Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-46
Isaiah 46 — The God Who Carries Us

Idols That Must Be Carried vs. the God Who Carries (46:1-4)

“Bel bows down, Nebo stoops;

Their idols were on the beasts and on the cattle.

Your carriages were heavily loaded,

A burden to the weary beast.

They stoop, they bow down together;

They could not deliver the burden,

But have themselves gone into captivity.” (Isaiah 46:1-2, NKJV)

Babylon’s celebrated gods—Bel and Nebo—must be hauled on carts. The more you trust them, the
heavier life gets. In contrast, the LORD says to His people:

“Listen to Me... who have been upheld by Me from birth,
who have been carried from the womb;

Even to your old age, | am He,

And even to gray hairs | will carry you!

| have made, and | will bear;

Even | will carry, and will deliver you.” (Isaiah 46:3-4)

Balanced truth: God is not a burden for you to manage; He is the faithful Father who has carried you
from the first breath and promises to carry you to the last.

Personal application: Identify what you’ve been “hauling” for security (approval, performance,
money, image). Ask: Is this carrying me, or am | carrying it? Hand that burden to the One who carries
you.

The Folly of Man-Made Gods (46:5-7)

“To whom will you liken Me...?

They lavish gold... and hire a goldsmith;

And he makes a god;

They prostrate themselves, yes, they worship.

They bear it on the shoulder, they carry it... it does not move from its place.
Though one cries out to it, yet it cannot answer

Nor save him out of his trouble.” (Isaiah 46:5-7)

Idols are exquisitely crafted but ultimately silent and stationary. They demand your energy yet
cannot rescue you.

Personal application: Today’s idols are more subtle—career, politics, romance, reputation, even
ministry. Anything we must have to feel secure becomes a functional god. Invite the Spirit to expose
“quiet idols” and replace them with worship.
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Remember and Return: God’s Unique Sovereignty (46:8-11)

“Remember this, and show yourselves men...
Remember the former things of old,

For !l am God, and there is no other;

l am God, and there is none like Me,

Declaring the end from the beginning,

And from ancient times things that are not yet done,
Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,

And I will do all My pleasure.”” (Isaiah 46:8-10)

God alone speaks the future before it arrives and then brings it to pass. He even names and
summons human instruments (cf. Cyrus in the previous chapter):

“Indeed | have spoken it; | will also bring it to pass.
I have purposed it; | will also do it.” (Isaiah 46:11)

Balanced truth: God’s counsel stands without making people puppets. He genuinely calls, warns,
and invites; our responses are real and meaningful, yet His good purpose will not fail.

Personal application: When the world feels random, rehearse God’s track record. Write one past
moment when God clearly carried you, and thank Him for how that memory steadies you now.

Near Righteousness, Ready Salvation (46:12-13)

“Listen to Me, you stout-hearted,
Who are far from righteousness:

I bring My righteousness near,

It shall not be far off;

My salvation shall not linger.

And I will place salvation in Zion,

For Israel My glory.” (Isaiah 46:12-13)

God does not tell the distant to “try harder.” He brings righteousness near and hastens salvation.
Grace initiates; we must respond.

Personal application: If your heart has grown stubborn or numb, turn at once. Grace is near—closer
than your next breath.

The Salvation Message — “l Will Carry... | Will Deliver”

Isaiah 46 unveils the gospel’s heartbeat: idols burden; God saves. We cannot save ourselves, and
our self-made saviors cannot answer. In Jesus Christ—God with us—the Lord has come near, borne
our sins on the cross, and risen to give new life. What idols cannot do, Jesus has done.
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How to respond today:

1.
2.

3.

Turn from idols and self-reliance.
Trust Jesus Christ—crucified and risen—for the forgiveness of sins.

Transfer the weight of your life to the One who promises, “/ will carry... | will deliver.”

A simple, honest prayer:

“Lord Jesus, | turn from my idols and sin and trust You alone. Thank You for carrying my guilt at the
cross and rising for my life. Forgive me, make me new, and carry me from this day to my last. You are
my Lord. Amen.”

A Challenge for Believers — Live Carried, Not Burdened (This Week)

1.

Morning Surrender (Isaiah 46:4): Begin each day confessing aloud, “You carry me today.” Lay
one specific burden at His feet.

Idol Audit (Isaiah 46:5-7): Choose one “functional god” to dethrone. Replace it with a
concrete habit (Scripture at lunch, a worship song on your commute, a generosity act).

Remember & Recount (Isaiah 46:9-10): Tell one person how God carried you in a past trial.
Your story may be their lifeline.

Quick Return (Isaiah 46:12-13): If you sense stubbornness or drift, stop and pray
immediately; don’t wait to “feel worthy.” His righteousness is near.

Intercede for the Weary: Pray for someone crushed by burdens, then serve themin a
practical way—become a living sign that God carries His people.

“l have made, and I will bear; even | will carry, and will deliver you.” (Isaiah 46:4)

Walk this week not as one dragging a cart of idols, but as one carried by the faithful God.

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide

This teaching is provided freely to all.
Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.
“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

03



