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Isaiah 42 – The Servant of the Lord 

Isaiah 42 gives us a prophetic portrait of the coming Messiah—Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord. 
This chapter shifts from Israel’s failure as God’s servant to the perfect obedience and mission of 
God’s chosen Servant, who would bring salvation to both Jew and Gentile. 

1. God’s Servant Revealed (Isaiah 42:1–4) 

“Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, 
My Elect One in whom My soul delights! 
I have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.” (Isaiah 42:1, NKJV) 

At Jesus’ baptism, the Father’s voice echoed these words: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). The Spirit descended upon Him, marking Him as the Spirit-anointed 
Servant. Unlike earthly rulers who use force, Jesus came with gentleness: 

• “A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench” (Isaiah 42:3). 

• He would not crush the weak or snuff out the struggling. Instead, He came to restore the 
broken and revive the fainthearted. 

This reminds us that no one is too weak, too bruised, or too far gone for Christ. He meets us in our 
brokenness, not with condemnation, but with healing and truth. 

2. God’s Authority Declared (Isaiah 42:5–9) 

God identifies Himself as Creator and Sustainer: 

“Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out… who gives breath to 
the people on it, and spirit to those who walk on it” (Isaiah 42:5). 

Life itself is a gift from His hand. Every breath you take is evidence of His mercy. Yet the tragedy is 
when we use His breath to curse His name or live in rebellion. Daniel reminded King Belshazzar that 
the God who holds our breath in His hand deserves our honor (Daniel 5:23). 

God declares His Servant’s mission: 

• “I will give You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the Gentiles, to open blind eyes, to 
bring out prisoners from the prison” (Isaiah 42:6–7). 

Jesus fulfills this perfectly. He frees us from the prison of sin, breaks the chains of darkness, and 
opens our eyes to God’s truth. 

3. God’s Glory Protected (Isaiah 42:8–9) 

“I am the LORD, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8). 
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God shares many blessings with us, but His glory is His alone. This means we must serve in humility, 
pointing people to Christ rather than ourselves. True ministry never draws attention to the servant 
but always glorifies the Master. 

4. God’s Praise Commanded (Isaiah 42:10–13) 

The nations are called to sing a new song to the Lord—from the coasts to the deserts, from the 
mountains to the seas. God is pictured as a mighty warrior, roaring like a lion, prevailing over His 
enemies. One day, Jesus will return in glory, not as the gentle Lamb of His first coming, but as the 
conquering Lion of Judah (Revelation 5:5; 19:11–16). 

5. God’s Patience and Judgment (Isaiah 42:14–17) 

For centuries, God has held His peace. Yet He warns that judgment will come before restoration. 
Just as Jeremiah was called to “pluck up and to break down” before “building and planting” 
(Jeremiah 1:10), so God will judge the nations before bringing about renewal. 

But His ultimate purpose is redemption: “I will bring the blind by a way they did not know… I will 
make darkness light before them” (Isaiah 42:16). 

6. Israel’s Blindness Exposed (Isaiah 42:18–25) 

Tragically, Israel, God’s servant nation, became blind and deaf to His voice. Though they had the 
Scriptures and the prophets, they failed to recognize their Messiah. 

“Seeing many things, but you do not observe; opening the ears, but he does not hear” (Isaiah 42:20). 

This blindness led to their discipline, as they suffered conquest and exile. Yet even in judgment, 
God’s heart was to restore them. 

Personal Application 

Isaiah 42 asks us to look at two pictures of servanthood: Israel—blind and unfaithful; and Christ—
the perfect Servant, Spirit-filled and obedient. Which servant will you resemble? 

• Are you blind to God’s work in your life? Or are you open to His light? 

• Do you use your God-given breath to glorify Him or to live for yourself? 

• Are you discouraged, bruised, or smoldering like a dying wick? Christ does not cast you 
aside—He restores and strengthens. 

The Salvation Message 

Isaiah 42 points us to Jesus, the One who opens blind eyes and sets captives free. Sin blinds us to 
God and enslaves us in guilt, fear, and death. But Jesus came to deliver us: 

“If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
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Salvation is not earned by works, traditions, or religious rituals. It is received by turning from sin and 
trusting in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins and rose again. He is the Light of the world, and He 
invites you to walk in that light today. 

Challenge for Believers 

If you already belong to Christ, then Isaiah 42 calls you to live as His servant: 

• Shine His light into a dark world (Matthew 5:14–16). 

• Speak His truth with gentleness, not harshness. 

• Refuse self-glory, giving all honor to God. 

• Stand firm in hope, knowing the Lord will one day set all things right. 

So I ask you: Will you live as His faithful servant this week—bringing light, truth, and compassion 
into every place He sends you? 


