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Ecclesiastes 9:1-18 - Death, Life, and the Value of Wisdom
1. Death Comes to All (vv. 1-3)

“For all this | considered in my heart... that the righteous and the wise and their works are in the
hand of God; people know neither love nor hatred by anything they see before them. All things come
alike to all: one event happens to the righteous and the wicked...” (vv. 1-2, NKJV)

Solomon observes that death comes to everyone—whether righteous or wicked, religious or
irreligious, rich or poor. Human wisdom cannot prevent it. To Solomon, this seemed like a cruel
equalizer that rendered life meaningless.

But Scripture reveals more. Jesus promised: “He who lives and believes in Me shall never die” (John
11:26). While our physical bodies perish, eternal life belongs to those who trust in Him. Human
reason alone concludes that death is the end, but God’s revelation declares that death is only the
doorway to eternity.

Practical Application:
Am | living with eternity in view, or am | pretending death is far away? The wise person prepares now
by placing their trust in Christ, the One who conquered death.

2. The Advantage of the Living (vv. 4-6)
“For him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.” (v. 4)

Even the lowest living creature has opportunity that the strongest dead creature no longer has. While
alive, there is still hope—time to repent, believe, grow, and serve. But when death comes, one’s
earthly opportunities are over.

Practical Application:
As long as | have breath, | have the chance to trust God, love others, and invest in eternity. Am | using
today’s opportunities, or wasting them in distraction?

3. Enjoy God’s Daily Gifts (vv. 7-10)

Solomon urges: “Eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart; for God has already
accepted your works.” (v. 7). Life is short, so enjoy it—family, food, marriage, and work are all part of
God’s gifts “under the sun.”

While Solomon’s outlook is limited, the principle is sound: gratitude and joy are found not in
possessions but in receiving life as a gift from God.

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might.” (v. 10). Life is brief, so live it diligently.

Practical Application:

Do | grumble through my days or live them with gratitude? A thankful heart sees each meal, each
relationship, and each task as a gift from God. Whatever | do, | should do wholeheartedly—because
| only get one lifetime to live for Him.
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4. Life’s Uncertainty (vv. 11-12)

“The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong... but time and chance happen to them all.”
(v. 11)

From a human perspective, life can look random. Strength, skill, or wisdom do not guarantee
success. Tragedy strikes unexpectedly, like fish caught in a net or birds in a snare (v. 12).

But behind life’s apparent unpredictability is God’s unseen hand. While we may not understand, He
is working out His purposes.

Practical Application:
Am | trusting my own strength or abilities to secure the future? Life is uncertain, but God is not.
Rather than leaning on chance, | must lean on the Lord who orders my days.

5. The Power and Fragility of Wisdom (vv. 13-18)

Solomon recalls a story of a small city under siege. A poor wise man delivered the city, but afterward
no one remembered him (vv. 14-15). From this, he concluded:

o “Wisdom is better than strength” (v. 16).
e Yet, wisdom is often despised when it comes from the poor.
o “Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroys much good.” (v. 18).

Wisdom has great value, but human ingratitude often overlooks it. Worse still, folly can undo what
wisdom builds.

Practical Application:

Do | value wisdom even when it comes from unexpected sources? True wisdom may not look
impressive, but it carries life-giving power. Am | careful to guard what wisdom builds, oram |
careless like the “one sinner” whose folly destroys much?

Conclusion

Ecclesiastes 9 paints a sobering picture: death comes to all, life is unpredictable, and wisdom is
fragile yet powerful. But within this reality lies encouragement:

e While alive, there is hope—today is the day to turn to God.
e Life’s simple gifts are to be received with gratitude.
¢ Wisdom, though often overlooked, is more valuable than strength or wealth.

Above all, the brevity of life under the sun reminds us to seek life in the Son. Only in Christ is death
defeated and eternity secured.
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Reflection Questions:

1. How does the certainty of death shape the way | live today?
2. Amlreceiving daily life as God’s gift, or chasing after what | don’t have?
3. Doltrustin my abilities, or in God’s wisdom to guide my uncertain future?
4. How am | applying wisdom today—in my family, work, and choices—so that my life reflects
God’s purposes?
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