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Proverbs 22 – Choosing the Path of Wisdom 

The Value of a Good Name (v.1) 

“A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold.” 
Character is worth more than wealth. A reputation built on integrity lasts longer than money. 

Practical Application: Protect your reputation by living honestly. Seek to be remembered for 
faithfulness and kindness, not possessions. 

God as Maker of All (v.2) 

“The rich and the poor have this in common: the Lord is the maker of them all.” 
Social or financial status does not change God’s view of us. We all stand equal before Him. 

Practical Application: Treat every person with dignity, whether wealthy or poor, because each one 
is created by God. 

Seeing Danger and Responding Wisely (v.3) 

“A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are punished.” 
The wise recognize danger and take refuge in God’s provision. The careless ignore warning signs and 
suffer. 

Practical Application: Pay attention to spiritual and moral dangers. Don’t ignore God’s warnings—
take refuge in Christ. 

Humility and Reverence (v.4) 

“By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and honor and life.” 
True wealth flows from humility and reverence toward God. 

Practical Application: Walk humbly, live in awe of God, and trust Him to bring honor and life in His 
time. 

Raising Children (vv.6, 15) 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it… Foolishness 
is bound in the heart of a child, but the rod of correction will drive it far from him” (Proverbs 22:6, 15, 
NKJV). 

Children are not born naturally inclined toward wisdom or righteousness. Scripture teaches that 
foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child, meaning that without guidance they will naturally drift 
toward wrong choices. Because of this, children need direction that goes beyond education, 
hobbies, or career paths—they need training that points them toward knowing and walking with 
God. 

Training involves steady, intentional effort: teaching truth, modeling integrity, and reinforcing godly 
habits. But training also involves correction. Loving discipline helps shape the heart and character of 
a child. The “rod” in Proverbs is not a license for harsh punishment or physical harm. Rather, it 
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represents measured, age-appropriate discipline intended to address deliberate rebellion against a 
parent’s God-given authority. The purpose is not to injure but to create a moment of correction that 
produces repentance and restores obedience. 

When discipline is done in love, it is never about a parent’s frustration—it is about a child’s growth. 
The goal is not simply to stop bad behavior, but to train the heart toward respect for authority, self-
control, and ultimately reverence for God. 

Practical Application: 
If you are raising children, remember that your role is more than providing for their physical needs—
you are shaping eternal souls. Ask yourself regularly: Am I training my children to know God’s truth 
and walk in His ways? Be reasonable and consistent in setting boundaries, gentle but firm in 
discipline, and faithful in pointing them toward the Lord. When correction is needed, let it always 
come from a heart of love, never anger. Pray for wisdom daily, because every child is unique, and 
God promises to give guidance to those who seek Him. 

Wealth and Generosity (vv.7, 9, 16) 

“The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender… He who has a generous eye 
will be blessed, for he gives of his bread to the poor… He who oppresses the poor to increase his 
riches will surely come to poverty.” 
Money has influence, but generosity reflects God’s heart. God blesses those who give freely and 
warns against exploiting the vulnerable. 

Practical Application: Be careful with debt, avoid oppressing others, and practice generosity. God 
honors those who give with compassion. 

Removing Strife (v.10) 

“Cast out the scoffer, and contention will leave; yes, strife and reproach will cease.” 
A single mocking, divisive person can create turmoil. Removing that influence restores peace. 

Practical Application: Don’t tolerate destructive attitudes in your closest circles. Surround yourself 
with people who build up, not tear down. 

Excuses and Laziness (vv.13, 29) 

“The lazy man says, ‘There is a lion outside! I shall be slain in the streets!’… Do you see a man who 
excels in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.” 
Excuses keep people from progress, but diligence leads to honor. 

Practical Application: Stop making excuses. Be faithful in your work and God will open doors of 
opportunity. 

Warnings Against Sin (vv.14, 17–21) 

“The mouth of an immoral woman is a deep pit; he who is abhorred by the Lord will fall there… 
Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise… that your trust may be in the Lord.” 
Immorality ensnares, but wisdom leads to trust in God and certainty of truth. 
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Practical Application: Stay away from temptation. Instead, anchor yourself in God’s Word and let it 
shape your choices. 

Justice for the Poor (vv.22–23) 

“Do not rob the poor because he is poor, nor oppress the afflicted at the gate; for the Lord will plead 
their cause, and plunder the soul of those who plunder them.” 
God Himself defends the poor and afflicted. Those who exploit them invite His judgment. 

Practical Application: Stand with the oppressed and treat the vulnerable with compassion. To harm 
them is to provoke God. 

The Company You Keep (vv.24–25) 

“Make no friendship with an angry man… lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.” 
Anger is contagious. Close association with hot-tempered people shapes your own behavior. 

Practical Application: Choose your companions wisely. Walk with those who lead you closer to 
God, not those who drag you into destructive habits. 

Debt and Foolish Promises (vv.26–27) 

“Do not be one of those who shakes hands in a pledge, one of those who is surety for debts; if you 
have nothing with which to pay, why should he take away your bed from under you?” 
Cosigning for reckless debt is dangerous. A bad decision can cost you dearly. 

Practical Application: Be cautious about financial commitments. Don’t take on responsibility for 
someone else’s debt unless you are fully prepared for the cost. 

Respecting Boundaries (v.28) 

“Do not remove the ancient landmark which your fathers have set.” 
In Israel, landmarks marked property boundaries. Spiritually, it represents respecting the 
foundations God has set. 

Practical Application: Hold firmly to the timeless truths of God’s Word. Don’t compromise the 
foundations of faith for cultural trends. 

Closing Reflection 

Proverbs 22 calls us to integrity, humility, and faithfulness. A good name is worth more than wealth, 
generosity reflects God’s heart, and diligence brings honor. Parents are called to guide their children 
toward God, while every believer is called to walk with wisdom, avoid destructive influences, and 
hold fast to God’s unchanging truth. 

Takeaway: Choose integrity over riches, generosity over greed, diligence over excuses, and God’s 
Word over shifting cultural values. By doing so, you walk in a way that honors Him and blesses 
others. 


