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Isaiah 11:1–16 — The Branch, the Spirit, and the Peaceable Kingdom 

1) The Branch from Jesse (11:1) 

Isaiah pictures the nations felled like a forest after judgment—only stumps remain. Then hope 
breaks through: 

“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, 
And a Branch shall grow out of his roots.” (Isaiah 11:1, NKJV) 

From David’s family line (Jesse was David’s father) a new shoot springs up—Messiah. God’s plan 
isn’t stopped by human failure; He brings life out of what looks cut down. 

2) The Spirit upon Him (11:2–5) 

The Messiah’s leadership is marked by the fullness of the Spirit: 

“The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.” (Isaiah 11:2, NKJV) 

He won’t judge by appearances or by the loudest testimony. He discerns perfectly and rules justly: 

“With righteousness He shall judge the poor, 
And decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 
And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, 
And faithfulness the belt of His waist.” (Isaiah 11:4–5, NKJV) 

God’s King has both perfect wisdom and perfect authority. His word is decisive, His character 
unshakeable. 

3) Creation at Peace (11:6–9) 

Under Messiah’s reign, even creation is healed: 

“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb… 
The lion shall eat straw like the ox… 
The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole… 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, 
For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
As the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:6–9, NKJV) 

This is not naïve optimism—it’s the fruit of God’s rule. When the knowledge of the LORD saturates 
the earth, violence, and fear give way to wholeness and harmony. 
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4) A Banner for the Nations and a Home for the Remnant (11:10–16) 

Messiah is not only Israel’s hope but the hope of the world: 

“And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, 
Who shall stand as a banner to the people; 
For the Gentiles shall seek Him, 
And His resting place shall be glorious.” (Isaiah 11:10, NKJV) 

God also promises to gather His scattered people: 

“It shall come to pass in that day 
That the LORD shall set His hand again the second time 
To recover the remnant of His people… 
He will set up a banner for the nations, 
And will assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
And gather together the dispersed of Judah 
From the four corners of the earth.” (Isaiah 11:11–12, NKJV) 

Old rivalries end, obstacles are removed, and God makes a highway for His people to come home 
(11:13–16). The point is clear: the Lord Himself makes the way—He restores, reconciles, and leads. 

Practical Application 

1. Anchor hope in the Person of Jesus, not the moods of the moment. When life looks like a 
field of stumps, God can bring a Branch out of the root. Wait on Him; His purposes aren’t 
thwarted by our setbacks. 

2. Seek the Spirit’s character, not just the Spirit’s gifts. Wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
might, knowledge, and the fear of the LORD (11:2) are qualities Christ embodies and the 
Spirit cultivates in His people. Ask God to grow these in you. 

3. Practice righteous discernment. Messiah “shall not judge by the sight of His eyes” (11:3). 
Don’t settle for surface impressions; measure choices by God’s truth, God’s heart for the 
vulnerable, and long-term faithfulness. 

4. Become a preview of the peaceable kingdom. Where Jesus rules, hostility recedes. Pursue 
peace in your home, church, classroom, and neighborhood. Forgive quickly, speak life, 
protect the weak, and overcome evil with good. 

5. Lift Christ as a banner for all peoples. The nations “shall seek Him” (11:10). Share Christ 
with humility and clarity. Your life can point others to His rest. 

Come to the Branch—Trust Him Today and Every Day 

Isaiah 11 shows us a King who is wise, just, powerful, and gentle—the One who heals creation and 
gathers wandering hearts. This King is Jesus. He came once to save us by His cross and resurrection, 
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and He will come again to set all things right. He is the only safe place for your past, your present, 
and your future. 

If you have never given your life to Him, you can today. Turn to Jesus, confess your need, and receive 
His mercy. Trust that He died for your sins and rose again to give you new life. Ask Him to reign in 
you—to fill you with His Spirit and lead you in His ways. 

And then, trust Him every day. Open His Word. Pray simply and honestly. Walk in obedience. Seek 
peace. Lift Him up as your banner in every sphere of life. He will be your wisdom, your 
righteousness, and your rest. 


