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Ecclesiastes 2:1–26 – The Emptiness of Life Without God 

Overview: 
In this chapter, Solomon explores every human avenue of pleasure, success, and accomplishment. 
He tasted laughter, wealth, building projects, entertainment, wisdom, and fame—but in the end, he 
declared it all “vanity and grasping for the wind.” His journey illustrates that no matter how much we 
gain, build, or enjoy, life “under the sun” apart from God will never satisfy the soul. 

1. Pleasure Without Purpose (vv. 1–3) 

Solomon tested life with pleasure, laughter, and wine. He found that while they offered temporary 
excitement, they could not provide lasting fulfillment. As the apostle John later wrote: “For all that is 
in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is 
of the world” (1 John 2:16, NKJV). 

Application: Our culture tells us that happiness comes from experiences, entertainment, or 
indulgence. Yet even endless amusement leaves people feeling empty. Joy without God always 
fades. True joy comes from walking with Him. 

2. The Lust of the Eyes (vv. 4–8) 

Solomon built houses, planted vineyards, cultivated gardens, created pools, and filled his land with 
beauty. He gathered wealth, silver, gold, and treasures beyond measure. He had everything a 
person’s eyes could desire. 

Application: Many today pursue possessions, homes, cars, vacations, and status symbols, hoping 
these things will secure happiness. But they eventually wear out, lose their sparkle, or get passed on 
to someone else. Only treasures laid up in heaven last forever (Matthew 6:19–21). 

3. The Pride of Life (vv. 9–11) 

Solomon had power, servants, herds, choirs, and the admiration of the world. He could truthfully 
say, “Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them” (v. 10). Yet after tasting it all, he confessed 
it was empty. 

Application: Success, recognition, and achievement can be blessings, but they cannot satisfy the 
deepest longings of the heart. Many people climb the ladder of success only to find it leaning against 
the wrong wall. 

4. The Limits of Wisdom (vv. 12–16) 

Solomon recognized that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness. Yet 
wisdom cannot prevent the grave. The wise and the fool both die, and their memory fades. 

Application: Education and learning are valuable, but they cannot save a person from sin or death. 
Wisdom has earthly benefits, but eternal hope comes only through knowing God. 
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5. The Futility of Labor (vv. 17–23) 

Solomon grew frustrated with his work because he knew he would leave it all behind. Worse yet, his 
inheritance might fall into the hands of a fool—which happened when his son Rehoboam lost most 
of the kingdom. 

Application: Work is necessary and even honorable, but when it becomes our sole pursuit, it 
becomes wearisome. Without God, labor turns into frustration. With God, labor has eternal meaning 
(Colossians 3:23). 

6. The Right Perspective (vv. 24–26) 

After testing everything, Solomon finally acknowledged the truth: satisfaction comes only from the 
hand of God. He declared that enjoying food, drink, and labor as gifts from God is better than 
chasing after wealth or pleasure. God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to those who honor Him. 

Application: True contentment is not found in having more, but in receiving what God provides with 
gratitude. Life makes sense only when centered on Him. 

Conclusion 

Ecclesiastes 2 reminds us that life without God is ultimately meaningless. Pleasure fades, 
possessions pass away, wisdom cannot prevent death, and labor can feel pointless. But when we 
live with God at the center, even simple things—like eating, working, and enjoying family—become 
rich blessings. 

Personal Challenge: 

• Ask yourself: Am I chasing pleasure, possessions, or recognition, hoping they will satisfy me? 

• Each day this week, thank God for the ordinary gifts of life—meals, work, rest, 
relationships—and remind yourself they are valuable because they come from His hand. 


