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Psalm 58 – Trusting God with Injustice 

Psalm 58 is one of David’s more intense prayers—a cry for justice against the wicked. It confronts us 
with the reality of deep corruption in human nature and the righteous longing for God to set things 
right. 

“Do you indeed speak righteousness, you silent ones? Do you judge uprightly, you sons of men? No, 
in heart you work wickedness; you weigh out the violence of your hands in the earth.” (Psalm 58:1–2, 
NKJV) 

David opens with a direct accusation against corrupt leaders and judges. They may have appeared 
neutral or just, but in reality, their hearts were filled with wickedness, and their hands were 
instruments of violence. 

“The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.” 
(Psalm 58:3, NKJV) 

David highlights the innate sinfulness of humanity. Even from birth, people show a bent toward 
deceit. This aligns with the broader testimony of Scripture—humanity is not morally neutral at birth 
but is predisposed to sin (Romans 3:10–12). 

Application: 
We are all born with a nature inclined toward sin. No one needs to teach a child to lie—it arises 
naturally. This highlights the necessity of God’s intervention in our hearts through His Word and 
Spirit. 

“Their poison is like the poison of a serpent; they are like the deaf cobra that stops its ear, which will 
not heed the voice of charmers, charming ever so skillfully.” (Psalm 58:4–5, NKJV) 

The wicked are likened to venomous serpents—dangerous and unresponsive even to skilled 
persuasion. Their resistance is willful, not due to ignorance. 

Application: 
There are some who harden their hearts against truth and grace. While we are called to share the 
gospel with all, not everyone will listen. Their hardness does not reflect the failure of God’s Word but 
the rebellion of the human heart. 

“Break their teeth in their mouth, O God! Break out the fangs of the young lions, O LORD! Let them 
flow away as waters which run continually; when he bends his bow, let his arrows be as if cut in 
pieces. Let them be like a snail which melts away as it goes, like a stillborn child of a woman, that 
they may not see the sun.” (Psalm 58:6–8, NKJV) 

David’s prayer is fierce. He calls upon God to dismantle the power of the wicked completely. His 
vivid metaphors convey the desire for evil to be rendered powerless. 

Application: 
While the New Testament ethic calls us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44), David’s prayer reminds 
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us that God is the ultimate Judge. Our role is not to execute vengeance but to commit injustice to His 
righteous hands (Romans 12:19). 

“Before your pots can feel the burning thorns, He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, as in His 
living and burning wrath.” (Psalm 58:9, NKJV) 

David prays for swift judgment—that before the wicked even feel secure, God’s judgment would 
sweep them away. 

“The righteous shall rejoice when he sees the vengeance; he shall wash his feet in the blood of the 
wicked, so that men will say, ‘Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely He is God who judges 
in the earth.’” (Psalm 58:10–11, NKJV) 

The psalm concludes with the assurance that righteousness will ultimately be vindicated. God’s 
judgment serves not only to punish evil but also to affirm that He rules justly. 

Application: 
Though our New Testament calling is to forgive and pray for our enemies (Romans 12:14–21), it is 
right to long for a day when God’s justice will be fully revealed. True faith trusts that God will set all 
things right. 

Personal Reflections: 

• Injustice is real, and it’s natural to desire for evil to be judged. 

• God sees everything, even when injustice seems unchecked. 

• Leave vengeance to God; do not let it fester in your heart. 

• Pray for a heart of forgiveness and trust that God’s justice will prevail in His time and His 
way. 

“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.” — Romans 12:19 NKJV 

In a world full of corruption and injustice, we are called to stand for righteousness without 
compromising the grace and forgiveness we have received in Christ. 

“Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely He is God who judges in the earth.” (Psalm 58:11, 
NKJV) 

 


