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Proverbs 30 Commentary and Application 

Proverbs 30 is unique because it isn’t from Solomon but from a man named Agur son of Jakeh. We 
don’t know much about him, nor about Ithiel and Ucal, the men to whom these sayings were 
addressed. Yet, by the Spirit’s inspiration, his words are preserved in Scripture for our instruction. 

Humility and Limited Understanding (vv. 1–3) 

Agur begins with confession: 

“Surely I am more stupid than any man, 
And do not have the understanding of a man. 
I neither learned wisdom 
Nor have knowledge of the Holy One.” (Proverbs 30:2–3, NKJV) 

Unlike many who boast in their knowledge, Agur admits his limitations. He doesn’t present himself 
as a wise philosopher or great teacher. Instead, he models the humility we need before God. True 
wisdom begins with recognizing how much we don’t know (see Proverbs 1:7). 

Application: When approaching God’s Word, humility is essential. Intellectual pride blinds us, but 
teachability allows God’s truth to shape us. Before opening the Bible, we should pray, “Lord, I don’t 
know as I should. Teach me by Your Spirit.” 

The Great Questions of God (v. 4) 

Agur then asks a series of profound questions: 

• Who has gone up to heaven or come down? 
• Who holds the wind in His fists? 
• Who wraps up the waters in His garment? 
• Who established all the ends of the earth? 

The obvious answer is God alone. These are things no human can do. Then comes the climactic 
question: 

“What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?” (Proverbs 30:4, NKJV) 

This is a striking foreshadowing of God’s Son, Jesus Christ. The Old Testament occasionally hints at 
God having a Son (see Psalm 2:7, Isaiah 9:6). Here, Agur acknowledges that God’s greatness 
extends beyond what we can imagine and even points to the reality of God’s Son, later revealed fully 
in Christ. 

Application: These questions remind us of our smallness and God’s greatness. When life feels 
overwhelming, it helps to remember: the same God who holds the winds and seas holds your life in 
His hands. Trust Him. 
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The Purity of God’s Word (vv. 5–6) 

Agur declares: 

“Every word of God is pure; 
He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 
Do not add to His words, 
Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.” 

God’s Word needs no human additions or alterations. It is sufficient, pure, and reliable. Adding to 
it—whether through tradition, false prophecy, or man-made rules—only leads to error and 
judgment. 

Application: Hold fast to Scripture as it is. Don’t try to twist it to fit culture or personal preference. 
Instead, let it stand as God gave it. Build your life on it, because it is trustworthy. 

A Balanced Prayer (vv. 7–9) 

Agur prays a wise and practical prayer: 

• Keep me far from lies and vanity. 
• Give me neither poverty nor riches. 
• Provide me with daily bread. 

He understood the dangers of both extremes: wealth can breed pride and forgetfulness of God, 
while poverty can tempt one to dishonesty and theft. 

Application: This prayer teaches contentment. Instead of asking God for riches, ask Him for 
sufficiency. Jesus echoed this in “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). A content heart is 
a protected heart. 

Warnings Against Generational Sins (vv. 10–17) 

Do not malign a servant to his master, Lest he curse you, and you be found guilty. There is a 
generation that curses its father, And does not bless its mother. There is a generation that is pure in 
its own eyes, Yet is not washed from its filthiness. There is a generation--oh, how lofty are their eyes! 
And their eyelids are lifted up. There is a generation whose teeth are like swords, And whose fangs 
are like knives, To devour the poor from off the earth, And the needy from among men. The leech has 
two daughters-- Give and Give! There are three things that are never satisfied, Four never say, 
"Enough!": The grave, The barren womb, The earth that is not satisfied with water-- And the fire never 
says, "Enough!" The eye that mocks his father, And scorns obedience to his mother, The ravens of 
the valley will pick it out, And the young eagles will eat it. (Proverbs 30:10-17 NKJV) 

Agur observes the corruption of different generations: 

• Children who dishonor parents. 
• People who think themselves pure while living in sin. 
• Arrogant hearts and violent mouths. 
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He warns that such arrogance and rebellion lead to ruin, even death (v. 17). 

Application: Every generation has blind spots. Examine your heart and your culture in light of 
Scripture. Don’t excuse sin because “everyone is doing it.” God calls each believer to humility, 
honor, and purity. 

Lessons from Nature (vv. 24–28) 

There are four things which are little on the earth, But they are exceedingly wise: The ants are a 
people not strong, Yet they prepare their food in the summer; The rock badgers are a feeble folk, Yet 
they make their homes in the crags; The locusts have no king, Yet they all advance in ranks; The 
spider skillfully grasps with its hands, And it is in kings' palaces. (Proverbs 30:24-28 NKJV) 

Agur points to small creatures that display great wisdom: 

• Ants—prepare for the future. 
• Rock badgers (conies/hyraxes)—find safety in stronger protection. 
• Locusts—advance together in unity. 
• Spiders/geckos—gain entrance even into king’s palaces. 

Application: God often teaches us through creation (see Romans 1:20). Learn from these examples: 
plan wisely, recognize your weakness and hide in Christ, value unity in the body of Christ, and cling 
to God’s promises for eternal security in His palace. 

Closing Warnings (vv. 29–33) 

There are three things which are majestic in pace, Yes, four which are stately in walk: A lion, which is 
mighty among beasts And does not turn away from any; A greyhound, A male goat also, And a king 
whose troops are with him. If you have been foolish in exalting yourself, Or if you have devised evil, 
put your hand on your mouth. For as the churning of milk produces butter, And wringing the nose 
produces blood, So the forcing of wrath produces strife. (Proverbs 30:29-33 NKJV) 

Agur ends with lessons on pride, anger, and strife. Just as churning milk produces butter and 
wringing the nose produces blood, stirring up anger produces conflict. 

Application: Don’t nurse anger, pride, or contention—they always escalate into strife. Instead, 
pursue humility, peace, and self-control through the Spirit. 

Final Takeaway 

Proverbs 30 reminds us: 

• True wisdom starts with humility before God. 
• His Word is pure and sufficient. 
• Life is safest when lived in balance and contentment. 
• God’s creation teaches us lessons if we pay attention. 
• Pride and anger lead to ruin, but humility and trust lead to life. 
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Practical Application: Start by praying Agur’s prayer: “Lord, keep me honest. Don’t give me poverty 
or riches. Feed me with what I need today. Teach me to walk humbly with You.” 


