19-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Psalms Chapter 89

Psalm 89: A Reflection on God’s Covenant Faithfulness and Present Sorrow
A contemplation of Ethan the Ezrahite.

Verses 1-4 | Proclaiming God’s Mercy and Covenant

“I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever;

With my mouth will | make known Your faithfulness to all generations.
For I have said, ‘Mercy shall be built up forever;

Your faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens.’

‘l have made a covenant with My chosen,

| have sworn to My servant David:

Your seed | will establish forever,

And build up your throne to all generations.”” (vv. 1-4)

The psalm opens with a personal vow: to praise God's mercy and to testify of His unwavering
faithfulness. God is not only merciful, but He is faithful to what He has promised. This covenant with
David to establish his line forever is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the promised King who reigns
eternally.

Application: In times of uncertainty, sing of what is certain: God's mercy and faithfulness. Your
circumstances may change, but God’s covenant love is anchored in heaven, beyond time and
turmoil.

Verses 5-18 | God’s Matchless Power and Worthy Reverence

“The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD;

Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the saints.

For who in the heavens can be compared to the LORD?

Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to the LORD?
God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints,

And to be held in reverence by all those around Him.” (vv. 5-7)

God isincomparable—beyond every ruler, beyond every spiritual being. He rules creation, stills the
seas, scatters His enemies, and establishes righteousness and justice as the very foundation of His
throne.

Application: Do you live with reverence toward God? Reverence isn’t about legalistic ritual, but a
heart that recognizes His majesty. Worship Him not casually, but sincerely—with awe, humility, and
love.

Verses 19-37 | God’s Covenant with David Reaffirmed

“Then You spoke in a vision to Your holy one,
And said: ‘| have given help to one who is mighty;
I have exalted one chosen from the people.

I have found My servant David;
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With My holy oil | have anointed him...

My covenant | will not break,

Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips.

Once | have sworn by My holiness;

I will not lie to David:

His seed shall endure forever,

And his throne as the sun before Me.”” (vv. 19-29, 34-36)

God promises enduring love and loyalty—not only to David but to the One who would come from his
line. Even if David’s descendants fail, God remains faithful. He may discipline, but He will not reject
the covenant.

Application: God’s discipline is never without purpose. He doesn’t forsake His promises even when
we falter. Trust in His covenant faithfulness, not in your own performance.

Verses 38-51 | A Cry from the Depths of Disappointment

“But You have cast off and abhorred,

You have been furious with Your anointed.

You have renounced the covenant of Your servant;

You have profaned his crown by casting it to the ground.” (vv. 38-39)

Now the psalm shifts. Despite the earlier confidence, the current situation feels like contradiction.
The psalmist sees broken walls, mocked kings, enemies rejoicing, and God seemingly silent. “How
long, LORD? Will You hide Yourself forever?” (v. 46)

Application: Have you ever felt that God’s promises seem distant while pain is present? Don’t hide
your heart from God—He welcomes honest lament. When life seems to contradict what He’s
promised, return to what you know: God is faithful. Cry out to Him as this psalmist does. Faith
wrestles; it doesn't retreat.

Verse 52 | Final Benediction
“Blessed be the LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen.” (v. 52)

Even in sorrow, the psalmist closes with praise. Faith doesn't ighore pain—it acknowledges it—but it
also looks beyond the present to the eternal. God’s story isn’t finished.

Final Application: When you find yourself in the tension between God’s promises and your current
reality, hold onto worship. Praise anchors the soul. Even in your “why, Lord?” moments, learn to say,
“Blessed be the LORD forevermore.”
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