Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-51

Isaiah 51:1-23
“Listen to Me”: Comfort for the Redeemed and a Call to Trust
Listen Back to Go Forward (Isaiah 51:1-3)

“Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness,

You who seek the Lord:

Look to the rock from which you were hewn,

And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.

Look to Abraham your father,

And to Sarah who bore you;

For I called him alone,

And blessed him and increased him.” (Isaiah 51:1-2, NKJV)

“For the Lord will comfort Zion,

He will comfort all her waste places;

He will make her wilderness like Eden,

And her desert like the garden of the Lord;

Joy and gladness will be found in it,

Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” (Isaiah 51:3, NKJV)

Meaning: God calls His people to “listen” and to remember their story. Israel’s origin in Abraham
and Sarah was not human ingenuity but divine calling and blessing. The same God who began the
work will complete it—transforming desolation into Eden-like delight.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God initiates and sustains His purposes; we must
listen, seek, and look—actively remembering His promises and aligning our steps with them.

Personal application: When you feel barren or outmatched, rehearse God’s faithfulness in your
story. Name three ways He has led you “from the pit,” and thank Him out loud. Then ask: “What is
one obedient step | can take today because He is faithful?”

Listen for the Law that Lights the Nations (Isaiah 51:4-6)

“Listen to Me, My people;

And give ear to Me, O My nation:

For law will proceed from Me,

And | will make My justice rest

As a light of the peoples.

My righteousness is near,

My salvation has gone forth,

And My arms will judge the peoples;

The coastlands will wait upon Me,

And on My arm they will trust.” (Isaiah 51:4-5, NKJV)
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“Lift up your eyes to the heavens,

And look on the earth beneath.

For the heavens will vanish away like smoke,

The earth will grow old like a garment,

And those who dwell in it will die in like manner;

But My salvation will be forever,

And My righteousness will not be abolished.” (Isaiah 51:6, NKJV)

Meaning: God’s instruction and justice are not parochial but global. Creation is temporary; God’s
saving righteousness is forever.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God’s plan is sure and world-embracing; our partis to
“lift up” our eyes and anchor hope not in fragile circumstances but in His unending salvation.

Personal application: What currently feels permanent that actually is not (a fear, atrend, a
headline)? Speak this truth to your soul: “But His salvation will be forever, and His righteousness will
not be abolished” (Isaiah 51:6).

Fear God, Not People (Isaiah 51:7-8)

“Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,

You people in whose heart is My law:

Do not fear the reproach of men,

Nor be afraid of their insults.

For the moth will eat them up like a garment,

And the worm will eat them like wool;

But My righteousness will be forever,

And My salvation from generation to generation.” (Isaiah 51:7-8, NKJV)

Meaning: Those who treasure God’s word will face mockery, but human scorn is short-lived; God’s
saving righteousness endures.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God preserves His people; we must choose courage
over compromise.

Personal application: Where are you tempted to shrink back because of people’s opinions? Pray for
one act of Spirit-given boldness this week.

“Awake, O Arm of the Lord”—and God’s Answer (Isaiah 51:9-11)

“Awake, awake, put on strength,

O arm of the Lord!

Awake as in the ancient days,

In the generations of old.

Are You not the arm that cut Rahab apart,
And wounded the serpent?

Are You not the One who dried up the sea,
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The waters of the great deep;
That made the depths of the sea a road
For the redeemed to cross over?” (Isaiah 51:9-10, NKJV)

“So the ransomed of the Lord shall return,

And come to Zion with singing,

With everlasting joy on their heads.

They shall obtain joy and gladness;

Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 51:11, NKJV)

Meaning: God’s people plead for the same saving power that delivered Israel from Egypt. God
answers with a sure promise: the ransomed will return with everlasting joy.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God’s mighty arm saves; our role is to cry out in faith
and keep walking the “road for the redeemed.”

Personal application: Turn your nostalgia for “the ancient days” into present prayer: “Awake in me,
Lord—strengthen my faith to walk the path You open.”

Comfort That Silences Fear (Isaiah 51:12-16)

“I, even I, am He who comforts you.

Who are you that you should be afraid

Of a man who will die,

And of the son of a man who will be made like grass?
And you forget the Lord your Maker,

Who stretched out the heavens

And laid the foundations of the earth;

You have feared continually every day

Because of the fury of the oppressor,

When he has prepared to destroy.

And where is the fury of the oppressor?” (Isaiah 51:12-13, NKJV)

“But lam the Lord your God,

Who divided the sea whose waves roared—

The Lord of hosts is His name.

