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Isaiah 47 — “The Fall of Proud Babylon” 

Babylon Humbled (47:1–4) 

“Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; 
Sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans! 
For you shall no more be called tender and delicate.” (Isaiah 47:1, NKJV) 

Babylon—secure, luxurious, self-assured—will be reduced to slavery and shame: 

“Your nakedness shall be uncovered, … I will take vengeance, and I will not arbitrate with a man.” 
(Isaiah 47:3) 

Over against Babylon’s idols stands Israel’s Redeemer: 

“As for our Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is His name, 
The Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 47:4) 

Personal application: God resists proud systems and proud hearts. Where am I “sitting on a throne” 
in my own mind—untouchable, uncorrectable, unaccountable? 

Misusing Power Brings Judgment (47:5–7) 

God had disciplined His people through Babylon, yet Babylon showed no mercy: 

“I was angry with My people… and gave them into your hand. 
You showed them no mercy; … you made your yoke very heavy.” (Isaiah 47:6) 

Babylon presumed its prosperity would never end: 

“I shall be a lady forever.” (Isaiah 47:7) 

Balanced truth: God can use a nation—or a person—as an instrument, but that never excuses 
cruelty or pride. Divine sovereignty never cancels human responsibility. 

Personal application: Authority is stewardship. How do I treat people when I’m in the stronger 
position—at home, work, ministry? Mercy matters to God. 

The Lie of Self-Sufficiency (47:8–11) 

Babylon boasted: 

“I am, and there is no one else besides me; 
I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children.” (Isaiah 47:8) 

But God replies: 

“These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day— 
The loss of children, and widowhood.” (Isaiah 47:9) 

Why? Because Babylon trusted sorceries, secret wickedness, and presumed anonymity: 
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“You have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, ‘No one sees me.’” (Isaiah 47:10) 
“Therefore evil shall come upon you… and desolation shall come upon you suddenly.” (Isaiah 47:11) 

Personal application: Hidden sin is never hidden from God. The sooner we walk in the light, the 
sooner mercy meets us. 

Futile Counselors and False Spiritualities (47:12–15) 

God challenges Babylon’s occult confidence: 

“Stand now with your enchantments and the multitude of your sorceries… 
Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, and the monthly prognosticators 
Stand up and save you from what shall come upon you.” (Isaiah 47:12–13) 

They cannot. All false trusts burn like stubble: 

“Behold, they shall be as stubble, the fire shall burn them… none shall save you.” (Isaiah 47:14–15) 

Personal application: Superstition, occult curiosity, and “DIY spirituality” promise control but 
deliver bondage. Jesus alone tells the truth, forgives sin, and frees the soul. 

The Salvation Message — From Pride to Peace 

Isaiah 47 exposes the bankruptcy of idols, pride, secret sin, and counterfeit spiritualities. God’s 
answer is not a new spell or stronger self-confidence, but a Redeemer (Isaiah 47:4). In Jesus 
Christ—crucified and risen—God offers mercy to the proud who repent and life to those who have 
trusted lies. 

How to respond today: 

1. Turn from hidden sin and false trusts. 

2. Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again. 

3. Call on Him as Lord and Redeemer. 

A simple, sincere prayer: 

“Lord Jesus, I turn from pride, secrecy, and false trusts. 
Thank You for dying for my sins and rising again. 
Forgive me, cleanse me, and be my Redeemer and Lord. 
I place my trust in You alone. Amen.” 

A Challenge for Believers — Living Isaiah 47 This Week 

1. Practice Humble Mercy: Use your strength to lift someone who is weak; choose mercy over 
advantage (Isaiah 47:6). 

2. Walk in the Light: Confess one “hidden” area to God—and, if needed, to a trusted believer—
then take a concrete step of repentance (1 John 1:7). 
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3. Declutter Your Trusts: Identify one competing trust (wealth, image, horoscope/occult, 
human counsel without prayer). Renounce it and replace it with Scripture and prayer. 

4. Speak of the Redeemer: Share Isaiah 47:4 with one person and tell, in a minute, how Jesus 
has redeemed you. 

5. Watch Your Words: Replace “I’ve got this” with “The Lord is my help” (quietly to God, aloud 
when fitting). Let humility reshape your reflexes. 

“As for our Redeemer, the LORD of hosts is His name, 
The Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 47:4) 

May that confession steady your heart and shape your steps. 


