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Proverbs 24 Commentary and Application 

Verses 1–2 
“Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them; for their heart devises violence, and their 
lips talk of troublemaking.” 

The temptation to admire or even imitate the wicked can be strong, especially when their lives seem 
easy or prosperous. But Scripture warns us not to envy them. Their hearts are set on destruction, 
and their words stir up harm. Walking with them will only lead to ruin. 

Practical Application: Be cautious about the company you keep. The people you admire or align 
yourself with will shape your values and decisions. Surround yourself with those who love 
righteousness and seek peace. 

Verses 3–4 
“Through wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; by knowledge the rooms 
are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.” 

A godly home is not established by wealth, achievements, or appearances. It is built by wisdom, 
established by understanding, and enriched by the knowledge of God. These qualities create an 
atmosphere where true treasure—love, peace, and godliness—fills the house. 

Practical Application: Parents, invest in building your home with God’s wisdom. Teach His Word, 
model His ways, and seek His understanding in decisions. These riches endure far longer than 
material possessions. 

Verses 5–7 
“A wise man is strong, yes, a man of knowledge increases strength; for by wise counsel you will wage 
your own war, and in a multitude of counselors there is safety. Wisdom is too lofty for a fool; he does 
not open his mouth in the gate.” 

Strength in life does not come from physical power but from wisdom. Wise counsel makes us strong 
in decision-making, especially in times of conflict or difficulty. The fool, lacking wisdom, has no 
voice of influence where judgment is made. 

Practical Application: Don’t try to navigate life alone. Seek godly counsel from Scripture and from 
mature believers. Wise voices help prevent regretful choices. 

Verses 8–9 
“He who plots to do evil will be called a schemer. The devising of foolishness is sin, and the scoffer is 
an abomination to men.” 

Evil intentions and scoffing attitudes are not small matters. Even the planning of foolishness is 
sinful. God sees not only the act but also the heart that schemes. 

Practical Application: Guard your thought life. What you scheme in your heart will eventually shape 
your actions. Train your mind toward truth and righteousness. 
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Verses 11–12 
“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. If you 
say, ‘Surely we did not know this,’ does not He who weighs the hearts consider it? He who keeps your 
soul, does He not know it? And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?” 

We cannot ignore people in need, especially when they are in danger. Excuses like “I didn’t know” 
will not stand before God, who sees the heart and knows our capacity to act. 

Practical Application: When you see someone in need—whether physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually—do what you can to help. Indifference is not an option for those who belong to God. 

Verses 13–14 
“My son, eat honey because it is good, and the honeycomb which is sweet to your taste; so shall the 
knowledge of wisdom be to your soul; if you have found it, there is a prospect, and your hope will not 
be cut off.” 

Just as honey is sweet to the body, wisdom is sweet to the soul. True wisdom provides hope and 
stability that will never fail. 

Practical Application: Savor the sweetness of God’s truth. Let Scripture nourish and strengthen you 
daily. 

Verses 15–16 
“Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righteous; do not plunder his resting 
place; for a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity.” 

The righteous may stumble, but they do not stay down. God lifts them up again. The wicked, 
however, eventually collapse under their own ways. 

Practical Application: Don’t despair when you fall short. Failure is not final with God. He is patient, 
ready to lift you up when you turn back to Him. 

Verses 17–18 
“Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; lest the 
Lord see it, and it displease Him, and He turn away His wrath from him.” 

God warns us against gloating over the downfall of others—even enemies. Such pride displeases 
Him. 

Practical Application: When someone who wronged you stumbles, resist the urge to celebrate. 
Instead, pray for them. A soft heart reflects God’s character. 

Verses 19–20 
“Do not fret because of evildoers, nor be envious of the wicked; for there will be no prospect for the 
evil man; the lamp of the wicked will be put out.” 

Evil people may seem to succeed for a time, but their end is certain. Their “lamp” will be 
extinguished. 
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Practical Application: Don’t measure your life against those who live in sin. Their prosperity is 
temporary, but your hope in the Lord is eternal. 

Verses 21–22 
“My son, fear the Lord and the king; do not associate with those given to change; for their calamity 
will rise suddenly, and who knows the ruin those two can bring?” 

Respect both divine and human authority. Those who rebel against both often meet sudden ruin. 

Practical Application: Honor authority in your life as long as it does not conflict with God’s Word. 
Rebellion against authority often leads to destruction. 

Verses 23–26 
“It is not good to show partiality in judgment. He who says to the wicked, ‘You are righteous,’ him the 
people will curse; nations will abhor him. But those who rebuke the wicked will have delight, and a 
good blessing will come upon them. He who gives a right answer kisses the lips.” 

Justice demands integrity. To excuse the wicked is to invite shame. To speak truth is to bring 
blessing. 

Practical Application: Be honest and upright in your words, even when it costs you. Truth spoken in 
love is as refreshing as a kiss. 

Verses 27–29 
“Prepare your outside work, make it fit for yourself in the field; and afterward build your house. Do 
not be a witness against your neighbor without cause, for would you deceive with your lips? Do not 
say, ‘I will do to him just as he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his work.’” 

Order your priorities wisely, and do not repay evil for evil. God alone is the Judge. 

Practical Application: Trust God with justice. Don’t take matters of revenge into your own hands. 
Invest your energy in building your life in righteousness. 

Verses 30–34 
“I went by the field of the lazy man, and by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding; and 
there it was, all overgrown with thorns; its surface was covered with nettles; its stone wall was 
broken down. When I saw it, I considered it well; I looked on it and received instruction: a little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest; so shall your poverty come like a prowler, and 
your need like an armed man.” 

Neglect produces ruin. Laziness leads to poverty as surely as weeds take over a neglected field. 

Practical Application: Guard against spiritual and practical laziness. Just as neglected gardens fall 
into disrepair, so does a neglected life. Stay diligent in both your daily responsibilities and your walk 
with God. 


