Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-24

Isaiah 24:1-23 — When God Shakes the World
Big Picture

Isaiah 24 lifts our eyes from local judgments to a global scene: the Lord Himself will shake the whole
earth in preparation for the return of Jesus Christ. Isaiah calls it a day when joy fades, pride
collapses, and the foundations themselves tremble—yet a remnant learns to praise the Lord, and
the closing word is hope: the LORD of hosts will reign in Zion.

“Behold, the LORD makes the earth empty and makes it waste, distorts its surface and scatters
abroad its inhabitants.” (Isaiah 24:1, NKJV)

This is not random chaos. It is the holy, measured judgment of God upon a rebellious world. Isaiah
emphasizes that no social rank or economic class is exempt:

“And it shall be: as with the people, so with the priest... as with the buyer, so with the seller... The
land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered; for the LORD has spoken this word.” (Isaiah
24:2-3, NKJV)

Why Judgment Comes (24:4-6)
Isaiah names the causes:

“The earth mourns and fades away... The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they
have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore the
curse has devoured the earth... and few men are left.” (Isaiah 24:4-6, NKJV)

Humanity’s crisis is not merely ecological, political, or economic—it is moral and spiritual. We have
transgressed (rejected God’s boundaries), changed the ordinance (redefined what God has defined),
and broken the everlasting covenant (spurned God’s relational claims over us). The result is
universal sorrow and the thinning out of life itself.

What It Feels Like (24:7-13)
The sounds of celebration go silent:

“The new wine fails, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh... All joy is darkened, the mirth of
the land is gone.” (Isaiah 24:7, 11, NKJV)

When sin matures, parties end. Cities crack. Gates fall. And yet—even here—God preserves a
remnant:

“When it shall be thus in the midst of the land among the people, it shall be like the shaking of an
olive tree, like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is done.” (Isaiah 24:13, NKJV)

After the harvest, a few olives and grapes remain—the picture of survivors who will turn to God.
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A Surprising Song in the Fire (24:14-16a)
Amid judgment, worship erupts:

“They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the LORD... ‘Glory to the righteous!’”
(Isaiah 24:14, 16a, NKJV)

Some will learn to glorify the LORD in the fires (24:15)—to honor Him during the heat, not only after it
passes. God’s purposes are not to crush faith but to purify it.

No Escape Apart from God (24:16b-18)
Isaiah laments treachery and terror:

“Fear and the pit and the snare are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth. And it shall be that he who
flees from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit, and he who comes up from the midst of the pit
shall be caught in the snare.” (Isaiah 24:17-18a, NKJV)

Without the Lord, every exit is another trap. The only refuge from God’s judgment is to take refuge in
God’s mercy.

Cosmic Shaking (24:18b-20)
Isaiah’s language becomes seismic:

“For the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth are shaken. The earth is
violently broken, the earth is split open, the earth is shaken exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and
fro like a drunkard, and shall totter like a hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and it will fall,
and notrise again.” (Isaiah 24:18b-20, NKJV)

Creation groans under the weight of human rebellion, and the Lord answers with a final shaking that
no one canignore.

Judgment of Visible and Invisible Powers (24:21-22)
God’s justice reaches both realms—earthly rulers and unseen powers:

“It shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on
the earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit,
and will be shut up in the prison; after many days they will be punished.” (Isaiah 24:21-22, NKJV)

Human tyrants and spiritual rebels alike answer to the King of kings.
The Final Word: The Lord Reigns (24:23)
Judgment is not the destination—Kingdom is:

“Then the moon will be disgraced and the sun ashamed; for the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem and before His elders, gloriously.” (Isaiah 24:23, NKJV)
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The lights of heaven seem dim when the King’s glory fills the earth. History does not spiral; it
arrives—at Jesus’ reign.

Practical Application

1. Name the realissue: sin against God.
Isaiah does not blame fate or nature; he points to rebellion (24:5). Personal renewal
starts with honest confession: Where have | crossed God’s boundaries, rewritten His
ordinances, or ignored His covenant love? (See 1 John 1:9.)

2. Learnto worship in the fire.
The remnant glorifies the Lord in the flames (24:15). Do not postpone praise until life is
painless. Choose to sing now. Praise clarifies the soul and keeps you anchored to God’s
character.

3. Stop trusting escape routes; seek refuge in God.
Fear, pit, snare (24:17-18)—every self-made exit fails. Your safety is not a plan but a
Person. Make the Lord your refuge (Psalm 46:1).

4. Hold your world lightly.
If God will shake the foundations (24:18-20), travel light. Live generously. Invest in what
cannot be shaken—obedience, love, truth, the gospel (Hebrews 12:26-28).

5. Letthe coming Kingdom shape today.
Because the Lord will reign in Zion (24:23), live as a citizen of that Kingdom now—
truthful, humble, merciful, faithful (Micah 6:8; Matthew 5-7).

Invitation: Repent and Trust Jesus—Today and Every Day

Isaiah 24 warns of a world that is running out of self-rescue. But God has already provided rescue in
His Son. Jesus Christ bore our judgment at the cross and rose again so we can be forgiven,
cleansed, and made new. The only safe place from God’s wrath is in God’s Son.

If you sense the Lord calling you, respond now:

Repent—turn from sin and self-rule to God.
Believe—trust that Jesus died for your sins and rose again.
Surrender—give Him your life today, and keep trusting Him every day.

You can pray in your own words. Here is a simple prayer to help:

Father, | confess that | have sinned against You. | have crossed Your boundaries and tried to live on
my own terms. | turn from my sin and place my trust in Your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for me and
rose again. Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. Be my Lord and my Savior. Teach me to
glorify You in every season—especially in the fire. | choose to trust and follow You today and every
day. In Jesus’name, Amen.
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If you prayed that sincerely, start walking with Him: read the Scriptures daily (begin with the Gospel
of John or the Psalms), pray honestly, gather with a Bible-teaching study group, and share your
decision with a mature believer who can walk alongside you.

“Trust in the LORD forever, for in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:4, NKJV)
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