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Psalm 29 is a psalm of David that calls us to recognize and respond to the awesome majesty of 
God’s presence, particularly through the imagery of His voice in nature. This psalm is not merely a 
poetic description of a storm; it is a summons to worship, rooted in the recognition of who God is 
and what He does. 

"Give unto the Lord, O you mighty ones, give unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the 
glory due to His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness." 
(Psalm 29:1–2, NKJV) 

David begins by addressing “the mighty ones” — likely referring to angelic beings, or possibly 
powerful rulers on earth. Either way, the call is universal: all who have power or position are to 
ascribe or “give” to the Lord the glory that is His due. Of course, we don’t add glory to God; rather, we 
acknowledge it. His name — His character, His authority, His reputation — deserves reverence. True 
worship flows not from routine, but from recognizing His holiness and responding with awe and 
submission. 

Worship is not meant to be casual or man-centered; it is to be done “in the beauty of holiness.” That 
means our hearts should be aligned with the purity and majesty of the One we’re approaching. 

The Voice of the Lord in the Storm 

Beginning in verse 3, David uses the imagery of a powerful storm moving across the land to describe 
the majesty of God's voice: 

"The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is over many waters." (v. 
3) 

The phrase “voice of the Lord” appears seven times in this psalm. In Hebrew poetry, repetition 
emphasizes importance and builds intensity. Here, the storm begins over the sea—powerful and 
untamable—and God’s voice is likened to thunder. He is not only over the waters, He rules over 
them. This echoes back to Genesis 1, where the Spirit of God hovered over the waters, and creation 
began with God's spoken word. His voice still carries authority. 

"The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty." (v. 4) 

David draws our attention to the sheer power and splendor of God’s voice. This is not a whisper — it 
is a thunderous, commanding presence. His Word shakes creation. His decrees cannot be resisted. 

"The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars, yes, the Lord splinters the cedars of Lebanon." (v. 5) 

The cedars of Lebanon were known for their size, strength, and durability. But God's voice shatters 
even these. That which man considers unmovable is no match for God’s command. He can humble 
the proud and reduce the mighty. 

"He makes them also skip like a calf, Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox." (v. 6) 
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The imagery intensifies. The mountains themselves, represented by Lebanon and Mount Sirion 
(another name for Mount Hermon), are shaken and tossed about like playful animals. What a picture 
of divine sovereignty over creation! God is not subject to the world’s natural forces; creation 
trembles at His voice. 

"The voice of the Lord divides the flames of fire." (v. 7) 
"The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh." (v. 8) 
"The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth, and strips the forests bare; and in His temple 
everyone says, 'Glory!'" (v. 9) 

Here we see His voice compared to lightning and earthquake — forces that illuminate, disturb, and 
penetrate the most hidden places. Yet even in the intimacy of birth, God’s voice is present. From the 
wilderness to the womb, there is no place His presence does not reach. 

The conclusion of all this power? Worship. “In His temple everyone says, ‘Glory!’” When the people 
of God, and the heavenly hosts, behold His power and purity, the only appropriate response is 
worship. 

"The Lord sat enthroned at the Flood, and the Lord sits as King forever." (v. 10) 

David reminds us that God is not a passing storm—He is enthroned above the storm. He reigned 
over the flood in Noah’s day, and He reigns still. Circumstances change, but the Lord’s rule is 
unshakable. While the flood represents judgment, the throne represents sovereignty. He is King 
forever—not just over nature, but over time, nations, and history. 

"The Lord will give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace." (v. 11) 

After all the awe-inspiring imagery of storms and power, the psalm closes with tenderness: strength 
and peace. God, who rules over all, delights in giving strength to the weak and peace to the anxious. 
His power is not distant or threatening to those who belong to Him — it is protective and sustaining. 

Personal Application 

1. Give God the Glory He Deserves – Our worship must rise from a clear view of who God is. He 
is not to be approached casually or conveniently, but reverently, in “the beauty of holiness.” 
Worship is about giving God what is due His name. 

2. Remember the Power of His Voice – Just as His voice brought creation into being, His voice 
can calm your storm or shake the earth beneath you. He speaks through His Word, and His 
Word still carries the same power to convict, to comfort, and to transform. 

3. Trust His Sovereignty – Even when the storms of life rage, remember that the Lord sits as King 
over the flood. He is not panicked by your situation. He rules with perfect wisdom and 
complete authority. 

4. Rest in His Promises – God’s people are not left to fend for themselves. He promises to give 
strength and bless with peace. That’s what we need most—supernatural strength to 
persevere and peace that steadies us when life becomes chaotic. 
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“The Lord will give strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace.” 
(Psalm 29:11, NKJV) 

Let that promise anchor your heart today. The One who thunders over the waters is the same One 
who holds you in His hand. Worship Him in awe. Walk with Him in confidence. Wait on Him in peace. 

 


