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Psalm 15 - Who May Dwell with God?

Psalm 15:1 (NKJV)
“LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle?
Who may dwell in Your holy hill?”

This psalm opens with a profound question—one that every serious believer should ask: Who is truly
fit to live in fellowship with God? David frames the question in terms of tabernacle and holy hill,
referring first to the temporary place of worship (the tabernacle) and then to the future permanent
place of God’s rule and reign (Mount Zion). This twofold imagery points not only to communion with
God now but also to eternal dwelling in His presence.

We must understand: David is not describing the means by which we earn salvation. Scripture is
clear—no one enters God's kingdom by their own works (see John 3:3; Ephesians 2:8-9). Rather,
Psalm 15 outlines the character of those whose lives have been changed by God’s grace. Just as a
healthy tree produces fruit, so a life touched by God bears the marks described in this psalm.

This is not a checklist to achieve salvation, but a mirror to reflect whether we are truly walking in
step with God. If we claim to know Him, these qualities will increasingly describe us.

1. A Life of Integrity and Truth

Psalm 15:2 (NKJV)

“He who walks uprightly,

And works righteousness,

And speaks the truth in his heart;”

Three qualities are highlighted here:

e Walks uprightly — This speaks of integrity. It means living a life that is consistent—who you
are in private is who you are in public. The word “uprightly” literally means “whole” or
“blameless”—not sinless perfection, but moral sincerity.

e Works righteousness — The righteous person not only avoids evil but actively pursues what
is good, just, and pleasing to God. It's not about grand gestures, but daily faithfulness in the
small things.

e Speaks the truth in his heart - Truth is not merely what we say, but what we treasure
inwardly. This is about honesty that starts from within—free from deception, manipulation,
or hypocrisy. It’s about alignment between what we believe, say, and do.

Personal Application:

Ask yourself, “Am | the same person when no one is watching? Do | speak truthfully from the heart,
or only when it benefits me?” The closer we draw to God, the more these qualities will be formed in
us.
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2. ATongue That Heals, Not Harms

Psalm 15:3 (NKJV)

“He who does not backbite with his tongue,

Nor does evil to his neighbor,

Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;”

The righteous man knows the power of words. Three negative actions are listed here:
¢ No backbiting - He refuses to gossip or speak maliciously behind someone’s back.

e Does no evil to his neighbor — He doesn’t exploit, manipulate, or harm others. His love is
practical and protective.

o Doesn’t take up areproach - He doesn’t spread accusations or slander, especially against
those close to him. Even when wronged, he chooses restraint and grace over retaliation.

Personal Application:
Our words can either build up or tear down. Ask God to help you guard your tongue. Are you the kind
of person others feel safe around? Would you be known as a peacemaker, or a source of division?

3. A Heart that Honors God and Keeps Its Word

Psalm 15:4 (NKJV)

“In whose eyes a vile person is despised,

But he honors those who fear the LORD;

He who swears to his own hurt and does not change;”

This verse speaks of moral clarity and commitment:

e Despises avile person—-Notin hatred, but in discernment. The righteous don’t applaud or
imitate ungodliness. They don’t glamorize wickedness, no matter how popular or powerful
the individual may be.

¢ Honors those who fear the LORD - They openly respect and align with others who love God,
regardless of social status. Faithfulness matters more than fame.

o Keeps promises even when it costs — Integrity shows up when keeping your word becomes
difficult or expensive. The person who follows God doesn't break their word when
circumstances change. They value faithfulness over financial or personal gain.

Personal Application:

Have you made promises you haven’t kept? Do you admire those who fear God, or do you find
yourself gravitating toward worldly figures? A heart that fears the Lord will seek alignment with those
who do the same, and will hold fast to integrity even when it hurts.
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4. A Steward Who Refuses Exploitation and Injustice

Psalm 15:5 (NKJV)

“He who does not put out his money at usury,
Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never be moved.”

The righteous man’s financial dealings reflect his reverence for God:

¢ Does not lend with usury — Under the Law (see Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:35-37), Israelites
were forbidden to charge interest to their fellow countrymen. The principle here isn’t about
interest in general, but about exploiting the vulnerable for profit. He helps those in need
without seeking to benefit from their misfortune.

o Does not take bribes — He cannot be bought. He refuses to participate in injustice, even
when it’s profitable or socially acceptable.

o Never moved - The psalm closes with this promise: the person who lives this kind of life has
stability. He stands firm in an unstable world, because his foundation is the Lord.

Personal Application:

How do you handle money? Are your financial decisions guided by compassion and justice? Would
you choose righteousness over gain if it came to that? These things reveal much about where your
treasure—and your trust—truly lies.

Conclusion: The Dwelling Place of the Righteous

Psalm 15 isn’t a checklist for salvation, but a portrait of what salvation looks like when it takes root in
a life. Only those made new by God’s grace can walk this path, and even then, only by depending on
His strength.

We must be born again (John 3:3), but the new birth doesn’t end with a decision—it begins a lifelong
transformation. A transformed heart produces a life that reflects God’s character. These qualities do
not save us, but they are the evidence that God is present and working in us.

“He who does these things shall never be moved.”
This is the stability the world cannot give and the assurance the Lord offers to those who walk with
Him.
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