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Psalm 27 is a declaration of unshakable trust in the Lord. David faces the reality of enemies, danger, 
and false accusations, yet he chooses confidence over fear, worship over worry, and waiting over 
panic. This psalm flows from a heart rooted in relationship with the living God—a heart that knows 
where safety, strength, and ultimate hope are found. 

1. Confidence in the Lord’s Protection (v. 1) 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; Of 
whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1, NKJV) 

David begins with bold assurance. God is his light—the One who gives understanding in darkness. 
He is his salvation—deliverance from both spiritual and physical danger. And He is the strength of 
David’s life—the One who sustains and upholds him. 

This verse isn’t just poetic—it’s deeply personal. David doesn’t say the Lord is a light or some 
strength. He says, “The Lord is my light… my salvation… my strength.” 

Personal Application: 
If God is your light, your salvation, and your strength, what is there to fear? The fear of man, of death, 
of disaster—these fade in the light of God’s presence and power. Do you know Him in this way? 

2. Victory Over Fear (vv. 2–3) 

“When the wicked came against me to eat up my flesh, My enemies and foes, they stumbled and 
fell. Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against 
me, In this I will be confident.” (Psalm 27:2–3, NKJV) 

David had real enemies—people intent on destroying him. Yet he recalls how God has been faithful 
in the past. The enemies came, but they stumbled and fell. That past faithfulness gives him present 
confidence. 

Even if an army surrounds him, even if war breaks out, he chooses not to fear. 

Personal Application: 
Faith doesn’t deny danger—it overcomes it. What gives you courage in a fearful world? Is it your 
preparation? Your resources? Or your God? 

3. A Singular Pursuit (vv. 4–5) 

“One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord All the 
days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His temple.” (Psalm 27:4, NKJV) 

David shifts from military metaphors to personal devotion. In the face of danger, he doesn’t long for 
a weapon—he longs for worship. He desires one thing: to dwell in God’s presence, to behold His 
beauty, and to inquire of Him. 

“For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He 
shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.” (Psalm 27:5, NKJV) 
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God is not only a refuge; He is a resting place. David finds comfort, security, and elevation—“high 
upon a rock.” The Lord Himself is his hiding place. 

Application: 
There’s a lot of fear in the world today—fear of war, economic collapse, or for some, even going 
through the Tribulation. Some respond by building bunkers, storing food, and preparing survival 
plans. While prudence has its place, our ultimate safety is not in a shelter made with hands—but in 
the shelter of the Most High. 

You don’t need to dig a hole in the desert. You need to abide in the presence of the Lord. “The Lord is 
my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” 

4. A Life of Worship and Dependence (vv. 6–8) 

“And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices 
of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord.” (Psalm 27:6, NKJV) 

David doesn’t just survive his trials—he worships through them. He lifts his voice in praise, offering 
what the New Testament calls “the sacrifice of praise”—the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 
name (Hebrews 13:15). 

“Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When You said, 
‘Seek My face,’ My heart said to You, ‘Your face, Lord, I will seek.’” (Psalm 27:7–8, NKJV) 

God’s invitation is simple: “Seek My face.” David’s response is immediate and wholehearted: “Your 
face, Lord, I will seek.” That’s the heart of worship—seeking not just God’s hand, but His face. 

Personal Application: 
God is not hiding. He’s calling. Are we responding with that same urgency and devotion David 
expressed? When God says “Seek Me,” how quickly do we say, “Here I am, Lord”? 

5. A Cry for Guidance and Help (vv. 9–13) 

“Do not hide Your face from me; Do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my help; Do 
not leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation.” (Psalm 27:9, NKJV) 

David knows what it feels like to fear abandonment. He pleads with God, not out of doubt, but out of 
deep dependence. Even if father and mother were to forsake him, he says, “Then the Lord will take 
care of me.” (v. 10) 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord, And lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies.” (v. 11) 

This is a humble prayer. David doesn’t ask God to remove the enemies—he asks to be led in the right 
path through them. 

“I would have lost heart, unless I had believed That I would see the goodness of the Lord In the land 
of the living.” (v. 13) 

This verse captures a powerful truth. What sustained David was not wishful thinking, but confident 
faith. He believed he would see God’s goodness—not just in eternity, but in the land of the living. 
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Personal Application: 
Sometimes, the only thing that keeps us from giving up is the belief that God is still good—and that 
we will see that goodness again. Don’t lose heart. Believe in His promises, and let that belief give 
you strength. 

6. A Final Word of Encouragement (v. 14) 

“Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord!” 
(Psalm 27:14, NKJV) 

David closes with a charge not just for himself, but for all who read this psalm. “Wait on the Lord.” 
Waiting is not inactivity—it is patient, expectant trust. And those who wait will receive strength—not 
from within, but from the Lord Himself. 

Final Application: 
Are you weary? Anxious? Surrounded by uncertainty? 
Then hear David’s counsel: “Wait on the Lord. Be of good courage.” God sees, God knows, and God 
strengthens the hearts of those who wait for Him. 

Conclusion 

Psalm 27 is a declaration of confidence in God’s presence, protection, and goodness—even in the 
face of fear. David doesn’t deny danger—but he exalts the One who is greater than every threat. His 
trust is not rooted in his circumstances, but in the unchanging character of the Lord. 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Psalm 27:1, NKJV) 
“Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart.” (Psalm 27:14, NKJV) 

 


