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A Psalm of David 

Psalm 23 is one of the most beloved and well-known passages in all of Scripture. Often read at 
funerals and quoted in times of trial, this psalm speaks not only to our deepest needs but to the 
confidence and security that come from knowing the Lord personally. David, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, presents God in three distinct roles: as a Shepherd, a Guide, and a Host—each one 
expressing God’s intimate care for His people. 

1. The Lord as Our Shepherd (vv. 1–3) 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1, NKJV) 

David opens with a personal declaration—“The Lord is my shepherd.” This isn’t theoretical or 
distant; it’s intimate and experiential. To say “my shepherd” is to declare dependency and trust. In 
ancient Israel, shepherds lived with their sheep, protected them from harm, and led them to 
nourishment. David, who himself had once been a shepherd, knew the kind of attention and 
commitment this role demanded. 

“I shall not want.” 

Because the Lord is our Shepherd, we lack nothing essential. Not because we have everything we 
want, but because He provides everything we need—physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

“He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my 
soul.” (vv. 2–3a) 

God knows when we need to rest and where to find nourishment. Sheep only lie down when they 
feel safe and satisfied. Our Good Shepherd leads us into places of peace, not chaos. The “still 
waters” speak of refreshment—He calms the troubled heart. And when we are worn out or burdened 
with guilt, “He restores my soul.” Only God can revive what is spiritually dry or broken within us. 

2. The Lord as Our Guide (vv. 3b–4) 

“He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” (v. 3b) 

The Shepherd does not drive us from behind; He leads us. And His leading is always along the path 
of righteousness—right paths, straight paths. He does this not just for our benefit, but for His name’s 
sake—that His character and reputation might be displayed through our lives. 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me.” 
(v. 4a) 

Life’s path eventually winds through dark valleys. The “valley of the shadow of death” represents 
life’s most fearful and uncertain moments—including physical death. But notice: it’s a shadow, not 
the real thing for the believer. A shadow can’t harm you when you walk in the light of God’s presence. 
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The key to fearlessness here isn’t the absence of danger—but the presence of God. “For You are with 
me.” He doesn’t send us into the valley; He walks with us through it. The faithful presence of our 
Shepherd removes the sting of fear, even in death. 

“Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.” (v. 4b) 

The rod was a weapon for protection; the staff a tool for correction and guidance. Both are symbols 
of God’s authority and care. We are comforted knowing that God will both defend us and discipline 
us for our good. 

3. The Lord as Our Gracious Host (vv. 5–6) 

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
runs over.” (v. 5) 

Now David shifts the metaphor. No longer a sheep following a shepherd, he becomes a guest 
welcomed at a banquet hosted by the Lord Himself. Even with enemies nearby, God provides 
abundance, safety, and honor. 

In ancient times, a gracious host would anoint a guest’s head with fragrant oil—an act of 
refreshment and celebration. David says, “my cup runs over”—a picture of abundance that goes 
beyond sufficiency. God doesn’t merely meet our needs; He blesses us to the point of overflow. 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.” (v. 6) 

God’s goodness and mercy don’t just appear from time to time—they follow us, pursue us, and 
surround us every day of our lives. And when life’s journey ends, the believer doesn’t fade into 
darkness—we enter into eternal fellowship: “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

This isn’t wishful thinking. This is a settled confidence rooted in the unchanging faithfulness of God. 
Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions… I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). If 
this present, fallen world, created in six days, holds such beauty—imagine what the Lord has been 
preparing for over 2,000 years. Eternity with Him will surpass anything our minds can now imagine. 

Personal Application 

Psalm 23 reminds us that life is not random. We are not wandering through this world alone. If you 
know the Lord, He is your Shepherd—providing, guiding, protecting, and preparing you for eternity. 
He has walked the path before you and promises to walk it with you. Even in death, you are not 
abandoned. His rod and staff remain with you. 

Ask yourself: 

• Do I trust the Lord as my Shepherd, or am I still trying to lead my own way? 
• Do I rest in His provision, or am I anxious for what I think I lack? 
• Do I know the peace that comes from His presence—even in the valley? 
• Is my life marked by an overflow of His joy and goodness? 
• Am I confident in the hope of dwelling in His house forever? 
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If not, Psalm 23 offers more than comfort—it offers an invitation. The Shepherd calls His sheep by 
name. Hear His voice, follow Him, and you’ll find rest for your soul now, and joy forevermore in His 
eternal presence. 


