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Isaiah 20:1–6 — Trust in the Lord, Not in Human Alliances 

The Historical Setting 

Isaiah 20 describes a striking prophetic sign given during the reign of King Sargon of Assyria. His 
commander, known as Tartan, marched against Ashdod, a Philistine city, and captured it (Isaiah 
20:1). This conquest was part of Assyria’s expansion that threatened every nation in the region, 
including Egypt and Ethiopia. 

At that moment, God gave Isaiah an unusual command: 

“At the same time the Lord spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, ‘Go, and remove the sackcloth 
from your body, and take your sandals off your feet.’ And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. Then 
the Lord said, ‘Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and a 
wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia, so shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians and the 
Ethiopians captive, young and old, naked and barefoot, with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame 
of Egypt.’” (Isaiah 20:2–4, NKJV) 

Isaiah’s humiliating act was a living prophecy. It symbolized what would soon happen: Egypt and 
Ethiopia, though they appeared strong and reliable allies, would themselves be defeated and 
shamed by Assyria. 

The people of Judah were tempted to form alliances with Egypt for protection. But Isaiah’s message 
was unmistakable—do not trust in Egypt, for Egypt itself will be humbled. Trust in the Lord instead. 

“Then they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation and Egypt their glory. And the 
inhabitant of this territory will say in that day, ‘Surely such is our expectation, wherever we flee for 
help to be delivered from the king of Assyria; and how shall we escape?’” (Isaiah 20:5–6, NKJV) 

Lessons and Application 

1. Do Not Put Your Hope in the Arm of Flesh 
Judah looked to Egypt and Ethiopia for help, but those nations would collapse under Assyria. 
Likewise, we often rely on human strength—friends, finances, governments, or strategies. 
These may help for a season, but they cannot guarantee lasting deliverance. Only the Lord is 
unfailing. “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8). 

2. God’s Word Is Sure, Even When Difficult to Accept 
Isaiah’s prophetic act was uncomfortable and humbling, yet it was God’s way of 
communicating a sobering truth. Sometimes God calls us to live out His message in ways 
that challenge our pride. Are we willing to obey Him even when it is inconvenient or 
misunderstood? 

3. God Rules Over Nations and History 
Assyria seemed unstoppable, Egypt appeared powerful, and Judah looked weak. Yet God 
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was in control of them all. He raises up nations and brings them down. The lesson is clear: 
history is not ruled by chance or by human power but by the Lord of hosts. 

4. The Only Secure Refuge Is the Lord 
When Egypt fell, Judah was left to ask, “Where can we flee for help? How shall we escape?” 
(Isaiah 20:6). That same question echoes today. Where do we run for safety when life shakes 
us? The only lasting refuge is the Lord Himself. 

Conclusion and Invitation 

Isaiah 20 reminds us of this timeless truth: those who trust in human power will be disappointed, 
but those who trust in the Lord will never be put to shame. Egypt and Ethiopia could not save Judah, 
and nothing in this world can save us apart from the Lord. 

God has already provided the ultimate Deliverer—Jesus Christ. At the cross, He bore our sin and 
shame. Through His resurrection, He broke the power of death. He alone can rescue us from the 
judgment to come and give us peace in the present. 

Where are you placing your trust today? In yourself, in others, or in systems that can fail? Or in the 
living Savior who never fails? 

Today, you can choose to give your life to Jesus Christ. Trust Him as your Savior, lean on Him as your 
Defender, and walk with Him daily as your Lord. He will never leave you, and His promises will never 
fail. 

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; 
My God, my strength, in whom I will trust.” (Psalm 18:2, NKJV) 

Will you trust Him today—and every day? His arms are open, and His refuge is secure. 


