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Psalm 11 – Faith in the Face of Fear 

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David. 

Psalm 11 is a powerful declaration of unshakable trust in God during times of moral decay and 
personal threat. Written by David, likely during a season when his life or leadership was under 
pressure, this psalm contrasts the fear of man with the fear of the Lord. In a culture where 
foundations are crumbling, David chooses to stand firm—not in politics, not in power, but in the 
presence and justice of God. 

Psalm 11:1 (NKJV) 

“In the LORD I put my trust; 
How can you say to my soul, 
‘Flee as a bird to your mountain’?” 

David begins with a bold affirmation: his trust is in the Lord. This is not a vague optimism—it’s a 
deliberate rejection of fear-based advice. Others may suggest he run for safety, but David’s heart is 
anchored. His soul doesn’t need to flee when his faith is fixed. 

Personal Application: 
There will always be voices—internal and external—that tell you to run, hide, or retreat in fear. But 
when your trust is in the Lord, you don’t have to live in panic. You don’t need to flee emotionally, 
mentally, or spiritually. You can stand firm, because God has not abandoned His throne. 

Psalm 11:2–3 (NKJV) 

“For look! The wicked bend their bow, 
They make ready their arrow on the string, 
That they may shoot secretly at the upright in heart. 
If the foundations are destroyed, 
What can the righteous do?” 

David acknowledges the reality of evil. The wicked are not idle—they’re scheming, weaponizing lies 
and slander to attack those who walk in integrity. Their arrows are aimed in secret, highlighting the 
subtlety and stealth of evil. 

Then comes the critical question: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” It’s 
not a rhetorical sigh of defeat, but a sober reflection. When the moral, spiritual, and societal 
foundations collapse, what are God’s people supposed to do? 

Personal Application: 
We live in times when the foundational truths of God’s Word, morality, and even basic justice are 
being dismantled. The temptation is to despair or retreat. But Psalm 11 doesn’t leave us there—it 
points us to the answer: the righteous can still trust in the One who is unshaken. 
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Psalm 11:4 (NKJV) 

“The LORD is in His holy temple, 
The LORD’s throne is in heaven; 
His eyes behold, 
His eyelids test the sons of men.” 

Here’s David’s anchor: God is still on the throne. While the wicked plot in secret, the Lord sees 
openly. He is not detached. He is not distant. His throne is in heaven, and His gaze pierces the 
hearts of all. “His eyelids test” speaks to close, deliberate scrutiny. God examines motives, not just 
actions. 

Personal Application: 
When everything on earth feels unstable, remember where God is—on His throne. He hasn’t 
abdicated. He’s not pacing in heaven wondering what to do. He sees. He tests. He reigns. That’s your 
security. That’s your still point in a spinning world. 

Psalm 11:5–6 (NKJV) 

“The LORD tests the righteous, 
But the wicked and the one who loves violence His soul hates. 
Upon the wicked He will rain coals; 
Fire and brimstone and a burning wind 
Shall be the portion of their cup.” 

God’s testing of the righteous is not punitive—it’s purifying. Like gold in a furnace, trials reveal and 
refine faith. But for the unrepentant wicked, the outcome is judgment. The language—“fire and 
brimstone”—is reminiscent of Sodom and Gomorrah, symbolizing divine wrath poured out upon 
violent and unrepentant hearts. 

This isn’t about wishing harm on others; it’s a sobering reminder that judgment is real. God’s mercy 
is abundant, but His justice is sure. 

Personal Application: 
If you’re walking through hardship, don’t assume God has abandoned you. He may be refining you. 
Trials test your faith—not to break you, but to deepen your dependence on Him. And if you’re grieved 
by the prosperity of the wicked, remember: their end is not success but judgment. Rest in God’s 
justice. 

Psalm 11:7 (NKJV) 

“For the LORD is righteous, 
He loves righteousness; 
His countenance beholds the upright.” 

The psalm closes with reassurance. God is righteous—and He loves righteousness. He sees, favors, 
and draws near to the upright. “His countenance beholds” can be translated as “His face is toward” 
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the righteous. That is, God’s attention, presence, and approval are directed toward those who walk 
with Him. 

Personal Application: 
You don’t need to be seen or applauded by the world. God sees you. His face shines upon those who 
walk in truth. In a culture that celebrates compromise, hold fast to righteousness—not for applause, 
but because it delights the heart of God. 

Conclusion: Steady Faith in a Shaking World 

Psalm 11 shows us how to respond when fear knocks at the door: 

• Refuse panic. Choose trust. 

• Acknowledge the real threat—but look higher. 

• Remember: God reigns. God sees. God tests. God will judge. 

“If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Psalm 11:3) 
Answer: They can remember that the LORD is in His holy temple. (Psalm 11:4) 

When everything around you feels like it’s falling apart, look up. The King is on His throne. 

 


