Daily Bible Reading Companion
23-Isaiah-Chapter-03

Isaiah 3:1-26 — When Pride Falls and God Pleads with His People
The Withholding Hand of God (3:1-4)

“For behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stock and
the store, the whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water; the mighty man and the man of
war, the judge and the prophet, the diviner and the elder... ‘I will give children to be their princes, and
babes shall rule over them.”” (Isaiah 3:1-4 NKJV)

God begins by warning that He will remove the very foundations a society depends on—provision,
stability, and wise leadership. In their place would come immature rulers who lacked wisdom.

Application: When people reject God, He often lets them feel the emptiness of misplaced trust.
Even our daily bread and water are not guaranteed apart from His mercy. We must ask: Am /
depending on the Lord for stability, or on human systems that can vanish overnight?

Breakdown of Society (3:5-9)

“The people will be oppressed, every one by another... The look on their countenance witnesses
against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to their soul! For they
have brought evil upon themselves.” (Isaiah 3:5, 9 NKJV)

The picture is of chaos: respect for elders gone, social order collapsed, and sin flaunted in the open.
Like Sodom, Judah had become brazen in its rebellion.

Application: When sin is celebrated rather than confessed, destruction is near. Our culture, too,
normalizes and even parades rebellion against God. The lesson is clear: public sin invites public
judgment.

God’s Encouragement to the Righteous (3:10-11)

“Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe to
the wicked! it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given him.” (Isaiah 3:10-11
NKJV)

Even in judgment, God makes a distinction. He comforts the righteous: whatever happens, “it shall
be well.” But for the wicked, the fruit of their sin will be bitter.

Application: Faithfulness to God is never wasted. When the world shakes, God’s people stand
secure in Him. Are you sowing faithfulness so that you can reap peace when trials come?

Corrupt Leadership and Oppression (3:12-15)

“As for My people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O My people! Those
who lead you cause you to err, and destroy the way of your paths.” (Isaiah 3:12 NKJV)

“The LORD will enter into judgment with the elders of His people and His princes: ‘For you have
eaten up the vineyard; the plunder of the poor is in your houses.”” (Isaiah 3:14 NKJV)
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Leaders exploited the vulnerable, crushing the poor while enriching themselves. God takes special
offense when those charged with care instead inflict harm.

Application: Leadership is stewardship, not privilege. Whether you lead in family, workplace, or
ministry, ask: Am [ lifting burdens or adding to them? God still defends the poor and will call
oppressors to account.

The Pride of the Daughters of Zion (3:16-24)

Isaiah describes the women of Jerusalem, walking with pride, obsessed with adornment. God warns
that their beauty and luxury will be stripped away—sweet perfume replaced with stench, elegance
with shame.

Application: God is not against beauty or adornment, but against pride and vanity that forget Him. In
a culture that exalts appearance, the question is: Do | value external image more than inner
holiness? (cf. 1 Peter 3:3-4).

The Final Scene of Mourning (3:25-26)

“Your men shall fall by the sword, and your mighty in the war. Her gates shall lament and mourn, and
she being desolate shall sit on the ground.” (Isaiah 3:25-26 NKJV)

Jerusalem, once proud, will be brought low—desolate and grieving. What they trusted in—leaders,
wealth, beauty—will not save them from judgment.

Application: Sin always leaves us emptier than before. Prideful self-reliance leads to ruin; humble
dependence on God leads to restoration.

Living This Out Today
e Depend on God daily: Even bread and water come from Him (v. 1).

e Guard your heart against pride: Whether in power, possessions, or beauty, pride blinds and
corrupts (vv. 16-24).

e Do justice, love mercy: Care for the vulnerable, for God will confront those who exploit
others (vv. 14-15).

e Stand secure as the righteous: When judgment falls, it “shall be well” with those who walk
in God’s ways (v. 10).

A Clear Invitation to Life in Jesus

Isaiah’s warnings point us to a deeper reality: we all have sinned, and pride has touched every heart.
Yet God still pleads with His people—not to crush them, but to restore them. Jesus Christ took the
judgment we deserve and offers forgiveness, cleansing, and new life.

“Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them.” (Isaiah 3:10)
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You can be counted among the righteous—not by your own works, but by trusting Jesus, who makes
us right with God.

If you are ready, here is a prayer you can make your own:

Lord Jesus, | see how pride and sin bring destruction. | confess my need for You. Thank You for dying
on the cross for me and rising again to give me life. Forgive me, cleanse me, and make me new. |
choose to trust You and follow You, not just today but every day. Amen.

Daily Trust in Practice

1.

4.

5.

Start each day with prayer—acknowledge your dependence on God for even bread and
water.

Read His Word—Ilet Scripture shape your values more than culture.
Practice humility—serve instead of seeking recognition.
Defend the vulnerable—reflect God’s heart for the oppressed.

Fix your hope in Jesus—trust Him daily as your foundation and peace.

Isaiah 3 warns of the downfall of pride but also whispers comfort: in Christ it shall be well with you.
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