19-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Psalms Chapter 48

Psalm 48:1-14 — The City of the Great King

Introduction:

Psalm 48 is a song of praise centered on Mount Zion, the historic and prophetic seat of God’s
presence. While the psalm originally celebrated the deliverance and security of Jerusalem, it
prophetically points forward to the Kingdom Age, when Jesus Christ will reign from Jerusalem as the
great King over all the earth. The psalm invites us to behold not only the physical city but the
unshakable reality of God’s eternal rule and our enduring hope.

Verses 1-2

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised
In the city of our God,

In His holy mountain.

Beautiful in elevation,

The joy of the whole earth,

Is Mount Zion on the sides of the north,

The city of the great King.”

The psalm begins with a declaration of God’s greatness—not in the abstract, but in the city of our
God, the place He has chosen to manifest His name. Mount Zion (Jerusalem), elevated
geographically and spiritually, is called “the joy of the whole earth.” This speaks not only of its beauty
but of its destiny. It is “the city of the great King,” a reference that ultimately points to Jesus the
Messiah, who will reign from Zion in the coming age (cf. Zechariah 14:9).

Application:

Do you think of God as “greatly to be praised”? Is your worship proportional to His majesty? And do
you live with anticipation for His reign on earth? Let the greatness of the Lord stir both reverence and
hope in your heart today. The King is coming, and Mount Zion will not be symbolic—it will be His
throne on earth.

Verses 3-6

“God is in her palaces;

He is known as her refuge.

For behold, the kings assembled,

They passed by together.

They saw it, and so they marveled;

They were troubled, they hastened away,.
Fear took hold of them there,

And pain, as of a woman in birth pangs.”

These verses recount a scene of divine defense. Earthly kings, with all their pride and power, come
together to survey Zion, but when they see her, they are undone. God’s presence in Jerusalem is not
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ceremonial—it is real and terrifying to His enemies. They flee, overwhelmed with fear like a woman
in labor—helpless before an unstoppable force.

Application:

The presence of God in your life is not ornamental—it is a shield, a refuge, a power the world cannot
understand or withstand. When you feel outnumbered or overwhelmed, remember: the Lord who
dwells in Zion also dwells in you. Let fear be displaced by faith in the God who fights for His people.

Verse 7

“As when You break the ships of Tarshish
With an east wind.”

The psalm draws a metaphor from maritime disaster: just as ships from distant Tarshish could be
shattered in an instant by a sudden wind from the east, so too can the plans of the powerful be
destroyed by a single act of God. Human strength is no match for God’s sovereignty and power.

Application:

Are you relying on the strength of your own “ships”—plans, resources, or alliances? God can break
them in a moment, not out of cruelty but to redirect our trust to Him alone. Better to let Him be your
strength than to watch your self-made securities splinter in the storm.

Verses 8-9

“As we have heard,

So we have seen

In the city of the Lord of hosts,

In the city of our God:

God will establish it forever. Selah

We have thought, O God, on Your lovingkindness,
In the midst of Your temple.”

These lines blend testimony with experience. What was heard is now seen. God’s faithfulness is not
theory—it is reality. And in the heart of Jerusalem, in His temple, the worshipers reflect on His
lovingkindness—Hlis steadfast, covenant-keeping love.

Application:

Take time to reflect—not just on what you’ve heard about God’s faithfulness, but on what you’ve
seen. His lovingkindness surrounds you more than you know. When was the last time you paused,
not to petition, but to ponder His goodness? Praise often begins with remembering.

Verses 10-11

“According to Your name, O God,

So is Your praise to the ends of the earth;
Your right hand is full of righteousness.
Let Mount Zion rejoice,
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Let the daughters of Judah be glad,
Because of Your judgments.”

The scope of God’s praise matches the scope of His name—it extends to the ends of the earth. His
“right hand” symbolizes action, strength, and justice. His judgments are cause for joy, not fear,
because He rules with righteousness.

Application:

Do you rejoice in the justice of God? His judgments are not harsh—they are holy. The more we
understand His righteousness, the more we will praise Him for it. Let your heart echo the gladness of
Mount Zion. His rule brings joy, not dread, to those who know Him.

Verses 12-14

“Walk about Zion,

And go all around her.

Count her towers;

Mark well her bulwarks;

Consider her palaces;

That you may tell it to the generation following.
For this is God,

Our God forever and ever;

He will be our guide

Even to death.”

The psalm ends with a call to reflection and remembrance. The worshiper is invited to walk around
Zion—to study her defenses, her structures, her splendor—not merely for architectural admiration,
but to testify of God’s greatness to future generations. The psalm ends not on the strength of a city,
but on the faithfulness of a Person: “This is God, our God forever and ever.”

Application:

Pass the testimony on. Let the next generation hear, not just of what God did, but who He is. Walk
the paths of His faithfulness and tell others of His works. And take comfort in the final line: “He will
be our guide even to death.” He does not abandon us in the end. His guidance doesn’t end at the
grave—it continues beyond it.

Conclusion: Our God Forever and Ever

Psalm 48 lifts our eyes from the earthly city to the heavenly hope—from what was to what will be.
Mount Zion is more than a location; it is a symbol of God's unchanging faithfulness and future glory.
As we await the visible reign of Jesus Christ from Jerusalem, we already walk by faith in His
promises.

“For this is God, our God forever and ever; He will be our guide even to death.” — Psalm 48:14 (NKJV)

Unless noted otherwise all Scripture is taken from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 Copyright © 2025-2026 by
By Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Paul Duarte All Rights Reserved Worldwide
This teaching is provided freely to all.

Itis illegal to sell copies or used the material for profit.

“Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8—NKJV)

3



19-Daily Bible Reading Companion
Psalms Chapter 48

No matter what changes in the world, this truth stands firm: God is our God. He will guide us in life,
meet us in death, and bring us into His everlasting kingdom. And that kingdom, centered in
Jerusalem, is not a myth or metaphor—it is the future home of the King.
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