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Proverbs 15 – The Power of Words and the Path of the Wise 

Proverbs 15 centers heavily on the power of our words, the importance of humility, and the contrast 
between the righteous and the wicked. It reminds us that godly living begins in the heart and is 
expressed through what we say, how we respond to correction, and the choices we make in 
everyday life. 

1. The Healing Power of Gentle Words 

“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs 15:1 NKJV) 

How we respond to anger can either calm the storm or make it worse. A gentle, respectful answer 
can de-escalate conflict. But a harsh or sarcastic reply often inflames tension and invites 
retaliation. 

Personal Application: 
When someone confronts you, resist the urge to react in anger. Ask the Lord for self-control and 
gentleness. A humble response can disarm hostility and reflect the grace of Christ. 

2. God Sees It All 

“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.” (v. 3) 

There is no such thing as a hidden moment. Every thought, every motive, every action—God sees it 
all. He is never unaware, never absent. 

Personal Application: 
Live every day as if you’re under the loving gaze of your Heavenly Father—because you are. Let the 
awareness of His presence guide your decisions, both public and private. 

3. The Value of Receiving Correction 

“A fool despises his father’s instruction, but he who receives correction is prudent.” (v. 5) 

A wise person welcomes reproof and correction as a path to growth. But fools resist accountability 
and shut out the voice of wisdom. 

Personal Application: 
When someone speaks into your life with concern or correction, don’t immediately get defensive. 
Ask: Is this from the Lord? Even painful words, when given in love, can be tools God uses to shape 
your character. 

4. The Danger of Offering God Lip Service 

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is His 
delight.” (v. 8) 

God is not impressed by outward religious acts when they come from a heart that is rebellious or 
insincere. He delights in the honest, humble prayers of those who walk with Him. 
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Personal Application: 
Don’t substitute religious activity for relationship. God wants your heart more than your 
performance. Come to Him sincerely—He delights in your voice. 

5. The Lord Loves Righteousness 

“The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but He loves him who follows righteousness.” 
(v. 9) 

God is not indifferent to our moral choices. He hates evil because it destroys lives. But He loves 
those who pursue righteousness, even imperfectly. 

Personal Application: 
Make it your aim to do what is right—not to earn God's love, but because you've already received it. 
God takes joy in every right decision you make, no matter how small. 

6. Joy, Peace, and Contentment in Simplicity 

“Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure with trouble.” (v. 16) 
“Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a fatted calf with hatred.” (v. 17) 

True wealth is found in peace, not possessions. A small meal in a loving home is better than luxury in 
a house filled with tension and bitterness. 

Personal Application: 
Don't envy those who have more. Pursue a home filled with love, humility, and the fear of the Lord. 
That’s the kind of wealth that satisfies the soul. 

7. The Wise Are Slow to Speak and Quick to Listen 

“The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.” (v. 
28) 

A wise person takes time to consider their words carefully. Fools speak impulsively, often causing 
harm. 

Personal Application: 
Before you respond in a conversation, especially in conflict, pause and pray. Ask: Will my words 
build up or tear down? 

8. God Hears the Righteous 

“The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.” (v. 29) 

God is not distant from those who walk in humility and truth. He hears the prayers of those who seek 
Him sincerely. 

Personal Application: 
Draw near to God—not just with your lips, but with your life. If you’re walking in righteousness by 
faith, know that He hears you and cares deeply. 
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9. The Role of Discipline in Growth 

“He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, but he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.” 
(v. 32) 

Rejecting correction is ultimately self-destructive. But receiving it leads to wisdom and maturity. 

Personal Application: 
View correction not as rejection, but as protection. God often uses others to bring truth into your life. 
Be teachable. 

10. The Road to Honor Runs Through Humility 

“The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, and before honor is humility.” (v. 33) 

Honor in God’s kingdom doesn’t come through pride or self-promotion. It comes through reverence 
for the Lord and a humble spirit. 

Personal Application: 
If you want to be used by God, humble yourself. Let Him lift you up in His time. Don’t chase status—
chase faithfulness. 

Final Reflection: Walking the Path of Life 

Proverbs 15 reminds us that our words matter, our attitudes matter, and our pursuit of wisdom 
matters. This is not about rigid rule-keeping, but about walking in a relationship with God that 
shapes how we live, speak, and respond. 

Let these truths shape your prayers: 

• “Lord, give me a gentle tongue.” 

• “Lord, help me welcome correction.” 

• “Lord, help me walk humbly before You and others.” 

And let this final encouragement guide your steps: 

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1:22 NKJV) 

When the Holy Spirit speaks to you through His Word, don’t brush it off. Respond. Obey. Turn. Lean 
on His grace and power to walk in the path of righteousness. 


