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Psalm 14:1–7 – God’s Diagnosis of a Godless World and the Hope of His People 

Psalm 14:1 (NKJV) 
“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ 
They are corrupt, 
They have done abominable works, 
There is none who does good.” 

This psalm begins with a sobering declaration: the denial of God originates in the heart, not the 
intellect. The “fool” here is not lacking intelligence, but moral wisdom—his heart has become 
darkened through willful rejection. Saying "There is no God" is not always vocalized; it can be lived 
out through a life that disregards God, His Word, and His ways. 

To deny God's existence—or to live as though He doesn't matter—is the height of folly. It's not just an 
intellectual stance; it is a deeply moral and spiritual one. This rejection inevitably leads to corruption 
and abominable actions. As the heart turns from God, behavior follows. 

Personal Application: 
It is easy to look at society and shake our heads at those who live godlessly, but the challenge of this 
verse is personal. We must examine our own hearts: do we truly live each day in the awareness that 
God sees, hears, and cares? Or do we drift into practical atheism, saying we believe in God while 
living as if He were distant or uninvolved? 

Psalm 14:2–3 (NKJV) 
“The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 
They have all turned aside, 
They have together become corrupt; 
There is none who does good, 
No, not one.” 

Here, we are given God’s viewpoint—a divine audit of the human race. His gaze penetrates every 
heart. The verdict? No one naturally seeks God. No one lives rightly before Him apart from His help. 
This statement isn’t about momentary failure, but about the universal tendency of fallen humanity to 
veer away from their Creator. 

These verses are echoed in Romans 3, where the apostle Paul uses them to demonstrate that all are 
under sin, both Jew and Gentile. However, Paul uses this truth not to suggest an inability to respond 
to God, but to affirm that no one can claim moral superiority or self-righteousness before God. The 
condition is universal—none are born good or righteous by their own nature. 

Personal Application: 
Before we come to faith, we must come to terms with the reality of our need. Pride resists this 
diagnosis, but humility accepts it. When we understand the depth of our brokenness, we are in a 
position to cry out for God's mercy and receive His transforming grace. Even after coming to faith, 
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this passage reminds us that goodness in us is not from ourselves—it is the outworking of God’s 
Spirit in a surrendered life. 

Psalm 14:4 (NKJV) 
“Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
And do not call on the LORD?” 

The psalmist is bewildered by the godless who oppress God’s people. To “eat up” His people is a 
metaphor for exploitation and violence. These workers of iniquity live without reference to God, 
showing no fear of Him. They “do not call on the LORD”—they have no relationship, no reverence, no 
desire to seek Him. 

Their lack of knowledge is not because it wasn’t available, but because it was dismissed. Ignorance 
here is chosen, not accidental. They have rejected truth for lies and prefer injustice over 
righteousness. 

Personal Application: 
We are reminded here that godlessness often leads to injustice. When people reject the authority of 
God, they eventually disregard the value of others. But God sees. When you suffer unjustly, know 
that He has not missed it. Your calling is to continue seeking Him and praying for those who 
persecute you, remembering that judgment belongs to the Lord. 

Psalm 14:5 (NKJV) 
“There they are in great fear, 
For God is with the generation of the righteous.” 

Those who once seemed fearless in their defiance of God will one day be gripped by terror. The 
judgment of God, when it comes, will expose every false confidence. The psalmist draws a contrast 
here—the wicked may appear powerful now, but God is with the righteous. His presence is their 
security. 

This is not righteousness attained by personal effort or moral superiority, but righteousness that 
comes from walking humbly with God and trusting in Him. 

Personal Application: 
Fear can grip our hearts when we see evil triumph for a time. But Psalm 14 reminds us to take 
heart—God is with His people. We are not alone, even when outnumbered. Stand firm in your faith. 
God's presence is your refuge now, and His justice will be revealed in time. 

Psalm 14:6 (NKJV) 
“You shame the counsel of the poor, 
But the LORD is his refuge.” 

Here we see the arrogance of the ungodly—they mock the faith of the humble. The “counsel of the 
poor” refers to their dependence on the Lord. But while others shame them for trusting in God, the 
Lord honors their faith. He becomes their refuge—a safe haven that no earthly power can penetrate. 
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Personal Application: 
Maybe others have ridiculed your trust in God. Maybe you've been looked down on for living a life of 
faith. Don’t be discouraged. God sees. What the world considers weakness—reliance on God—is, in 
fact, your greatest strength. Let Him be your refuge and your reward. 

Psalm 14:7 (NKJV) 
“Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of Zion! 
When the LORD brings back the captivity of His people, 
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.” 

The psalm ends with a cry of hope—a longing for salvation to come from Zion1, the place of God's 
presence. This prayer looks forward to a future day of deliverance and restoration. Ultimately, this 
finds its fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah, who came from Zion (i.e., Bethlehem—the city where King 
David was born) and offers salvation not just to Israel, but to all who believe. 

The return from captivity here is both literal (as seen in Israel’s history) and prophetic, anticipating a 
time of ultimate redemption when the Lord will make all things right. 

Personal Application: 
We live in a world where evil seems to prosper, and faith can be mocked—but our eyes are on Zion. 
Our hope is not in political systems or human reform, but in the Lord’s salvation. Jesus came once to 
bring spiritual deliverance, and He will come again to bring full restoration. Until then, we live with 
expectancy, joy, and endurance—knowing that the One who promised is faithful. 

Final Thoughts: 

Psalm 14 gives us an unfiltered view of humanity’s natural condition, but it does not leave us in 
despair. It ends with a cry for redemption and the assurance that God is with His people. It calls us 
to humility, trust, and hope—not because of who we are, but because of who He is. 

“The LORD is his refuge.” 
Let that be your banner and your peace today. 

 
1 Zion—The meaning of the word is most likely "fortress," and the word refers to (1) the city of Jerusalem, the City of David 
(2Samuel 5:7); (2) the Temple Mount or Temple (Psalms 9:11) 


