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Psalm 66:1–20 — A Call to Praise and Purification 

Psalm 66 is another psalm of David, rich with prophetic anticipation. While it celebrates God’s 
present work, it also points ahead to the fullness of His reign during the Kingdom Age—a time when 
all creation will worship Him openly and fully. 

"Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! Sing out the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious." 
(Psalm 66:1–2, NKJV) 

The psalm begins with a global call to worship. All creation is summoned to honor the name of the 
Lord. David calls not merely for polite acknowledgment but for glorious praise—worship that 
matches the greatness of God’s name. Scripture frequently calls us to this kind of fervent response: 

“Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the 
children of men!” (Psalm 107:8, NKJV) 

"Say to God, 'How awesome are Your works! Through the greatness of Your power Your enemies shall 
submit themselves to You. All the earth shall worship You And sing praises to You; They shall sing 
praises to Your name.’" (Psalm 66:3–4, NKJV) 

This is a future certainty. Paul echoes it when he writes: 

“Every knee shall bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth... and every tongue shall confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10–11, NKJV) 

The nations will no longer rebel but will sing praises to the name of Jesus, the One highly exalted. 

God’s Mighty Works Remembered 

"Come and see the works of God; He is awesome in His doing toward the sons of men. He turned the 
sea into dry land; They went through the river on foot. There we will rejoice in Him." (Psalm 66:5–6, 
NKJV) 

David calls us to recall God’s historic deliverances, like Israel’s passage through the Red Sea and 
Jordan River. God's power is not theoretical—it has been demonstrated in history. He is the same 
God who rules now and forever. 

"He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the nations; Do not let the rebellious exalt 
themselves." (Psalm 66:7, NKJV) 

God’s reign is everlasting. Though rebellion rises among the nations, it is temporary and futile. His 
eyes are ever watchful. 

Purified Through Trials 

"Oh, bless our God, you peoples! And make the voice of His praise to be heard, Who keeps our soul 
among the living, And does not allow our feet to be moved. For You, O God, have tested us; You have 
refined us as silver is refined." (Psalm 66:8–10, NKJV) 
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David acknowledges that God not only preserves but purifies His people. Just as silver is refined 
through fire, so God allows trials to produce purity and maturity in us. Jesus said: 

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” (John 15:2, NKJV) 

"You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs. You have caused men to ride over our 
heads; We went through fire and through water; But You brought us out to rich fulfillment." (Psalm 
66:11–12, NKJV) 

God’s refining processes—trials, hardships, and humbling experiences—are not random. They are 
purposeful, leading to a place of abundance. As believers, we can look back and see how He uses 
hardship not to harm us but to prepare us for greater fruitfulness and joy. 

Responding in Worship and Integrity 

"I will go into Your house with burnt offerings; I will pay You my vows, Which my lips have uttered And 
my mouth has spoken when I was in trouble." (Psalm 66:13–14, NKJV) 

Vows often arise in times of trouble: “Lord, if You deliver me, I will serve You.” David was faithful to 
fulfill his vows, offering not only sacrifices but his heart. This challenges us: are we keeping the 
commitments we made in desperate times, once deliverance has come? 

"I will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, With the sweet aroma of rams; I will offer bulls with 
goats." (Psalm 66:15, NKJV) 

David’s offering was costly, a symbol of full consecration to God. Burnt offerings represented total 
dedication—everything consumed in fire. 

Testimony of God’s Faithfulness 

"Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what He has done for my soul. I cried to 
Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue." (Psalm 66:16–17, NKJV) 

David invites others to hear his testimony. God’s work in our lives is not meant to be hidden. Sharing 
our experiences encourages others to trust in Him. 

"If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. But certainly God has heard me; He has 
attended to the voice of my prayer." (Psalm 66:18–19, NKJV) 

David gives a crucial insight: hidden sin severs the line of communication with God. It isn’t that 
God’s hand is too short or His ear too dull: 

“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from 
you.” (Isaiah 59:2, NKJV) 

God’s willingness to hear our prayers is linked to the condition of our hearts. It’s not that God refuses 
to listen to sinners altogether—after all, He hears the prayer of repentance—but willful, unrepentant 
sin erects a barrier to fellowship. 
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Final Blessing 

"Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, Nor His mercy from me!" (Psalm 66:20, NKJV) 

David closes in praise. God, in His mercy, has answered. Despite our weakness and past sin, He is 
gracious to cleanse, to hear, and to respond when we come in humility. 

Personal Application: 

Psalm 66 reminds us that God's refining process is not to be resisted but embraced. He brings us 
through the fire to purify and prepare us for abundance. In every trial, we can trust that He is at work. 
The psalm also urges us to maintain a clean heart and to respond to God's mercy with open, joyful 
praise. 

Have you allowed hardships to drive you closer to God or further away? Have you kept the promises 
made in your times of need? Let today be a day where we respond in faith, in purity, and in praise. 

“Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us.” (Psalm 
62:8, NKJV) 


