self-Justification (Isaiah 64:5-7)

“You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness,
Who remembers You in Your ways.

You are indeed angry, for we have sinned—

In these ways we continue;

And we need to be saved.

But we are all like an unclean thing,
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And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;

We all fade as a leaf,

And our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
And there is no one who calls on Your nhame,

Who stirs himself up to take hold of You;

For You have hidden Your face from us,

And have consumed us because of our iniquities.”
— Isaiah 64:5-7, NKJV

Isaiah confesses without excuses. He doesn’t minimize sin or point fingers—he owns it: “We need to
be saved.” Our best efforts—“righteousnesses”—cannot cleanse us; they’re “filthy rags” compared
to God’s holiness. The crisis isn’t just that we sin; it’s that we often stop seeking God: “There is no
one who...stirs himself up to take hold of You.”

Balanced emphasis: God is holy and just; we are accountable to repent and seek Him. Grace isn’t
cheap. It calls us out of self-reliance into honest surrender.

Personal application: Trade self-defense for confession. Ask, “Where have | stopped ‘stirring myself
up’ to take hold of God—in prayer, Scripture, holiness, or reconciliation?”

3) Clay in the Potter’s Hands (Isaiah 64:8)

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father;
We are the clay, and You our potter;
And all we are the work of Your hand.”
— Isaiah 64:8, NKJV

Sovereignty meets tenderness: Father and Potter. God shapes; we yield. Knowing the Potter’s good
character frees us from fear and invites trusting surrender. The safest place to be is malleable in His
hands.

Balanced emphasis: God truly rules; we are truly responsible to yield. This is neither mechanical
determinism nor human self-mastery—it is relational surrender to a wise and loving Father.

Personal application: Pray, “Lord, make me soft clay. Shape my desires, habits, and reactions.
Sand down what keeps me from Your purposes.”

4) Pleading for Mercy Over Ruins (Isaiah 64:9-12)

“Do not be furious, O Lord,

Nor remember iniquity forever;

Indeed, please look—we all are Your people!
Your holy cities are a wilderness,

Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.
Our holy and beautiful temple,

Where our fathers praised You,

Is burned up with fire;
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And all our pleasant things are laid waste.

Will You restrain Yourself because of these things, O Lord?
Will You hold Your peace, and afflict us very severely?”

— Isaiah 64:9-12, NKJV

Isaiah intercedes over devastation—sanctuaries in ruins, memories of worship now ashes. He
doesn’t quit; he appeals to covenant mercy: “We are Your people... please look.” This is the heart of
revival praying: bold requests from a humbled people, grounded in who God is.

Personal application: Where are the “ruins” around you—family fractures, moral collapse, cooling
love for Christ? Pray big: “Lord, look and act for Your name’s sake.”

Practical Application (for today)

1. Pray Isaiah’s Prayer Daily: “Lord, rend the heavens. Come down. Make Your name known.”
Keep a short list of specific people and places.

2. Wait Actively: Carve out focused time to seek God (Scripture, silence, worship, intercession).
Waiting is a discipline.

3. Practice Honest Confession: Stop defending, start confessing (1 John 1:9). Invite the Spirit to
search you (Psalm 139:23-24).

4. Yield as Clay: Offer fresh surrender each morning. Ask God where He wants to reshape your
schedule, words, and priorities.

5. Rebuild the Ruins: Where possible, reconcile with people, restore spiritual habits, and serve
your local ekklesia as a house of prayer (Isaiah 56:7).

A Challenge to Believers
* From Restless to Reverent: Trade anxious striving for God-seeking waiting.
* From Excuses to Repentance: Drop self-justification; pick up the cross.
* From Spectator to Intercessor: Stand in the gap for your family, ekklesia, and city.
* From Stiff to Soft Clay: Let God reshape attitudes, appetites, and ambitions.

* From Temporal to Eternal: “We do not look at the things which are seen...but at the things
which are not seen” (2 Corinthians 4:18, NKJV). Reorder life around what lasts.

Set a 7-day “Isaiah 64” rhythm: fast one meal, pray Isaiah 64 aloud, confess specifically, and
intercede boldly for revival.

An Invitation to Non-Believers

Isaiah said, “We need to be saved.” That’s true for all of us. Our sins separate us from God, and even
our “best” cannot bridge the gap (/saiah 64:6). But God has already “rent the heavens” and come
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down—in Jesus Christ. He bore our sins on the cross and rose again so you can be forgiven, made
new, and welcomed as God’s child.

“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
— Romans 10:13, NKJV

If you’re ready to turn from sin and trust Jesus, pray from your heart:

“Lord Jesus, | believe You are the Son of God.

You came down for me, died for my sins, and rose again.
| confess my sin and ask Your forgiveness.

I surrender to You—be my Savior and my Lord.

Make me new, and fill me with Your Spirit.

I will follow You from this day forward.

In Jesus’name, Amen.”

If you prayed that sincerely, welcome to God’s family. Tell a mature believer, be baptized in water,
and join a Bible-teaching study group. God has begun to reveal the very things He has prepared for
those who love Him.
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