
19-Daily Bible Reading Companion 
Psalms Chapter 49 

 

 
Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982   Copyright © 2025-2026 by 
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved.   Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide 
  This teaching is provided freely to all. 
   It is illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit. 
  “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV) 

1 
 

Psalm 49:1–20 — The Futility of Trusting in Wealth and the Hope of Eternal Redemption 

Introduction: 
Psalm 49 addresses a universal audience with a timeless message. It is not written exclusively for 
Israel, but for all people everywhere—rich and poor, powerful and obscure. Its theme is the futility of 
trusting in wealth and the inevitability of death, contrasted with the hope of redemption for the 
righteous. This wisdom psalm does not offer shallow platitudes; it invites deep reflection on the 
meaning of life, the limitations of riches, and the certainty of our eternal destiny. 

Verses 1–4 

“Hear this, all peoples; 
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 
Both low and high, 
Rich and poor together. 
My mouth shall speak wisdom, 
And the meditation of my heart shall give understanding. 
I will incline my ear to a proverb; 
I will disclose my dark saying on the harp.” 

This is a message for everyone, regardless of status or income. The psalmist announces that he will 
share deep truths—wisdom drawn from divine insight, not human speculation. The phrase “dark 
saying” refers to a mystery—a riddle of life that only God can make clear. 

Application: 
Are you listening? God's Word speaks to all people, but it only benefits those who receive it with 
open hearts. Real understanding begins not with information, but with reverence. Incline your ear to 
God's Word—especially when it challenges popular thinking. 

Verses 5–9 

“Why should I fear in the days of evil, 
When the iniquity at my heels surrounds me? 
Those who trust in their wealth 
And boast in the multitude of their riches, 
None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 
Nor give to God a ransom for him— 
For the redemption of their souls is costly, 
And it shall cease forever— 
That he should continue to live eternally, 
And not see the Pit.” 

The rich often live with the illusion that money solves everything. But when it comes to the soul, 
wealth is useless. The most expensive item in the universe—the redemption of a human soul—
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cannot be purchased with gold, silver, or success. Only the precious blood of Christ can pay that 
price (cf. 1 Peter 1:18–19). 

Application: 
Are you trusting in what you’ve earned, or in the One who gave Himself for you? The value of your 
soul is beyond human currency. No matter how secure you feel in this world, if your soul is not 
redeemed by Christ, you are spiritually bankrupt. Seek the eternal wealth that only God can provide. 

Verses 10–12 

“For he sees wise men die; 
Likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, 
And leave their wealth to others. 
Their inner thought is that their houses will last forever, 
Their dwelling places to all generations; 
They call their lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless man, though in honor, does not remain; 
He is like the beasts that perish.” 

Whether one is wise or foolish, all must face death. The wealthy often delude themselves into 
thinking their possessions or legacy will outlive them, perhaps by naming landmarks after 
themselves. But human honor does not preserve the soul. Without understanding, even the most 
esteemed person dies like an animal—without eternal hope. 

Application: 
Are you building a legacy of faith, or just a name on a building? Don't mistake temporary fame for 
eternal value. Honor in this life is meaningless if it isn't anchored in a relationship with the living 
God. 

Verse 13–14 

“This is the way of those who are foolish, 
And of their posterity who approve their sayings. Selah 
Like sheep they are laid in the grave; 
Death shall feed on them; 
The upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; 
And their beauty shall be consumed in the grave, far from their dwelling.” 

Those who trust in wealth and worldly honor are likened to sheep led to slaughter—they die without 
resistance or awareness of what awaits. But notice the contrast: “the upright shall have dominion in 
the morning.” This hints at the resurrection, when the righteous will be raised to eternal life and rule 
with Christ. 

Application: 
This life is not the end. The grave is not the final word. If you are in Christ, there is a morning coming. 
Live in light of the resurrection—not as one destined for decay, but as one destined for dominion 
with the risen King. 
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Verse 15 

“But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, 
For He shall receive me. Selah” 

Here is the central hope of the psalm: God Himself will redeem. The rich cannot do it. Our efforts 
cannot achieve it. But God can and does. The psalmist expresses confident hope in personal 
resurrection and eternal fellowship with the Lord. 

Application: 
When fear of death creeps in, remember this verse. Redemption is not a vague hope—it is a secured 
promise for all who trust in God. You can say with confidence, “He will receive me.” Not because of 
what you’ve done, but because of who He is. 

Verses 16–17 

“Do not be afraid when one becomes rich, 
When the glory of his house is increased; 
For when he dies he shall carry nothing away; 
His glory shall not descend after him.” 

We are often intimidated or envious of the wealthy. Yet their riches do not travel beyond the grave. At 
death, every man becomes poor in earthly terms. Riches gained apart from God are ultimately 
meaningless. 

Application: 
Don't measure your life by what you possess, but by what possesses you. Does Christ dwell in you? 
Then you are eternally rich, regardless of your bank account. Don't envy the wealthy—invest in what 
can never be lost. 

Verses 18–20 

“Though while he lives he blesses himself 
(For men will praise you when you do well for yourself), 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 
They shall never see light. 
A man who is in honor, yet does not understand, 
Is like the beasts that perish.” 

This closing warning reminds us that earthly praise is fleeting, and self-congratulation is 
hollow in the face of eternity. A man may receive applause now, but without spiritual 
understanding, he will enter eternity without light—lost, like a beast who never knew his Creator. 

Application: 
What are you living for—applause, approval, or eternal light? A man may be dignified in this world, 
but unless he is born from above, he perishes like an animal. Seek understanding—seek the Lord. 
Then your life will not end in darkness, but in glory. 
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Conclusion: Redeemed, Not Rich 

Psalm 49 is a call to wisdom in a world obsessed with wealth, power, and legacy. It reminds us that 
death is the great equalizer, and only those who are redeemed by God will rise to eternal life. The 
soul’s redemption is not something man can buy or earn—it is something God alone provides 
through His mercy. 

“But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He shall receive me.” — Psalm 49:15 
(NKJV) 

That is the hope we cling to—not our net worth, but the precious worth of the One who bought us. 
Let the world chase wealth—we will pursue the Redeemer. 

 


