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Introduction to the Song of Solomon 

The theme of the Song of Solomon is ultimate love. No other book in Scripture has stirred more 
debate or diversity of interpretation. Some see it as pure allegory, others as literal history, and still 
others as a guide to marital intimacy. With only 117 verses, it is among the least studied books of the 
Bible, yet it remains one of the most emotionally rich and challenging to understand. 

Through the centuries, more than five hundred commentaries have been written on this short book. 
Jewish tradition (in the Mishna, Talmud, and Targum) saw it as an allegory of God’s love for Israel. 
Early church leaders—Origen, Jerome, Augustine, and others—interpreted it as a picture of Christ’s 
love for His bride, the Church. Still others have suggested it is merely a collection of wedding songs. 

While comparisons can be made to God’s covenant love, the Song is best understood at face value: 
a real love story between Solomon and the Shulamite woman. Solomon wrote over a thousand 
songs (1 Kings 4:32), but he considered this his best—his “Song of Songs.” The narrative unfolds like 
an opera, with Solomon as the royal bridegroom and the Shulamite as his beloved bride. 

The Story in Brief 

The Shulamite, a farm girl from Ephraim, was compelled by her brothers to labor in the vineyards, 
leaving little time for her own care (Song 1:6). Yet Solomon noticed her, not for her outward 
adornment but for her beauty of spirit and purity of heart. Their friendship blossomed into courtship, 
then engagement, and finally marriage. 

The Song unfolds in three movements: 

• The Engagement (1:1–3:5) 

• The Wedding (3:6–5:1) 

• The Marriage (5:2–8:14) 

Love and Its Lessons 

Though this book celebrates human romance, it also reflects eternal truths. Marriage, in Scripture, 
often points to Christ’s covenant with His people (Romans 7:4; Ephesians 5:25–27). What we see in 
Solomon’s devotion to his bride is a faint but real picture of Jesus’ greater love for us. 

One key verse captures this theme: “He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over 
me was love” (Song 2:4). In battle, a banner identified a king’s army. In the Song, Solomon publicly 
marked his bride with his love. For us, the cross is God’s banner—His declaration that we are loved 
beyond measure. 

Solomon’s Early Years and the Power of Love 

Most believe Solomon wrote this book early in his reign, before his later compromises. It reveals the 
intensity of a first love. God’s design for marriage is intimacy, trust, and transparency: “They were 
both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). 
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From the Shulamite’s story we learn: 

• Character is greater than beauty. “Your name is ointment poured forth” (Song 1:3). 
Reputation and integrity matter more than appearance. 

• Sex is God’s gift—within marriage. Like fire in a fireplace, it warms and blesses in the right 
place, but it destroys when misused. 

• Patience preserves purity. Three times the Shulamite repeats, “Do not stir up nor awaken 
love until it pleases” (2:7; 3:5; 8:4). 

Practical Application 

1. Guard your heart. Don’t awaken love prematurely. Build relationships on trust and godly 
character. 

2. Deal with the “little foxes.” Small issues, if ignored, erode relationships (2:15). Address 
them early with humility and grace. 

3. Reflect God’s love in marriage. Paul wrote, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25). Selfless love is the key to both 
a healthy marriage and a vibrant faith. 

Our Greatest Need 

As beautiful as human romance is, it cannot satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts. The Song 
points us beyond itself to the ultimate Bridegroom—Jesus Christ. Just as the Shulamite delighted in 
Solomon’s banner of love, we are invited to live under the banner of Christ’s cross. 

The cross is God’s public declaration: “I have loved you with an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). 
Jesus gave His life, not only to redeem us, but to draw us into a covenant relationship with Himself. 

Invitation 

Friend, the Song of Solomon is more than ancient poetry—it is a picture of God’s love story with 
humanity. Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart, inviting you to be His (Revelation 3:20). Will 
you open to Him? 

Give Him your life today. Trust Him as your Savior. Follow Him as your Lord. And walk with Him daily 
in love, knowing that His banner over you will never fail. 