And | have put My words in your mouth;

| have covered you with the shadow of My hand,

That I may plant the heavens,

Lay the foundations of the earth,

And say to Zion, ‘You are My people.”” (Isaiah 51:15-16, NKJV)

Meaning: God personally comforts His people and re-frames their fear: people are mortal; He is the
Maker. He covers, speaks, and claims His people as His own.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God pledges His presence; we must exchange
obsessive fear for intentional remembrance—*“You are my people.”
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Personal application: When anxiety surges, say aloud who God is (Maker, Lord of hosts) and who
you are (His people). Scripture-shaped self-talk is an act of trust.

“Awake”—This Time, to Us (Isaiah 51:17-20)

“Awake, awake!

Stand up, O Jerusalem,

You who have drunk at the hand of the Lord

The cup of His fury;

You have drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling,
And drained it out.” (Isaiah 51:17, NKJV)

Israel had stumbled under discipline and lacked human help (Isaiah 51:18-20). Yet even here, the
call is to awake—rise in repentance and hope.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God’s just discipline is real, but not final. He calls us
to stand up—turning from sin and standing in His word.

Personal application: If you are under the consequences of your choices, do not despair. “Awake,
awake”—stand up in repentance, and return to the Lord who still calls you His.

Exchange of Cups: From Trembling to Triumph (Isaiah 51:21-23)

“Thus says your Lord,

The Lord and your God,

Who pleads the cause of His people:

‘See, | have taken out of your hand

The cup of trembling,

The dregs of the cup of My fury;

You shall no longer drink it.

But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you...”” (Isaiah 51:22-23, NKJV)

Meaning: God promises to remove the cup of wrath from His people and to deal with their
oppressors. Ultimately, this anticipates the Servant (Isaiah 52-53) who bears judgment so God’s
people can drink the cup of salvation.

Sovereign faithfulness + real responsibility: God Himself “pleads the cause of His people.” Our
calling is to receive the grace He provides through His Servant and to live as the people He names us
to be.

Personal application: Trade the cup of self-reliance for the cup of trust. Pray: “Lord, | receive the
grace You extend in Jesus; teach me to walk as Your ransomed one.”
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Gospel Thread: The Servant who Drinks the Cup for Us

Isaiah 51 sets the stage for Isaiah 52-53: God’s righteous salvation comes through His Servant,
Jesus Christ, who drinks the cup of wrath in our place (compare Matthew 26:39; Isaiah 53:5-6).
God’s arm saves; our response is repentance and trust.

Invitation to Salvation

God’s salvation “will be forever” (Isaiah 51:6). He has acted decisively in Jesus Christ to forgive sins
and reconcile you to Himself.

e Acknowledge your sin and need: “All we like sheep have gone astray” (Isaiah 53:6, NKJV).

e Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again: “He was wounded for our
transgressions” (Isaiah 53:5, NKJV).

e Receive Him by faith: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God” (John 1:12, NKJV).

A simple prayer:

“Lord Jesus, | turn from my sin and place my trust in You. Thank You for bearing the cup | deserved.
Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me Your own. | receive Your salvation and choose to follow You
as Lord. Amen.”

If you prayed sincerely from the heart, take your next step: tell another believer, be baptized in water
(Matthew 28:19), and join a Bible-teaching study group family.

A Challenge for Believers

1. Listen and Live: Three times God says “Listen to Me” (Isaiah 51:1, 4, 7). Set a daily time to
hear His Word and respond in obedience.

2. Lift Your Eyes: Measure fears against the forever-ness of God’s salvation (Isaiah 51:6).
Journal one way His eternity reshapes today’s decisions.

3. Fear God, Not People: Choose one area where you’ve bowed to reproach (Isaiah 51:7). Actin
quiet courage this week.

4. Pray“Awake” Prayers: Ask God to display His ancient power in present weakness (Isaiah
51:9-11)—then take the next faithful step He shows you.

5. Stand Up in Hope: If you’ve stumbled, “Awake, awake... stand up” (Isaiah 51:17). Confess,
receive cleansing (1 John 1:9), and walk restored.

6. Celebrate the Exchange: Thank Jesus daily for taking the cup of trembling so you may drink
the cup of salvation (Isaiah 51:22; Luke 22:20).
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Closing Encouragement

The God who called Abraham, comforts Zion, and claims His people as His own is the same God
who holds you today. His salvation will be forever; His righteousness will not be abolished. So listen,
lift your eyes, fear not, and walk in the joy of the ransomed—for sorrow and sighing shall flee away
(Isaiah 51:11).
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