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Isaiah 50:1–11 

The Suffering Servant’s Obedience and Our Call to Respond 

Israel’s Rejection and God’s Faithfulness (Isaiah 50:1–3) 

“Thus says the Lord: 
‘Where is the certificate of your mother’s divorce, 
Whom I have put away? 
Or which of My creditors is it to whom I have sold you? 
For your iniquities you have sold yourselves, 
And for your transgressions your mother has been put away. 
Why, when I came, was there no man? 
Why, when I called, was there none to answer? 
Is My hand shortened at all that it cannot redeem? 
Or have I no power to deliver? Indeed with My rebuke I dry up the sea, 
I make the rivers a wilderness; 
Their fish stink because there is no water, and die of thirst. 
I clothe the heavens with blackness, 
And I make sackcloth their covering.’” (Isaiah 50:1–3, NKJV) 

God confronts His people, Israel. They were not cast away because He was unfaithful, nor sold 
because He lacked resources. Rather, their sins separated them from Him. They had, by their 
iniquities, enslaved themselves. Yet, God’s arm was still mighty to redeem. His power to deliver had 
not diminished. 

This reveals two realities: 

• God’s sovereign faithfulness – His love and power never fail. 

• Human responsibility – Sinful choices bring separation, but the fault lies not with God. 

Personal application: How often do we blame God for distance in our relationship with Him, when in 
reality we are the ones who have drifted? If He feels far away, it is not because He has moved but 
because we have wandered. 

The Obedient Servant (Isaiah 50:4–6) 

“The Lord God has given Me 
The tongue of the learned, 
That I should know how to speak 
A word in season to him who is weary. 
He awakens Me morning by morning, 
He awakens My ear 
To hear as the learned. 
The Lord God has opened My ear; 
And I was not rebellious, 
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Nor did I turn away. 
I gave My back to those who struck Me, 
And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; 
I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.” (Isaiah 50:4–6, NKJV) 

Here the Servant—pointing prophetically to Jesus Christ—speaks. He lived in perfect submission to 
the Father’s will. His ear was opened to obey, just as a bondservant in Israel could choose lifelong 
service by having his ear pierced (Exodus 21:5–6). Jesus chose obedience, even to the death of the 
cross. 

Verse 6 describes His humiliation during His trial and crucifixion: scourging, beard-plucking, shame, 
and spitting. This was fulfilled in the Gospels when Jesus stood before the soldiers who mocked, 
beat, and spit upon Him (Matthew 26:67; John 19:1–3). 

Personal application: Jesus willingly submitted to humiliation and pain because of His love for us. 
How do we respond to that love? Do we offer Him only words, or do we also surrender our will to His, 
even when obedience costs us? 

The Servant’s Confidence in God (Isaiah 50:7–9) 

“For the Lord God will help Me; 
Therefore I will not be disgraced; 
Therefore I have set My face like a flint, 
And I know that I will not be ashamed. 
He is near who justifies Me; 
Who will contend with Me? 
Let us stand together. 
Who is My adversary? 
Let him come near Me. 
Surely the Lord God will help Me; 
Who is he who will condemn Me? 
Indeed they will all grow old like a garment; 
The moth will eat them up.” (Isaiah 50:7–9, NKJV) 

Jesus, despised and rejected, placed His full trust in the Father. He “set His face like a flint,” 
unshaken by opposition, confident in the coming vindication of God. Those who accused and 
condemned Him would fade like moth-eaten garments, but His obedience and sacrifice endure 
forever. 

Personal application: When facing ridicule or rejection for following Christ, remember—our 
ultimate vindication rests with God, not with human opinion. Are you willing to “set your face like a 
flint,” trusting Him, even when obedience brings opposition? 
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A Call to Trust God or Face Sorrow (Isaiah 50:10–11) 

“Who among you fears the Lord? 
Who obeys the voice of His Servant? 
Who walks in darkness 
And has no light? 
Let him trust in the name of the Lord 
And rely upon his God. 
Look, all you who kindle a fire, 
Who encircle yourselves with sparks: 
Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you have kindled— 
This you shall have from My hand: 
You shall lie down in torment.” (Isaiah 50:10–11, NKJV) 

Two paths are laid before us: 

1. Trusting the Servant – Even if we walk through darkness, we can rely upon God’s name and 
His faithfulness. 

2. Trusting ourselves – To light our own fire, to create our own “light,” is to walk by human effort 
and end in sorrow. 

This is the dividing line of life. Either we place our confidence in God’s Servant, Jesus Christ, or we 
trust in our own ways—and reap eternal loss. 

Invitation to Salvation 

Isaiah’s prophecy points us directly to Jesus Christ, who bore our shame and opened the way of 
salvation. The question remains: Will you trust Him? The Bible says, “But as many as received Him, 
to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12, 
NKJV). 

If you have never surrendered to Christ, today is the day. Admit your sin, believe that Jesus Christ 
died for you and rose again, and receive Him as Lord. His love compelled Him to endure the shame 
of the cross so you could be forgiven and set free. 

A Challenge for Believers 

Believer, are you walking in the light of His truth, or are you still kindling sparks of your own making? 
God calls us to wholehearted obedience, to trust Him even when the path is dark. Jesus set His face 
like a flint to do the Father’s will. Will you set your face like a flint to follow Him in your home, 
workplace, and community? 

May our lives reflect this prayer: “Lord, open my ear as You opened the ear of Your Son. Teach me to 
obey, to endure, and to trust, until Your glory is revealed.” 


