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Isaiah 7:1–25 – Fear, Faith, and the Promise of Immanuel 

1. Fear in the Heart of a King (Isaiah 7:1–2) 

When Uzziah died, his grandson Ahaz took the throne of Judah. Almost immediately, trouble arose. 
Two kings—Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel (the northern kingdom)—joined forces to attack Judah. 
News of this alliance shook Ahaz and his people: “His heart trembled, and the heart of his people, as 
the trees of the woods are moved with the wind” (Isaiah 7:2). 

Application: Fear spreads quickly when threats loom larger than our faith. Like Ahaz, we often 
tremble at what seems overwhelming—a medical diagnosis, a financial crisis, a political shift, or a 
personal betrayal. But God never intended His people to be ruled by fear. 

2. God’s Word of Reassurance (Isaiah 7:3–9) 

God sent Isaiah, along with his son Shear-Jashub (“a remnant shall return”), to meet Ahaz. The 
message was simple: “Take heed, and be quiet; do not fear or be fainthearted” (Isaiah 7:4). God 
assured Ahaz that the confederacy of Rezin and Pekah would not succeed. Within sixty-five years, 
the northern kingdom of Israel would cease to exist (fulfilled by Assyria’s conquest). 

The Lord added this challenge: “If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established” (Isaiah 
7:9). 

Application: Fear shakes us, but faith steadies us. God was not asking Ahaz to come up with a plan, 
but to trust His word. The same is true today—our stability rests not in human strength or clever 
strategies but in confidence that God keeps His promises. 

3. The Offer of a Sign (Isaiah 7:10–14) 

In mercy, God invited Ahaz to ask for a sign—something to confirm His word. But Ahaz, cloaking his 
unbelief in false humility, refused: “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” (Isaiah 7:12). 

The Lord graciously offered King Ahaz an extraordinary opportunity: “Ask a sign for yourself from the 
Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above” (Isaiah 7:11, NKJV). God invited Ahaz 
to request any miracle he wished—whether from the heavens above or the depths below—that 
would confirm His promise of deliverance. It was a figure of speech meaning, “Ask anything at all.” 
God was willing to strengthen Ahaz’s weak faith by providing visible proof that Judah would not be 
destroyed by the alliance of Syria and Israel. 

But Ahaz refused. He said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord” (Isaiah 7:12). On the surface, it 
sounded spiritual and respectful. After all, the Law did forbid putting God to the test (Deuteronomy 
6:16). Yet in reality, this was not faith—it was unbelief disguised as humility. Ahaz did not want to 
believe Isaiah’s message. He had already set his heart on seeking help from Assyria rather than 
trusting the Lord. By refusing the sign, he was effectively rejecting God’s offer of reassurance. 
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Practical Application 

Ahaz’s response warns us of a dangerous trap: using “religious-sounding” excuses to mask unbelief. 
Sometimes we know what God has said in His Word, but instead of trusting Him, we hide behind 
pious phrases like, “I’m just waiting,” or “I don’t want to test the Lord.” In reality, we are avoiding 
surrender, because deep down we want to lean on our own plans. 

But God delights to strengthen weak faith. He is patient with our doubts and generous with His 
promises. He gives us many “signs” of His faithfulness—fulfilled prophecies, the resurrection of 
Jesus, the witness of the Holy Spirit, the transformation of lives, and His daily provision in our own 
journey. The question is not whether God has given us enough proof, but whether we will choose to 
believe Him. 

Regardless of Ahaz’s lack of faith, God Himself gave a sign—not only for Ahaz, but for the entire 
world.: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel1” 
(Isaiah 7:14). 

The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 was first directed to King Ahaz as a reassurance that the alliance 
between Aram (Syria) and Israel would be broken. The ‛almâh (a young woman of marriageable age, 
understood here as a virgin) was unmarried when Isaiah delivered the message, but she would soon 
marry and give birth to a child. By the time that boy was still young, the threat from the northern 
alliance would already be gone. This was the immediate, near-term fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

Yet centuries later, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Matthew pointed to this same verse as 
having a far greater fulfillment in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ: “Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (Matthew 1:23, NKJV). What began as 
a sign of deliverance for Ahaz and Judah became the first of many prophecies Isaiah gave about the 
coming Messiah—God’s ultimate deliverer. (See the chart “Messianic Prophecies in Isaiah”) 

Practical Application 

God’s Word often carries both an immediate and an ultimate application. Ahaz received a sign that 
God was still in control of his present crisis. We too can take comfort in knowing that God is not only 
at work in the “near” moments of our lives—helping us through daily challenges—but He is also 
unfolding His greater plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 
1 The name Immanuel comes from Hebrew and literally means “God with us.” 

• “Immanu” = “with us” 
• “El” = “God” 

Isaiah 7:14 first records the prophecy: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (NKJV). 
Matthew 1:22–23 confirms the meaning when applied to Jesus: 
“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin 
shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us.’” 
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The prophecy of Immanuel reminds us that God is not distant. He entered human history, taking on 
human flesh, to be with us. This means He is present in our struggles, faithful in our uncertainties, 
and victorious over our enemies—sin, death, and fear. 

Verses 15 and 16 may point to Isaiah’s second son, Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, who is later described 
as a sign from God (Isaiah 8:18). This child, born of a young maiden, would grow up in difficult 
circumstances—living simply on curds and honey. The picture here is one of poverty, a reminder that 
God’s people would soon experience hardship. Yet before this boy reached the age of 
accountability—old enough to discern between right and wrong—the two kings threatening Judah, 
those of Syria and Israel, would be gone. Their alliance, which so terrified Ahaz and the people of 
Judah, would collapse completely. 

