Daily Bible Reading Companion
20-Proverbs Chapter 25

Introduction

Proverbs 25 begins with a note that these sayings of Solomon were gathered and preserved by the
scribes of King Hezekiah. His reign was marked by a national revival. Whenever God stirs revival,
people return to His Word with fresh hunger and devotion. The rediscovery and copying of
Solomon’s proverbs during Hezekiah’s time reminds us that spiritual renewal always brings people
back to Scripture.

Proverbs 25:2-3

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter. As the
heavens for height and the earth for depth, so the heart of kings is unsearchable.”

God has hidden much of His wisdom in creation, history, and His Word, and He invites us to search
it out. Leaders especially should be seekers of truth and wisdom. Just as the universe is vast and
beyond human comprehension, so the heart and motives of rulers are deep and not easily known.

Application: As believers, we are called to dig into the Word of God. Revival in our own hearts
begins when we value what He has said and search it diligently.

Proverbs 25:4-5

“Take away the dross from silver, and it will go to the silversmith for jewelry. Take away the wicked
from before the king, and his throne will be established in righteousness.”

Just as silver must be refined to become useful, so a kingdom—or any organization—must remove
corruption to stand in righteousness. Leadership surrounded by wicked advisors will falter, but when
evil influence is removed, righteousness has room to flourish.

Application: We must allow God to refine our lives, removing the “dross” of sin and compromise.
Just as He tests and purifies silver, He will shape us into vessels for His use.

Proverbs 25:6-7

“Do not exalt yourself in the presence of the king, and do not stand in the place of the great; for it is
better that he say to you, ‘Come up here,’ than that you should be put lower in the presence of the
prince.”

This teaches humility. Jesus echoed this principle when He advised guests not to take the best seats
at a banquet but to choose the lower place and let the host honor them (Luke 14:8-11).

Application: Seek humility in every area of life. Let God be the one who lifts you up. Pride leads to
humiliation, but humility prepares us for God’s honor.

Proverbs 25:11-12

“A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. Like an earring of gold and an ornament
of fine gold is a wise rebuker to an obedient ear.”
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Words of wisdom, spoken at the right time, are precious and beautiful. They can bring peace in tense
situations and restore relationships. At the same time, correction is valuable when the hearer is
willing to receive it.

Application: Pray for the wisdom to speak the right word at the right time. Let your words heal rather
than harm. And be willing to receive correction when it comes from a godly source.

Proverbs 25:21-22

“If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; for so you
will heap coals of fire on his head, and the Lord will reward you.”

Paul quoted this in Romans 12:20 to show that God calls us to overcome evil with good. Showing
kindness to an enemy does not mean excusing their wrong, but responding in such a way that their
conscience is stirred to shame and repentance.

Application: Choose kindness toward those who oppose you. God will reward you, and your enemy
may be softened toward repentance.

Proverbs 25:24
“It is better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, than in a house shared with a contentious woman.”

This proverb illustrates the misery of constant conflict at home. It is better to have little space and
peace than to live in a spacious house filled with strife.

Application: Work for peace in your home. Husbands and wives are called to cultivate gentleness,
patience, and mutual respect. A peaceful home is a great blessing.

Proverbs 25:28
“Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls.”

Self-control is essential for spiritual strength. Without it, we are defenseless, vulnerable to
temptation, anger, and foolish decisions.

Application: Ask God to help you exercise self-control in your words, actions, and emotions. A life
without discipline is like a city without protection—open to destruction.

Closing Reflection

Proverbs 25 reminds us that wisdom is not just about knowledge but about living with humility, self-
control, and a heart open to correction. Revival in any age comes when people return to God’s Word
and let it shape their decisions, their speech, and their relationships.

Personal Application:
e Am I humbly seeking God’s wisdom daily in His Word?

e Do lreceive correction with a teachable spirit, or resist it?
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e Am I showing kindness even to those who oppose me?
e Dol have self-control, or are my emotions and temper ruling me?

The answers to these questions reveal whether we are walking in the wisdom of God or leaving our
lives vulnerable like a city without walls.
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