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Proverbs 28 – Righteousness and Wickedness in Daily Life 

Boldness and Fear (v. 1) 

“The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” 

The guilty conscience runs even when no danger is near. But those who live with integrity can stand 
with confidence because they know they walk in truth. 

Application: A clean conscience before God brings boldness, while secret sin brings constant fear. 

Leadership and Stability (v. 2) 

“Because of the transgression of a land, many are its princes; but by a man of understanding and 
knowledge right will be prolonged.” 

When sin rules a land, governments are unstable, leaders come and go, and chaos follows. But 
wise, godly leadership brings stability. 

Application: Pray for wise leaders and be the kind of person who brings stability, not confusion, into 
your family, work, and community. 

The Poor, the Wicked, and God’s Law (vv. 3–5) 

• A poor man who oppresses others is like a destructive storm (v. 3). 

• Those who forsake God’s law end up praising wickedness (v. 4). 

• Those who seek the Lord gain true discernment (v. 5). 

Application: Oppression is not limited to the wealthy; even the poor can sin against the poor. True 
justice and discernment only come from seeking God, not human reasoning. 

Integrity Over Wealth (v. 6) 

“Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than one perverse in his ways, though he be rich.” 

Wealth without character is worthless. A poor man with honesty is richer than a wealthy man 
without integrity. 

Application: Don’t measure worth by money, but by faithfulness and character. 

Companions and Consequences (vv. 7–8) 

• A wise son keeps God’s law, but foolish companions bring shame (v. 7). 

• Wealth gained by exploitation will eventually be redistributed to the compassionate (v. 8). 

Application: Choose your friends carefully—companions shape your destiny. 
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Prayer and Obedience (v. 9) 

“One who turns away his ear from hearing the law [i.e., God’s Word], even his prayer is an 
abomination.” 

Prayer is powerful, but prayer without obedience is empty. God does not honor prayers from a 
rebellious heart. 

Application: Before asking God for anything, examine your heart. Confession must come before 
petition. 

Sin, Confession, and Mercy (vv. 10–13) 

• Leading others astray brings destruction (v. 10). 

• Pride blinds the rich, but the poor who understand can see through it (v. 11). 

• Hiding sin brings ruin, but confessing and forsaking it brings mercy (v. 13). 

Application: Don’t cover sin—confess it, forsake it, and receive God’s mercy. 

Reverence and Hardness of Heart (vv. 14–17) 

• A tender, reverent heart keeps one from ruin (v. 14). 

• Wicked rulers are like roaring beasts over the poor (vv. 15–16). 

• Violence against others leads to destruction (v. 17). 

Application: Stay tender toward God. A hardened heart is a dangerous heart. 

Work, Faithfulness, and Riches (vv. 18–22) 

• Honest work leads to stability; chasing fantasies leads to poverty (v. 19). 
• Faithfulness brings blessing; greed brings guilt (v. 20). 
• Quick riches come with hidden poverty (v. 22). 

Application: Avoid shortcuts. Honor God with steady, honest work. 

Rebuke and Correction (v. 23) 

“He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue.” 

Correction may hurt at first, but it brings lasting respect. Flattery feels good at first, but it is empty. 

Application: Love people enough to speak truth with humility. 

Family, Pride, and Trust (vv. 24–26) 

• Robbing parents is as destructive as partnering with criminals (v. 24). 

• Pride stirs conflict, but trusting the Lord brings blessing (v. 25). 

• Trusting your own heart is foolish; wisdom comes from walking with God (v. 26). 
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Application: Don’t follow your heart—follow God’s Word. The heart is deceptive; God’s truth is 
steady. 

Generosity and Justice (vv. 27–28) 

• Generosity leads to God’s provision (v. 27). 

• Ignoring the poor brings curses. 

• When wickedness rises, the righteous suffer; but when wickedness falls, the righteous 
flourish (v. 28). 

Application: Open your hand to those in need. Your generosity reflects God’s heart and invites His 
blessing. 

Closing Reflection 

Proverbs 28 paints a sharp contrast between the righteous and the wicked, the wise and the foolish, 
the generous and the greedy. The chapter reminds us that integrity, reverence for God, and 
compassion for others are worth far more than wealth, status, or fleeting pleasure. 

Personal Application: 

• Keep a clear conscience by confessing sin quickly. 

• Value character above riches. 

• Walk humbly with God, not trusting in your own heart. 

• Be generous and faithful in daily responsibilities. 


