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Psalm 78 — Remembering God's Faithfulness to Renew Our Own 

Overview: A Psalm of Instruction and Warning 

Psalm 78, written by Asaph, is a historical psalm—a spiritual rehearsal of Israel’s past. It recounts 
the wonders God performed and the repeated failure of His people to remember, believe, and obey. 
This psalm is not just history—it’s a call to every generation: Don’t let what God has done be 
forgotten. 

It is both a teaching tool and a warning, reminding us that God’s past works must be known, 
remembered, and passed down. 

“Give ear, O my people, to my law; Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.” (v. 1) 

1. God’s Works Are to Be Passed On (vv. 1–8) 

The psalm begins with an urgent plea for attention. Asaph declares that he will speak in parables 
and share truths of the past: 

“We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come the praises of the 
Lord…” (v. 4) 

God commanded that His mighty works be taught to every generation—not just to inspire awe, but to 
anchor hope and obedience: 

“That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His 
commandments.” (v. 7) 

Personal Application: 
We are responsible for passing on our spiritual legacy. If we fail to share what God has done in our 
lives—His mercy, provision, correction, and faithfulness—our children may grow up only hearing 
about religion and rules, not relationship and reality. Don't let the fire of God's work in your life die 
with you. 

2. The Tragedy of Forgetting (vv. 9–31) 

The psalm shifts to recount Israel’s failure. Armed for battle, the tribe of Ephraim retreated (v. 9)—
symbolic of Israel’s failure to stand firm spiritually. Why? 

“They did not keep the covenant of God; They refused to walk in His law, And forgot His works…” (vv. 
10–11) 

Even though God parted the sea, led them by a cloud and fire, and brought water from rocks, they 
questioned His goodness: 

“Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?” (v. 19) 

Their sin wasn't just rebellion—it was rooted in unbelief (v. 22). 
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Personal Application: 
Unbelief blinds us to what God has already done and causes us to doubt what He can still do. Are 
you putting limits on what God can do because of your current struggles? Don’t let disappointment 
rewrite the history of His faithfulness. 

3. God Provides… and Yet We Still Grumble (vv. 23–39) 

God gave them “angels’ food” (v. 25), and even sent meat in abundance. But even while their mouths 
were full, their hearts were still full of lust (v. 30). Their desires weren't satisfied, because no amount 
of physical provision can satisfy a soul that isn't right with God. 

Still, even in His anger, God showed mercy: 

“But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity… For He remembered that they were but 
flesh.” (vv. 38–39) 

Personal Application: 
God’s compassion is not based on our performance. He knows we are weak and frail—and He still 
shows mercy. But let that mercy lead us to repentance, not presumption. 

4. The Pattern of Rebellion (vv. 40–55) 

Over and over again, Israel tested God. They "limited the Holy One of Israel" (v. 41) by their unbelief. 
They forgot His deliverance from Egypt, the plagues He sent, and the miracles that freed them. 

Personal Application: 
We too can limit God—not because He lacks power, but because we lack trust. Preconceived ideas, 
cultural beliefs, or past disappointments can become barriers that hinder what God wants to do in 
our lives today. 

Ask yourself: Are you open to all that God might want to do in and through you? Or are you 
unknowingly putting Him in a box? 

5. The Cost of Disobedience (vv. 56–64) 

Despite all God had done, Israel turned to idolatry. They provoked God and broke His covenant. The 
result? 

“He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh… He gave His people over to the sword…” (vv. 60–62) 

Spiritual apathy and compromise always bring consequences—not because God is petty, but 
because He is holy. 

Personal Application: 
Disobedience doesn’t usually begin with outright rebellion. It starts with forgetfulness—neglecting 
to remember what God has said and done. Stay rooted in God’s Word and regularly recall His 
faithfulness, or you may slowly drift into spiritual numbness. 
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6. A New Beginning: God Raises Up Judah and David (vv. 65–72) 

Though God judged, He didn’t give up. He raised up David from the sheepfolds and chose Mount 
Zion over Shiloh. He gave His people a new leader and a new future. 

“So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them by the skillfulness of his 
hands.” (v. 72) 

Personal Application: 
God never gives up on His people. Even when we fail, He restores. Even when we wander, He 
pursues. God doesn’t discard those He disciplines—He rebuilds what is broken with mercy and 
wisdom. 

Let this remind you that God isn’t finished with you either. He can take your past failures and redeem 
them for future fruitfulness. 

Final Reflection 

Psalm 78 teaches us that history isn't just something we study—it’s something we’re responsible for 
passing on. Every believer is a link in the chain of testimony. We can either pass on stories of 
unbelief and failure—or stories of faith and obedience. 

Don't let God's work stop with you. Pass it on. Speak it. Live it. Trust Him again. Let His faithfulness 
be the banner that your family and generation rally around. 

“That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God…” (v. 7) 


