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“I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.”—Psalm 138:1 
(NKJV) 

David opens this psalm with bold and wholehearted praise. He doesn’t offer it quietly or 
halfheartedly. Instead, he declares his worship openly—even in the presence of false gods and 
rulers. This is a psalm of public confidence in the true and living God, who is unlike any other. 

Worship Rooted in God's Character (vv. 1–2) 

“I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your lovingkindness and Your truth; 
for You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” 

David focuses his worship on two key aspects of God’s character: His lovingkindness (steadfast 
love) and His truth (faithfulness). These are not vague religious ideas; they’re the foundation of our 
trust in Him. And then David makes a stunning declaration: God has exalted His Word even above 
His name. 

God’s name is holy and majestic—so revered in ancient Israel that the people would not even speak 
it aloud. Yet here, Scripture tells us that God has elevated His Word above even that sacred name. 
Why? Because His Word is the very revelation of His nature, His promises, and His purposes. 

Personal Application: 
In a world full of uncertainty and changing values, God's Word remains unshakable. If God Himself 
honors His Word above His name, how much more should we treasure, trust, and obey it? Let it 
shape your beliefs, correct your path, and renew your mind. Make space each day not only to read 
the Word but to respond to it. 

Answered Prayer and Renewed Strength (v. 3) 

“In the day when I cried out, You answered me, and made me bold with strength in my soul.” 

David reflects on a personal experience: when he cried out to God, he wasn’t met with silence—he 
was met with strength. God didn't always remove the trouble immediately, but He empowered David 
from the inside out. 

Personal Application: 
Have you ever felt overwhelmed and simply cried out to God? He may not change the circumstance 
instantly, but He often gives what we need most—inner strength to endure, wisdom to respond, and 
peace that passes understanding. Don’t underestimate the power of simply calling on Him. 

A Future Vision of Praise (vv. 4–5) 

“All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, when they hear the words of Your mouth.” 

This is a prophetic glimpse of a coming day when even the rulers of the earth will recognize the 
authority of God’s Word and glorify Him. While this isn't fully realized yet, it points us to a hopeful 
future where truth is no longer ignored, but exalted. 
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Personal Application: 
You may feel like truth is mocked in our world today. But keep honoring God's Word. Live it, speak it, 
and trust that it will accomplish what God intends. There is coming a day when every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord—not by force, but by undeniable truth. 

God’s Greatness and His Grace (v. 6) 

“Though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly; but the proud He knows from afar.” 

God is exalted above all, yet He is not distant from the humble. He draws near to the lowly in spirit—
but pride creates distance. God doesn't reject the proud out of cruelty, but because pride builds a 
wall that refuses His help. 

Personal Application: 
Do you want to draw near to God? Come humbly. Admit your need. Pride resists God’s hand; 
humility receives His grace. The Lord sees your struggles and is close to the heart that depends on 
Him. 

God’s Protection and Purpose (vv. 7–8) 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me… The LORD will perfect that which 
concerns me; Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever; Do not forsake the work of Your hands.” 

Even in the middle of trouble, David is confident: God will revive him, defend him, and complete the 
work He began. That phrase, “perfect that which concerns me,” is filled with hope. It means God 
finishes what He starts. He’s not careless or forgetful. He sees you, He knows your concerns, and He 
is committed to your growth. 

Personal Application: 
What concerns weigh on your heart today? What areas of your life feel incomplete or uncertain? 
Trust this promise: The Lord will finish what He began in you. He is not finished with you. You are still 
being shaped, still being refined, still being strengthened. And His mercy endures—not just for a 
moment, but forever. 

Prayer: 

Father, thank You for Your mercy that never ends and for Your Word that never fails. Help me to trust 
You with my whole heart and to walk humbly in Your truth. When I am weak, strengthen me. When I 
am proud, bring me low. Perfect the things that concern me, and keep shaping my life according to 
Your purpose. I am the work of Your hands—please don’t let go. In Jesus' name, Amen. 


