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Psalm 114:1–8 – God's Presence That Shakes the Earth 

This brief but powerful psalm recounts Israel’s dramatic deliverance from Egypt and celebrates 
God’s overwhelming power and presence that transforms the natural world and the hearts of His 
people. 

When Israel went out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
Judah became His sanctuary, 
And Israel His dominion. 
— Psalm 114:1–2 (NKJV) 

The psalm opens with a reminder of the Exodus—a foundational moment when God set His people 
free from bondage. But it wasn’t just about leaving Egypt; it was about becoming God’s set-apart 
people. Judah became His sanctuary, a place where His presence dwelled, and Israel became the 
realm over which He reigned. 

Personal application: 
If you’re in Christ, God has delivered you too—from the bondage of sin and into a new identity as His 
own. You are not just saved from something; you are saved for something—to become a dwelling 
place for God, to be ruled and led by Him in your daily life. 

The sea saw it and fled; 
Jordan turned back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, 
The little hills like lambs. 
— Psalm 114:3–4 (NKJV) 

The psalm poetically recalls how the Red Sea parted when Israel left Egypt and how the Jordan River 
stopped flowing when they entered the Promised Land. Even the mountains and hills trembled and 
shifted—likely referring to the earthquakes and the dramatic natural events Israel experienced. 

Personal application: 
God’s presence has the power to shake and shift even the most unmovable obstacles. When He 
leads you, rivers part and mountains move—not always literally, but certainly spiritually. What 
stands in your way today? The same God who moved the seas and halted the rivers walks with you. 

What ails you, O sea, that you fled? 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
O mountains, that you skipped like rams? 
O little hills, like lambs? 
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the God of Jacob. 
— Psalm 114:5–7 (NKJV) 
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These rhetorical questions highlight the power and majesty of God. The psalmist isn’t really asking 
the sea or the mountains for an explanation—it’s a poetic way of expressing awe. The created world 
responds to the Creator with trembling and obedience. 

Personal application: 
God's presence is not just comforting; it's powerful. It demands a reverent response. As believers, 
we sometimes treat His nearness casually, but this psalm reminds us to approach God with holy 
fear and deep respect. His presence changes everything. 

Who turned the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint into a fountain of waters. 
— Psalm 114:8 (NKJV) 

This final verse refers to God’s miraculous provision in the wilderness when He brought water from a 
rock to sustain His people. It’s a picture of transformation—hard, dry stone becomes a source of life. 

Personal application: 
God still brings water from hard places. In seasons of spiritual dryness, emotional fatigue, or 
physical lack, He can bring refreshment in unexpected ways. When you feel worn out or hardened by 
circumstances, remember: God can bring life from even the flintiest places of your heart. 

Final Reflection: 

Psalm 114 is not just a historical celebration; it's a reminder of what God still does. He delivers. He 
leads. He transforms. And He is present—so present that the earth itself trembles in awe. 

So, let us live as people who both rejoice in His deliverance and reverence His presence. The same 
God who turned the sea into dry land and the rock into water is still at work in our lives today. 

“From the rising of the sun to its going down, 
The Lord’s name is to be praised.” 
— Psalm 113:3 

Let your life echo that praise—morning, noon, and night. 


