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Psalm 99 — Worshiping the Reighing and Holy God

“The Lord reigns;

Letthe peoples tremble!

He dwells between the cherubim;

Let the earth be moved!” — Psalm 99:1, NKJV

God Reigns in Majesty and Holiness

This psalm opens with the same powerful declaration found in Psalms 93, 96, and 97: The Lord
reigns. This isn’t just theological theory—it’s spiritual reality. God is on the throne right now. And this
truth should move us—literally and spiritually. The call to tremble is not terror, but reverent awe.

He is not detached or distant. He dwells between the cherubim—a reference to the heavenly throne
surrounded by angelic beings. These majestic creatures, described in Ezekiel and Revelation,
constantly cry out “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.” God's nearness should cause both
trembling and trust.

Personal Application: Do you live as though God is reigning today—not just in the cosmos, butin
your daily decisions? Remember, you’re not dealing with a passive deity, but the sovereign Lord of
glory. Approach Him with reverence and confidence.

“The Lord is greatin Zion,

And He is high above all the peoples.

Let them praise Your great and awesome name—
He is holy.” — Psalm 99:2-3

The Greatness of God Demands Praise

God’s greatness is not regional or cultural—He is high above all peoples. His authority transcends
nations, leaders, and ideologies. The psalmist calls all people to praise His great and awesome
name. Why? Because He is holy.

Holiness is not simply moral perfection—it is the unique, majestic purity of God’s nature. He is
utterly set apart, unlike any other. And that is what makes Him so worthy of our worship.

Personal Application: How often do you pause to reflect on God’s holiness? Worship doesn’t begin
with emotion—it begins with recognition. Recognize His greatness, and your heart will be stirred to
praise.

“The King’s strength also loves justice;
You have established equity;
You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” — Psalm 99:4
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God Rules with Righteousness and Justice

Unlike human rulers whose judgments can be flawed or partial, God’s justice is always right. He
doesn’t just execute justice—He loves it. He desires fairness, equity, and truth.

God’s ways are consistent with His character. He doesn’t change the rules for different people or
different times. He holds nations, leaders, and individuals accountable to the same righteous
standard.

Personal Application: Are you aligning your values with God's love for justice? True holiness is not
just about personal purity but about reflecting God's character in how we treat others—with
fairness, integrity, and compassion.

“Exalt the Lord our God,
And worship at His footstool—
He is holy.” — Psalm 99:5

Worship at His Feet

To exalt the Lord is to lift Him up in our hearts and words. But this verse takes it further: worship at
His footstool. It’s a posture of humility and submission. To kneel at His footstool is to acknowledge
that He is above us, that He is worthy, and that we belong to Him.

Personal Application: What posture does your heart take in worship—proud and distracted, or
bowed and surrendered? True worship isn’t performance; it’s presence before the throne.

“Moses and Aaron were among His priests,

And Samuel was among those who called upon His name;

They called upon the Lord, and He answered them.

He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar;

They kept His testimonies and the ordinance He gave them.” — Psalm 99:6-7

God Answers the Humble and Obedient

These verses take us back to the faithful leaders of Israel—Moses, Aaron, and Samuel—men who
sought God and heard from Him. Their authority wasn’t found in position alone but in their
willingness to call on the Lord and obey His voice.

God answered them. He spoke to them in the midst of uncertainty, whether through the cloud in the
wilderness or through whispered instruction. And they responded by keeping His Word.

Personal Application: Do you want to hear from God? Follow the pattern: seek Him in humility, and
obey what He has already spoken. God speaks to those who listen and live according to His truth.

“You answered them, O Lord our God;
You were to them God-Who-Forgives,
Though You took vengeance on their deeds.” — Psalm 99:8
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God Forgives Without Overlooking Sin

This is one of the most balanced and beautiful descriptions of God’s character: He is the God-Who-
Forgives, yet He also takes vengeance on wrongdoing. He is neither soft nor harsh—He is holy and
just.

The golden calf incident is one example. God forgave Israel, but He also disciplined them. Grace is
not the absence of consequences, and judgment is not the absence of mercy. God holds both
perfectly together.

Personal Application: Don’t mistake God’s forgiveness as a license to live however you want. And
don’t confuse His correction as rejection. If you're in Christ, He disciplines you because He loves
you—and forgives you when you return.

“Exalt the Lord our God,
And worship at His holy hill;
For the Lord our God is holy.” — Psalm 99:9

The Final Call: Worship the Holy One

The psalm ends where it began: Exalt the Lord. Worship Him. He is holy.
Worship is not about stirring emotion; it's about responding to God's nature. Holiness is what
separates Him from all else—it is what makes Him worthy of reverence, obedience, and trust.

To worship at His “holy hill” recalls Mount Zion—the place of God’s dwelling, a symbol of His
nearness and majesty. We don’t worship at a literal hill today, but through Christ, we approach the
throne of grace with confidence (Hebrews 4:16).

Personal Application: Make worship a priority—not just a weekly event but a daily posture. Bow
before His holiness. Let your life reflect the reverence He deserves.

Conclusion: A Throne of Holiness and Justice

Psalm 99 is a psalm of reverence, remembrance, and response.
It teaches us that:

e (God reigns now, even when the world looks chaotic.

e Godis holy, and His presence should stir awe in our hearts.
e (Godisjust, and He loves righteousness.

e (God forgives, even while correcting.

e God answers, those who call upon Him in sincerity.

Let this psalm recalibrate your view of God—not only as close and kind but as holy, righteous, and
worthy of trembling worship.

“Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at His holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy.” — Psalm 99:9

Let that be the posture of your heart—every day.
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