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Psalm 95:1–11 — A Call to Worship and a Warning to Believe 

Verses 1–7a: The Invitation to Worship 

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! 
Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; 
Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 
For the Lord is the great God, 
And the great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth; 
The heights of the hills are His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it; 
And His hands formed the dry land. 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For He is our God, 
And we are the people of His pasture, 
And the sheep of His hand.” — Psalm 95:1–7a, NKJV 

The psalm opens with an exuberant invitation to praise. It’s not a dry ritual but a joyful, loud, heartfelt 
expression of love and awe. We sing, we shout, we give thanks—because the Lord is not only our 
Creator, but our Shepherd. He is both powerful and personal. 

Personal Application: Is your worship joyful? Is it rooted in the reality of who God is? We’re not 
singing to an idea or a distant deity—we are responding to the living God who made us, sustains us, 
and claims us as His own. 

This passage reminds us that God, in all His majesty, is deeply involved in our lives. He holds the 
depths of the earth and the heights of the mountains; He carved the oceans and shaped the land. 
But more than that—He calls us His people, His flock, in His hand. That kind of care invites not just 
praise but surrender. 

Let us bow. Let us kneel. Let us listen. 

Verses 7b–11: The Warning Against Hardness of Heart 

“Today, if you will hear His voice: 
Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, 
As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 
When your fathers tested Me; 
They tried Me, though they saw My work. 
For forty years I was grieved with that generation, 
And said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their hearts, 
And they do not know My ways.’ 
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So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” — Psalm 95:7b–11, NKJV 

The psalm takes a sober turn. After inviting us to joyful worship, the Spirit speaks a word of warning: 
Today, if you hear His voice—do not harden your heart. 

The reference here is to Israel’s rebellion at Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 13–14), when the people 
refused to enter the Promised Land despite God's clear promises and miraculous works. Their sin 
was not merely disobedience—it was unbelief. They doubted God's goodness, questioned His 
promises, and chose fear over faith. 

This rejection of God’s ways led to a generation wandering in the wilderness. Though they had been 
delivered from Egypt (a picture of salvation from sin), they never entered into the rest God intended 
for them—the fullness of His blessing and peace. 

Personal Application: This wilderness generation is a mirror for us. It is possible to be delivered but 
not resting, saved but not settled, redeemed but still resisting. God offers more than survival—He 
offers spiritual rest, peace, and confidence in His care. But the doorway is faith. 

Just as Hebrews 3–4 reminds us, this psalm speaks to believers in every generation. The warning still 
stands: don’t miss out on what God has for you by doubting His goodness or resisting His voice. 

A Word on Rest 

God’s “rest” isn’t merely a physical land—it represents a spiritual condition of trust, peace, and 
settledness in Him. It is the opposite of constant striving, anxiety, or spiritual instability. It’s the life 
Jesus described in Matthew 11:28–30: 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

God doesn’t intend for your walk with Him to be a cycle of ups and downs, fear and fretting. He 
invites you to a life anchored in His faithfulness—where even in the midst of uncertainty, you are 
settled because you know He’s enough. 

Final Encouragement 

“Today, if you will hear His voice…” 

This is a personal invitation. The door to rest is open today. But it must be entered by faith. Don't let 
past disappointment, fear of failure, or voices of unbelief harden your heart. Instead, hear His 
voice—through His Word, by His Spirit—and respond with a heart that trusts. 

Personal Application: Ask yourself, am I living in the wilderness of doubt or in the rest of God’s 
promises? Am I trusting God's heart, even when I don’t see His hand? If He’s calling you deeper, 
don’t resist. Don’t delay. Yield to Him today. His rest is available—right now. 
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Conclusion: Praise and Perseverance 

Psalm 95 calls us to both celebration and conviction. God is worthy of our loudest praise and our 
deepest surrender. He is not only our Creator, but our Shepherd and Rest-Giver. But we must not 
repeat the failures of the past by letting doubt silence our worship or harden our hearts. 

“Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest…” — Hebrews 4:11 

Let your worship be full. 
Let your heart be soft. 
Let your trust be strong. 
And enter into His rest. 


