
Daily Bible Reading Companion 
20-Proverbs Chapter 19 

 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

1 

Proverbs 19 – Walking in Integrity and Wisdom 

Integrity Above Wealth (v.1) 

“Better is the poor who walks in his integrity than one who is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.” 
True wealth is found in honesty and character. Riches without integrity are empty and dangerous. 

Practical Application: Don’t compromise truth for personal gain. Even if you have little, integrity 
before God and others is worth more than riches. 

Knowledge and Patience (vv.2–3) 

“It is not good for a soul to be without knowledge, and he sins who hastens with his feet. The 
foolishness of a man twists his way, and his heart frets against the Lord.” 
Lack of knowledge leads to rash decisions, and rashness leads to regret. Often people make poor 
choices and then blame God for the consequences. 

Practical Application: Slow down, seek wisdom, and don’t blame God for the results of your own 
unwise decisions. 

Wealth and Friendship (vv.4–7) 

“Wealth makes many friends, but the poor is separated from his neighbor.” 
Money attracts people, but adversity reveals who your true friends are. 

Practical Application: Build friendships on love and loyalty, not on what someone can give you. Be 
the kind of friend who stays, even when times are hard. 

The Value of Wisdom (v.8) 

“He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he who keeps understanding will find good.” 
Wisdom benefits the one who seeks it—it is an act of love toward your own life. 

Practical Application: Invest time in learning God’s truth and applying it. By doing so, you enrich 
your own life. 

Truth vs. Lies (vv.5, 9) 

“A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies shall perish.” 
God takes dishonesty seriously. Lies destroy trust and bring judgment. 

Practical Application: Speak truth even when it’s difficult. Lies may seem convenient, but they 
always bring consequences. 

Patience and Forgiveness (v.11) 

“The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, and his glory is to overlook a transgression.” 
It is noble to overlook an offense rather than seek revenge. Forgiveness reflects wisdom. 

Practical Application: Choose to let small offenses go. By forgiving, you protect your own peace 
and reflect God’s mercy. 
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Family and Home (vv.13–14) 

“A foolish son is the ruin of his father, and the contentions of a wife are a continual dripping. Houses 
and riches are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord.” 
Family harmony is more valuable than possessions. A wise and godly spouse is a gift from God. 

Practical Application: Invest in your family relationships. Pray for wisdom in marriage and 
parenting, and thank God for His provision in your home. 

Generosity to the Poor (v.17) 

“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given.” 
Helping the poor is like giving directly to God, who promises to repay. 

Practical Application: Practice generosity toward those in need. Remember that God Himself 
receives and rewards your kindness. 

Discipline and Instruction (vv.18–20) 

“Chasten your son while there is hope… Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be 
wise in your latter days.” 
Correction given in love helps children grow in character. Likewise, adults should remain teachable. 

Practical Application: Parents—discipline your children with love and patience, not anger. Adults—
never stop receiving correction from God’s Word and wise counsel. 

God’s Sovereignty (v.21) 

“There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord’s counsel—that will stand.” 
We may scheme and plan, but only God’s will ultimately prevails. 

Practical Application: Make your plans with prayer, but hold them loosely. Trust that God’s way is 
always best. 

Reverence and Satisfaction (v.23) 

“The fear of the Lord leads to life, and he who has it will abide in satisfaction; he will not be visited 
with evil.” 
Reverence for God brings a full life, peace of mind, and protection from many troubles. 

Practical Application: Live each day with respect for God. His presence brings true satisfaction that 
circumstances cannot steal. 

Warnings Against Laziness (vv.24) 

“A lazy man buries his hand in the bowl, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.” 
Exaggerated humor paints the picture: laziness destroys a person’s potential and future. 

Practical Application: Avoid procrastination and laziness. Diligence honors God and provides 
stability in life. 
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Listening and Responding to Correction (vv.25–29) 

“Strike a scoffer, and the simple will become wary; rebuke one who has understanding, and he will 
discern knowledge… Judgments are prepared for scoffers, and beatings for the backs of fools.” 
Fools resist correction, but the wise grow from it. 

Practical Application: Take correction as an opportunity to grow. Don’t despise discipline—it may 
be God’s way of protecting and shaping you. 

Closing Reflection 

Proverbs 19 reminds us that character matters more than wealth, that wisdom brings life, and that 
generosity to the poor is generosity toward God Himself. Family, humility, reverence, and diligence 
are treasures that far outweigh riches. 

Takeaway: Walk in integrity, be generous with compassion, stay humble and teachable, and rest in 
the certainty that God’s counsel will always stand. 


