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Isaiah 21:1–17 — Watch, Weep, and Wait on the Lord 

The Burden Against Babylon (Isaiah 21:1–10) 

“The burden against the Wilderness of the Sea. 
As whirlwinds in the South pass through, 
So it comes from the desert, from a terrible land. 
A distressing vision is declared to me; 
The treacherous dealer deals treacherously, 
And the plunderer plunders. 
Go up, O Elam! Besiege, O Media! 
All its sighing I have made to cease.” (Isaiah 21:1–2, NKJV) 

Long before Babylon reached its height, the Lord revealed its fall—by Elam and Media (later the 
Medo-Persian coalition). The vision shakes Isaiah: 

“Therefore my loins are filled with pain; 
Pangs have taken hold of me, like the pangs of a woman in labor. 
I was distressed when I heard it; 
I was dismayed when I saw it.” (Isaiah 21:3) 

The overthrow comes in the middle of revelry: 

“Prepare the table, set a watchman in the tower, 
Eat and drink. 
Arise, you princes, anoint the shield!” (Isaiah 21:5) 

While Babylon feasts, a watchman sees what God promised: 

“Then he answered and said, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen! 
And all the carved images of her gods 
He has broken to the ground.’” (Isaiah 21:9) 

Isaiah closes this section: 

“O my threshing and the grain of my floor! That which I have heard from the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, I have declared to you.” (Isaiah 21:10) 

Key Truth: Human empires boast, plan, and party; God speaks—and history bends. 

The Short Oracle to Dumah (Edom) (Isaiah 21:11–12) 

“He calls to me out of Seir, ‘Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night?’ 
The watchman said, ‘The morning comes, and also the night. 
If you will inquire, inquire; 
Return! Come back!’” (Isaiah 21:11–12) 
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A restless voice asks if the night of trouble is ending. The answer is layered: morning is coming—yet 
night follows again. The call is pastoral: “Return! Come back!” Hope and warning stand together: 
seek the Lord while He may be found. 

The Burden Against Arabia (Isaiah 21:13–17) 

“The burden against Arabia. 
In the forest in Arabia you will lodge, 
O you traveling companies of Dedanites.” (Isaiah 21:13) 

As refugees flee, compassion rises: 

“O inhabitants of the land of Tema, 
Bring water to him who is thirsty; 
With their bread they met him who fled.” (Isaiah 21:14) 

Yet judgment is near: 

“For thus the Lord has said to me: 
‘Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, 
all the glory of Kedar will fail; 
and the remainder of the number of archers, the mighty men of the people of Kedar, will be 
diminished; 
for the Lord God of Israel has spoken it.’” (Isaiah 21:16–17) 

Key truth: God time-stamps His word. Mercy calls (“bring water”), but pride and violence reap loss 
“within a year.” 

Isaiah 21 shows God as fully sovereign over nations and times, yet holding people responsible to 
watch, repent, and show mercy. He ordains history without erasing human response. His word 
stands; our choices still matter. 

Practical Application 

1. Stay spiritually awake. 
Babylon fell amid feasting (Isaiah 21:5). Prosperity and pleasure can dull discernment. Build 
rhythms of Scripture, prayer, and gathered worship so you recognize God’s warnings and 
whispers. 

2. Let God’s truth move you. 
Isaiah trembled under the weight of revelation (Isaiah 21:3–4). Don’t skim God’s Word; 
receive it. Ask: “Lord, what must change in me today?” 

3. Break with idols—open or subtle. 
“Babylon is fallen… and all the carved images… broken” (Isaiah 21:9). Idols aren’t only 
statues; they’re trusts—success, material possessions, pleasure, control, reputation. Name 
yours and surrender them to Jesus. 
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4. Practice mercy in a harsh world. 
Tema brought water and bread to the fleeing (Isaiah 21:14). Who around you is weary, 
displaced, or in need? Mercy is a theology with hands. 

5. Take God’s timing seriously. 
“Within a year…” (Isaiah 21:16). Don’t delay obedience. Reconcile, repent, share the 
gospel—now. 

6. Return—again and again. 
“Return! Come back!” (Isaiah 21:12). Whether your night feels long or your morning brief, the 
call remains: come back to the Lord today. 

Conclusion and Invitation 

Isaiah 21 pulls back the curtain: the proud fall, idols shatter, the compassionate shine, and God’s 
word prevails. The same Lord now invites you to a safe and lasting refuge—Jesus Christ, the One 
greater than empires, wiser than counselors, and kinder than our sins deserve. 

He bore our judgment at the cross and rose again to give new life. He calls you not only to believe 
once, but to walk with Him daily—watching, repenting, loving, and hoping. 

Will you give your life to Jesus today—and trust Him every day? You can respond in prayer: 

“Lord Jesus, I turn from my sin and false trusts. 
I believe You died for me and rose again. 
Be my Savior and my King. 
Teach me to walk with You today and every day. 
I trust Your word, Your timing, and Your mercy. Amen.” 

If you prayed that sincerely, tell a mature believer, begin reading the Scriptures (start with the Gospel 
of John and the Psalms), pray daily, and join a Bible-teaching study group. 


