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Psalm 36 presents a sharp contrast between human wickedness and divine faithfulness. David 
begins with a sobering reflection on the nature of sin and its effects on the human heart. But the 
tone shifts dramatically as he turns to meditate on God’s mercy, righteousness, and abundance. In 
this psalm, we move from the darkness of man’s rebellion to the brightness of God’s goodness, and 
then to a humble prayer for continued grace. 

1. The Nature of the Wicked (vv. 1–4) 

“An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: There is no fear of God before 
his eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes, when he finds out his iniquity and when he hates. 
The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; he has ceased to be wise and to do good. He 
devises wickedness on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is not good; he does not abhor evil.” 
(Psalm 36:1–4, NKJV) 

David begins with an internal reflection—a truth that God impressed on his heart. At the root of all 
persistent sin is this tragic truth: “There is no fear of God before his eyes.” Without reverence for 
God, a person becomes blind to their own sin and begins to justify, minimize, or celebrate it. 

This leads to self-deception: “He flatters himself in his own eyes.” Sin is not just about wrong 
actions; it begins in the heart—what we believe about God, and what we believe about ourselves. 

David notes a progression: 

• First, the sinner ceases to do good. 

• Then, he ceases to be wise. 

• Eventually, he actively plots wickedness, even lying awake in bed, imagining new ways to 
pursue it. 

• And finally, he becomes so hardened that he does not hate evil anymore. 

Personal Application: 
Sin doesn’t remain static. If unchecked, it deepens. A loss of the fear of God leads to moral dullness 
and eventually to spiritual blindness. Stay tender before the Lord. Hate evil not because you're trying 
to earn God’s approval, but because you know His holiness and love what's right. 

2. The Character of God (vv. 5–9) 

“Your mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. Your righteousness is 
like the great mountains; Your judgments are a great deep; O Lord, You preserve man and beast.” (vv. 
5–6) 

Having described the brokenness of man, David now lifts his eyes to the majesty of God. The 
contrast is deliberate and dramatic. Where man is corrupt and self-deceived, God is faithful, 
merciful, righteous, and just. 
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God’s attributes are pictured in vivid metaphors: 

• His mercy extends high above us—immeasurable. 

• His faithfulness reaches beyond what we can see—limitless. 

• His righteousness is unmoving and dependable—like mighty mountains. 

• His judgments are unsearchable—like the depths of the ocean. 

“How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of Your wings.” (v. 7) 

David doesn’t just observe God’s greatness—he delights in it. God’s lovingkindness (Hebrew: hesed) 
refers to His steadfast covenant love. It is not earned by works, nor is it revoked by failure. It invites 
people to trust and find refuge, as a chick hides under the protective wings of its mother. 

“They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, and You give them drink from the river 
of Your pleasures.” (v. 8) 

This is a stunning promise. God doesn’t merely rescue—He satisfies. He invites His people into the 
abundance of His presence. He doesn't ration joy. He overflows with it. 

“For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.” (v. 9) 

God is both the source of life and the source of understanding. Apart from Him, we remain spiritually 
dead and morally blind. But in His presence, life and clarity flourish. 

Personal Application: 
Take time to meditate on God's character. His mercy is higher than the heavens. His righteousness is 
like a mountain you can lean on. His judgments, though deep, are good. Let this drive you to seek 
shelter under His wings and to drink deeply from the river of His delights. 

3. A Prayer for Ongoing Mercy and Protection (vv. 10–12) 

“Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, and Your righteousness to the upright in 
heart.” (v. 10) 

David acknowledges his dependence on God’s continual mercy. This is not a request based on 
merit. It’s the ongoing need of someone who knows the Lord. God's love isn’t a one-time gift—it’s 
something we rely on daily. 

“Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked drive me away.” 
(v. 11) 

David asks for protection, not only from overt wickedness but from the subtle threat of pride—a sin 
that can trip even the righteous. He doesn’t fear just external enemies but internal corruption. 

“There the workers of iniquity have fallen; they have been cast down and are not able to rise.” 
(v. 12) 
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The closing verse anticipates God’s judgment. The wicked—those who refuse to fear God and resist 
His ways—will fall. Their collapse will be irreversible. Not because David wishes harm on others, but 
because he knows that unrepentant rebellion leads to destruction. 

Personal Application: 
We need God’s mercy daily. We are never so mature that we don’t need His lovingkindness or so 
strong that pride can’t trip us. Stay humble, stay watchful, and continue to ask the Lord to keep you 
close to Him and far from the influence of the wicked. 

Summary: Contrasts That Call Us to Trust 

Psalm 36 invites us to reflect on the contrast between: 

• The godlessness of the wicked and the glory of God 

• The futility of self-flattery and the security of God’s faithfulness 

• The emptiness of evil pursuits and the abundance of God's house 

The wicked plot, flatter themselves, and ignore God. But the righteous—those who know the Lord—
trust in His mercy, dwell in His house, drink from His river, and walk in His light. 

“For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.” (Psalm 36:9, NKJV) 

Let this verse guide your life. Look to the Lord as your fountain, your light, and your source of all that 
is good. Trust Him not only to rescue you from evil but to satisfy you with Himself. 