But the prophecy carried a sobering warning: while God would indeed deal with Judah’s enemies, He 
would also discipline Judah itself. The king of Assyria would bring judgment, and the land would feel 
the sting of God’s correction. 

Practical Application 

This passage illustrates a vital principle: God’s promises bring both comfort and confrontation. He 
assures His people that their enemies will not prevail, but He also warns them that their own 
disobedience cannot be ignored. God is faithful to protect, but He is equally faithful to discipline 
those He loves (Hebrews 12:6). 

For us today, this means we can trust God to handle the threats around us—but we must also take 
an honest look at our own hearts. Are we relying on Him, or are we rebelling against Him? Are we 
trusting His promises, or hiding behind fear and compromise like Ahaz? 

4. Judgment to Come (Isaiah 7:17–25) 

Though God promised deliverance from Rezin and Pekah, He also warned that greater judgment was 
coming from Assyria. The land would be devastated, reduced to poverty, thorns, and briers. Ahaz’s 
refusal to trust God opened the door to deeper suffering. 

Application: Distrusting God always has consequences. Choosing fear over faith may bring 
temporary relief, but in the long run it leads to emptiness. God is gracious to warn us, not because 
He delights in judgment, but because He longs to draw us back to Himself. 

Conclusion and Invitation 

Isaiah 7 holds a timeless lesson: when fear rises, we can either trust in God’s promises or lean on 
our own plans. Ahaz chose fear and unbelief. But God still gave the sign of Immanuel, pointing us to 
Jesus Christ—God with us. 

Jesus is the ultimate answer to fear, sin, and despair. He entered this world not just to be with us, but 
to save us from our sins and bring us peace with God. 

The choice is ours: will we tremble like Ahaz, or will we trust like Isaiah? 
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God is still saying to you today: “Do not fear, only believe” (Mark 5:36). Will you put your trust in 
Jesus Christ? He is Immanuel—God with us. 

Pray from your heart: 
“Lord Jesus, I confess that I have trusted in myself and allowed fear to rule me. I believe You came as 
Immanuel—God with us. You died for my sins and rose again. Forgive me, cleanse me, and be with 
me every day of my life. Here and now, I choose to trust You.” 

And for those who already belong to Him—remember that every day is an opportunity to live in the 
assurance of Immanuel. Whatever the threats around you, God is with you. Trust Him. Walk with 
Him. Share His hope with others. 

Messianic Prophecies in Isaiah 

Prophecy  Description of the Messiah New Testament 
Fulfillment 

Isaiah 7:14 A virgin will conceive and give birth to a son called Immanuel 
(“God with us”). 

Matthew 1:22–23; Luke 
1:26–35 

Isaiah 9:1–2 Light will shine in Galilee on those walking in darkness. Matthew 4:13–16 

Isaiah 9:6–7 A child will be born who is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. He will reign forever on 
David’s throne. 

Luke 1:32–33; John 1:1–14 

Isaiah 11:1–5 A shoot from Jesse (David’s father) will rise—Spirit-filled, 
righteous, and just. 

Romans 15:12; 
Revelation 5:5 

Isaiah 11:6–9 Messiah’s reign will bring peace to all creation. Future Millennial 
Kingdom (Romans 8:19–
21) 

Isaiah 28:16 A tested cornerstone laid in Zion, a sure foundation. Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6 

Isaiah 32:1–2 A king will reign in righteousness, bringing protection and 
refreshment. 

Luke 1:32–33; John 7:37 

Isaiah 35:4–6 God will come and save; the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the 
lame will leap, and the mute will speak. 

Matthew 11:4–6; Luke 
7:22 

Isaiah 40:3–5 A voice in the wilderness prepares the way of the Lord. Matthew 3:3; John 1:23 

Isaiah 42:1–7 The Servant will bring justice to the nations, open blind eyes, and 
free captives. 

Matthew 12:18–21; Luke 
4:18 

Isaiah 49:6 Messiah will be a light to the Gentiles and bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

Acts 13:47; Luke 2:32 
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Prophecy  Description of the Messiah New Testament 
Fulfillment 

Isaiah 50:6 The Servant will be beaten, mocked, and spit upon. Matthew 26:67; Mark 
14:65 

Isaiah 52:13–
15 

The Servant will be exalted, yet marred beyond recognition. Philippians 2:8–11; John 
19:1–3 

Isaiah 53:1–12 The Suffering Servant will be despised, rejected, pierced for our 
transgressions, die with the wicked, yet bear the sins of many and 
be vindicated. 

John 12:38; Acts 8:32–35; 
1 Peter 2:24–25 

Isaiah 59:20–
21 

The Redeemer will come to Zion and establish God’s covenant. Romans 11:26–27 

Isaiah 61:1–2 The Spirit-anointed One will proclaim good news, heal the 
brokenhearted, set captives free, and announce the year of the 
Lord’s favor. 

Luke 4:16–21 

Isaiah 63:1–3 The Lord comes as a conquering warrior bringing judgment. Revelation 19:13–15 

Practical Application: 
These prophecies remind us that Jesus’ coming was no accident—it was foretold centuries before 
His birth. Every fulfilled prophecy strengthens our confidence in God’s Word and assures us that the 
rest will also be fulfilled. Just as He came once to save, He will come again to reign. 

 


